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The  events  of  the  past  few  years  have  materially  changed 
throughout  our  whole  country  the  former  happy  condition  of 
things.  In  addition  to  the  geceial  causes  of  disturbance, 
there  has  been  in  Maryland  the  special  one  of  a  sudden 
change  in  the  condition  of  a  large  portion  of  her  laboring  pop- 
ulation, and  the  abstraction  of  much  of  it  forever,  from  the 
cultivation  of  its  soil.  These  two  causes,  conjoined,  either 
separately  being  sufficient  to  render  necessary  the  change  of 
ownership  in  a  large  portion  of  tlie  land,  will  necessarily  com- 
pel a  great  change  in  its  occupancy  in  our  State.  Much  of 
it  will  seek,  much  of  it  will  be  forced  into,  a  market,  and  much 
more  will  be  sought  for  when  its  merits  become  knowu,  and  its 
intrinsic  value  duly  appreciated.  There  will  consequently  be 
very  many  who  desire  accurate  information  in  order  that  tliey 
may  make  proper  investments  in  the  future  homes  of  them- 
selves and  posterity. 

To  afford  all  the  aid  in  my  power  to  the  former,  to  enable 
the  latter  judiciously,  and  on  the  basis  of  correct  and  toler- 
ably precise  general  information  to  make  choice  of  their  fu- 
ture clwelling  places,  is  the  purpose  of  the  present  work. 

For  ten  consecutive  years  I  served  the  State  of  Maryland 
in  the  official  capacity  of  State  Agricultural  Chemist,  a  part 
of  my  duty  being  during  that  time  to  visit  every  section  of 
the  State,  and  to  analize  and  examine  its  various  soils,  and  to 
analize  its  limestones,  minerals  and  other  sources  of  agricultu- 
ral improvement  that  might  be  accessible  to  the  citizens  of 
the  State.  During  this  time  there  was  abundant  opportu- 
nity, which  I  improved  to  the  best  of  my  humble  ability,  to 
become  acquainted  with  its  agricultural  advantages,  not  only 
in  reference  to  the  quality  of  its  soil,  but  the  climactic  pecu- 
liarities of  each  section,  its  hygeinic  conditions,  (general  con- 
ditions as  to  health)  its  convenience  of  transportation  to  mar- 
ket, the  crops  best  adapted  to  it,  and  in  fine,  all  the  condi- 
tions that  influence  the  value  of  property,  or  determine  the 
choice  of  those  who  seek  to  locate  themselves  on  land  as  a 
permanent  home,  or  to  buy  it  for  the  purpose  ef  a  safe,  pro- 
fitable and  permanent  investment. 

Since  I  ceased  to  perform  these  duties  officially,  my  atten- 


tion  has  been  devoted  principally  to  the  same  objects,  and 
aided  as  I  have  always  been  by  constant  intercourse  and  cor- 
respondence with  most  intelligent  practical  farmers  and  plan- 
ters from  every  part  of  the  State,  I  am  enabled  to  give  as 
precise,  full  and  reliable  information  as  can  be  well  imparted 
in  a  work  of  this  size,  and  to  afiord  a  better  and  surer  guide 
to  those  seeking  to  purchase  land  in  this  State,  than  can  as 
yet  be  obtained  from  any  other  single  source. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  give  in  detail  the  relativa  merits  of  each 
tract  of  land  that  may  be  offered  for  sale,  or  that  may  be 
sought  for  purchase,  but  only  to  point  out  the  specific  advan- 
tages of  each  section  and  of  the  different  counties;  from  these  the 
reader  can  have  information  on  topics  of  general  interest,  and 
will  be  shown  where  to  go  to  seek  a  home,  the  special  loca- 
tion will  in  all  cases,  of  course,  depend  on  the  means,  the 
taste  and  the  particular  choice  of  the  purchaser. 

Special  facts  in  relation  to  particular  locations,  may  be  ob- 
tained in  a  great  measure  from  my  former  Agricultural  Re- 
ports, and  will  with  ploasure  be  furnished,  free  of  expense,  to 
all  seeking  lands  in  Maryland.  All  of  my  local,  practical 
and  professional  knowledge,  can  be  fully  obtained  by  those 
to  become  our  future  neighbors,  and  I  hope,  friends. 


SKETCH  OF  THE  FIRST  SETTLEES  OF 
MARYLAND. 


Our  State  was  first  settled  by  emigrants  from  England,  Ire- 
land, and  in  small  numbers  from  Scotland,  the  national  charac- 
teristics of  these  settlers  are  still  apparent,  and  in  a  very  great 
degree  the  excellencies  of  each  witheut  their  defects,  are  to-day 
well  represented  in  the  characteristics  of  the  people  of  our 
State. 

The  title  to  the  aboriginal  lands  was  procured  by  fair  pur- 
chase, and  at  no  time  during  the  Colonial  history  of  Mary- 
land was  there  war  or  even  serious  diflSculties  with  the  Indi- 
ans, except  for  a  very  brief  period  when  they  were  instigated 
to  some  deeds  of  violence  by  the  wiles  of  Claiborne;  these  last- 
ed but  a  short  time_,  and  had  no  recurrence.  On  the  first 
landing  of  the  Pilgrims,  the  natives  received  them  with  dis- 
trust, but  the  Maryland  settlers,  mindful  of  the  claims  of 
justice,  sought  to  conciliate  the  natives  and  acc[uire  equitable 
title  to  their  lands.  They  purchased  a  defined  district  for 
good  consideration^  but  the  crowning  glory  of  our  early  set- 
tlers was  absolute  freedom  of  religion,  and  the  enunciation  of 
that  doctrine  by  enactment  of  the  Supreme  authority  of  the 
Province. 

This  is  not  the  place  to  elaborate  this  subject,  but  we  have 
the  privilege  and  just  pride  of  being  descendants  of  those  who 
acted  fairly  with  the  weak,  who  did  not  cower  before  the 
strong,  of  men,  who  did  not  arrogantly  thrust  themselves 
between  their  fellow-men  and  their  Creator;  but  left  all  free  to 
render  homage  to  their  God  fully  and  freely  in  the  mode 
most  congenial  to  the  instincts  of  their  own  heart,  the  dic- 
tates of  their  own  reason,  and  the  teachings  of  their  own  faith. 

The  heroism,  bravery  and  self-sacrificing  spirit  of  her  peo- 
ple, were  well  illustrated  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  none 
of  the  "old  thirteen"  have  a  prouder  record,  none  can  claim 
to  have  made  more  willing  sacrifices,  none  with  more  freedom 
from  selfish  views. 

The  partiality  of  sectional  writers  has  not  yet  done  justice 
to  the  Revolutionary  history  of  Maryland,  and  many  have 
blazoned  forth  actions  as  wonderfully  meritorious  which 
when  done  by  the  colony  of  Maryland,  have  never  been  pro- 
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perly  or  impartially  set  forth  by  the  historian^  and  many  are 
entirely  passed  over  in  silence;  whilst  eulogies  are  spoken  and 
peacs  snug  to  the  glory  of  other  States,  the  name  of  Mary- 
land in  coEEection  with  them  is  rarely  heard.  Yet,  when 
the  time  for  action  had  come  in  that  great  struggle,  Mary- 
land boldly  and  defiantly  stept  forth  into  the  lists,  the  blast 
of  her  trumpet  gave  no  uncertain  sound. 

Her  people  acted  openly,  boldly,  defiantly  and  when  con- 
scious of  right  never  weighed  expediency  in  the  balance  with 
it.  One  circumstance  in  our  Revolutionary  history  will  il- 
lustrates this.  "In  the  year  1114,  a  vessel  named  the  Peggy 
Stewart  brought  a  large  quantity  of  tea  into  the  harbor  of 
Annapolis,  on  which  the  owners  of  the  vessel  "made  haste  to 
pay  the  duty."  The  people  regarded  this  act  of  the  owners 
of  the  vessel  as  likely  to  call  in  question  the  fidelity  and 
honor  of  the  Province,  and  without  disguising  themselves 
they  compelled  the  owners  of  the  vessel  to  ask  for- 
giveness in  the  most  humiliating  language,  nor  did  their  re- 
sentment stop  here;  the  penitent  owners  were  compelled  to  go 
on  board  of  the  vessel,  and  with  her  sails  and  her  colors,  (the 
Cross  of  St.  George,)  flying  in  the  presence  of  a  large  multi- 
tude, they,  themselves  set  fire  to  the  packages  of  tea  all  of 
which,  together  with  the  vessel  and  every  appurtenance  there- 
of was  consumed.  Moreover,  the  authors  of  this  act,  did  not 
clandestinely  sign  a  petition  asking  that  they  should  not  be 
punished  for  the  act,  and  promising  to  pay  the  value  of  the 
tea  with  the  objectionable  duty  added. 

When  the  war  had  once  begun,  Maryland  immediately  fill- 
ed her  allotted  quota,  and  so  much  in  advance  of  some  of  her 
sister  States,  that  she,  with  great  delicacy,  officially  explain- 
ed the  cause  of  her  superior  celerity,  lest  they  should  feel  mor- 
tification in  appearing  tardy,  and  when  her  own  quota  was 
filled,  her  ''free  companies"  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the 
neighboring  States,  ready  to  fight  under  any  banner  that  was 
engaged  in  the  cause  of  their  common  country. 

To  the  old  Maryland  line  belongs  truly  the  honor  of  fight- 
ing the  battles  ot  freedom  in  almost  erery  State;  for  its  blood 
moistened  the  soil  on  Long  Island,  where  under  General 
Smallwood,  its  bravery  saved  the  army,  and  the  bones  of  its 
heroes  to-day  are  mingled  with  the  glorious  dust  of  the  bat- 
tle fields  of  Cowpens  of  Eutaw  Springs,  and  of  every  other 
field  of  renown,  lying  between  these  extremes.  Her  troops 
fearlessly  marched  against  the  common  enemy  wherever  and 
whenever  the  common  good  required.  She  never  refused  to 
let  them  go  beyond  her  territorial  limits,  never  had  a 
less  object  than  liberty  and  independence;  whilst  the  voice  of 
her  sons  were  heard  amongst  the  first  in  the  council  pro- 
claiming the  principles  of  liberty,  their  arms  were  foremost 
in  the  fight  defending  it. 

The  distinctive  traits  of.  her  early  population  have  been 


maintained  to  the  present  time,  whether  in  the  field  or  in  the 
councils  of  the  nations,  Maryland  has  no  cause  but  for  pride, 
in  reviewing  the  records  of  her  sons;  their  skill,  bravery  and 
sacrifices  in  war,  their  ability,  learning  and  talent  as  shown 
at  the  bar,  in  medicine,  in  commerce,  in  mechanical  pursuits, 
in  the  literature  and  in  the  more  retired  but  not  less  honor- 
able walks  of  agriculture  will  bear  favorable  comparison  with 
the  best  of  her  sister  States. 

When  the  pen  of  the  impartial  historian  shall  hereafter 
write  the  annals  of  our  country,  those  of  Maryland  will  be 
found  full  of  patient  sacrifice,  of  honor  and  of  glory.  I  make 
these  few  remarks  in  relation  to  the  past  and  present  of  the 
people  of  our  State,  because  we  have  been  constantly  held  up 
of  late  to  the  eyes  of  the  world  as  an  enervated,  shiftless,  selfish 
and  aggressive  people,  and  this  assumption,  not  a  fact,  has  been 
attempted  to  be  explained  philosophically  by  the  influence  of 
a  ""peculiar  institution,"  which  once  existed,  but  is  now 
abolished  in  our  State.  The  fact  does  not  now  exist,  and 
never  has  existed,  the  explanation  is  worthless  now,  and  ever 
has  been,  so.  In  all  the  essentials  of  a  great  people,  Mary- 
land can  justly  claim  equality  at  least  with  the  vary  best  of 
her  sister  States.  This  is  no  time  nor  place  for  statistics,  but 
they  show  this  fact.  Let  those  who  charge  us  with  imferi- 
ority,  attemjDt  to  bring  proof  to  sustain  their  idle  declaration; 
then  it  will  be  time  enough  to  bring  forth  the  facts  to  rebut 
all  such  statements.  Some  may  think  that  the  above  is  for- 
eign to  a  work  like  this,  but  intent  on  the  present,  we  seem  to 
have  forgotten  that  the  great  secret  of  a  national  advance- 
ment consists  in  the  cultivation  of  a  proper  national  pride, 
and  that  the  elements  of  this  pride  exist  in  the  associations 
of  a  nations  history,  and  in  the  devotion  to  her  institutions 
which  springs  from  a  knowledge  of  their  nature  and  ends. 
By  these  the  citizen  is  identified  with  his  country  and  sub- 
jected to  the  influence  of  feelings  and  impulses,  which  in  times 
past  have  made  men  heroes  and  patriots,  and  conducted  whole 
nations  to  freedom.  The  welfare  and  advancement  of  the 
State  are  thus  made  objects  of  individual  interest;  and  in  the 
engrossing  desire  to  advance  its  character  all  petty  jealousies 
and  rivalries  are  merged.  If  such  is  the  nutural  result  of  a 
proper  State  pride,  where  is  the  State  whom  it  behooves  more 
zealously  to  cultivate  it  than  that  in  which  we  dwell. 

I  do  not  claim  that  Maryland  has  improved  all  of  her 
natural  resources,  so  bountifully  bestowed  as  to  be  without 
parallel  elsewhere.  She  has  not  developed  a  tithe  of  her  min- 
eral deposits,  her  commercial  advantages,  her  water  power, 
her  Mechanical  and  Manufacturing  advantages,  nor  her  un- 
equalled resources  for  the  improvement  of  her  soil,  in  addition 
to  these  her  admirable  and  unequalled  climate  and  great  social 
advantages  have  not  been  appreciated  by  ourselves,  nor  made 
known  to  others.     We  have  not  done  ourselves  nor  the  coan^ 


try  justice  in  withholding  this  from  the  public.  To  obviate 
this  in  a  slight  degree  is  the  object  of  the  following  pages 
and  if  the  writer  can  ever  in  a  slight  degree  promote  abroad 
a  proper  appreciation  of  our  State,  his  highest  aims  will  be 
attained. 

Maryland,  the  most  southern  part  of  that  division  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  formerly  called  and  the  "Middle 
States,"  now  the  Border  States  is  situate  between  the  latitude 
38°  and  39°  43'  north,   and  between  the  longitudes   "75°  03' 
and  79°  32'  west  from  Greenwich,  or  2°  31'  west  and  1°  5S' 
east  from  Washington.     Its  outline  is  extremely  irregular, 
e^ept  on  the  north  and  east,  where  Mason  and  Dixon's  line 
constitutes  the  frontier,  and  separates  Maryland  from  the  ad- 
joiniag  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware.     On  the  south 
the  Potomac  river,  with  a  winding  channel  and  a  circuitous 
general  course,  is  its  limitary  stream,   and  divides  it  from 
Virginia.     The  main  body  of  the  eastern  section  is  bounded 
by  Delaware  State  line;  but  a  narrow  strip,  projecting  east- 
ward to  the  sea,  intrudes  itself  between  that  State  and  the 
Virginia  portion  of  Chesapeake  peninsula.     The  periphery  of 
the  State  is  estimated  to  be  about  766  miles:  namely,  from 
the  mouth  of  Potomac  river  to  the  source  of  its  north  branch, 
320  miles;  thence  north  to  the  Pennsylvania  line,  35  miles; 
thence  along  that  line  eastward,   199  miles;  thence   along 
the  west  and  south  line  of  Delaware,  122  miles;  thence  along 
the  Atlantic  Ocean,  32  miles;  thence  across  the  peninsula  to 
the  mouth  of  Pocomoke  river,  20  miles;  and  directly  west  to  the 
confluence  of  Potomac  river  with  Chesapeake  Bay,  the  place  of 
beginning,  about  38  miles.     Within  this  outline  is  contained 
a  superficies  of  13,959  square  miles;  but  of  this  extent  only 
9,674  square  miles  are  land,  the  residue  being  covered  by  the 
waters  of  Chesapeake  Bay  and  its  numerous  inlets  and  bays, 
The  State  is  divided  into  twenty-one  counties  of  which  eight 
lies  on  the  Eastern  and   thirteen  on   the  Western   Shore. 
The  Chesapeake  Bay  divides  Maryland  into  two  unequal  parts 
called  the  Eastern  Shore  composed  of  the  counties  of  Cecil, 
Kent,  Queen  Anne's,  Caroline,  Talbot,  Dorchester,  Somerset 
and  Worcester,  this  is  the  order  in  which  they  are  located 
from  north  to  south,  and  the  Western  Shore  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Allegany  Washington,   Frederick,  Carroll,  Balti- 
more, Harford,  Howard,  Montgomery,  Anne  Arundel,  Prince 
George's^  Calvert,  Charles  and  St.  Mary's. 

There  are  other  and  natural  divisions  of  Maryland  which  in 
considering  her  material  condition  it  maybe  convenient  to  re- 
recognize;  these  are  the  tide-water,  the  blue-ride,  and  the 
mountain  division  of  Maryland.  The  latter  part  comprising 
the  county  of  Allegany.  The  blue-ridge  division,  compris- 
ing all  that  part  of  Maryland  not  on  tide-water,  nor  the  moun- 
tain division.  The  tide-water  portion  includes  all  that  part  of 
the  State  not  inol'ided  by  the  two  former.     A  line  from  the 


city  of  Washington  by  Baltimore  and  Washington  Eailroad 
to  Baltimore^  thence  by  the  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore 
Turnpike,  to  the  Susquehanna,  and  from  the  Susquehanna  by 
the  Philadelphia  &  W.  R.  Eoad,  to  Mason's  and  Dixon's 
Line,  will  correspond  very  nearly  with  the  western  boundary 
of  the  tide-water  division. 

The  climate,  seasons  and  agricultural  productions  of  this, 
differ  somewhat  in  kind  as  also  does  the  nature  and  character 
of  the  soil. 

The  present  work  will  be  devoted  to  a  more  full  descrip- 
tion, however,  of  the  Tide-water  section  of  Maryland  than  of 
the  other  sections,  for  the  reasons  that  the  abolition  of  slavery 
has  here  caused  the  most  serious  disturbances  in  the  tenure 
of  landed  property,  and  because  it  is  less  known  than  other 
sections  of  the  State,  and  consequently ,  imigrants  will  find 
here  the  cheapest  and  best  inducements. 

SOCIAL  ADVANTAGES. 

Of  all  the  causes  which  impel  men  to  seek  new  homes,  none 
is  stronger  than  the  hope  of  the  enjoyment  of  the  means  which 
their  industry  may  have  produced  for  them.  One  of  the  first 
questions  which  naturally  arises  in  the  mind  of  one  who  is 
about  to  purchase  a  home  is  whether  it  is  in  a  good  neighbor- 
hood, by  which  is  understood,  not  the  quality  of  soil,  or  loca- 
tion in  reference  to  the  conveniences  for  cultivation  and  sale 
of  agricultural  products,  but  whether  the  residents  in  the 
vicinity  are  persons  of  kindly  feelings,  accommociating  dispo- 
sitions, disposed  to  res}>ect  the  rights  of  others,  and  willing 
to  perform  the  thousand  and  one  little  acts  of  kindness  which 
makes  the  sum  of  a  ''good  neighbour;"  it  also  is  a  considera- 
tion whether  the  habits  and  general  character  of  the  vicinage 
are  such  as  to  afford  good  example  to  the  rising  generation,, 
and  whether  popular  opinion,  the  great  regulator  in  most  cases 
of  men's  actions,  is  of  a  healthy,  high  and  moral  tone.  In  all 
of  these  requisites  Maryland  is  not  surpassed  as  a  general 
thing  by  any  portions  of  her  sister  States.  Settled  originally 
by  well  educated  christian  gentlemen,  it  has  ever  been  dis- 
tinguished for  the  virtues  of  benevolence,  justice  and  hospi- 
tality— her  colonial  history  shows  no  injustice  to  the  aborigi- 
nes. It  evinces  the  most  disinterested  and  self-sacrificing 
spirit  on  the  part  of  her  citizens  during  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution, and  ever  since  her  population  as  a  general  thing,  have 
been  distinguished  for  generous,  polished  hospitality.  Being 
situated  in  the  middle  section  of  the  country,  the  population 
of  Maryland  possesses  in  a  very  great  degree  the  virtues  of  the 
two  sections  with  their  defects  very  much  moderated,  much 
of  the  industry  and  energy  of  the  north,  without  its  closeness 
and  intolerence,  and  in  a  great  measure  the  chivalry  of  the 
South  without  its  extravagance  and  recklessness. 

The  main  characteristics  of  her  people  are  unselfishness, 
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kindness,  consideration  for  tke  rights  of  others,  non-inter- 
ference in  matters  that  do  not  concern  them,  with  hospi- 
tality and  generosity. 

This  is  not  the  painting  of  a  partial  native  of  the  State, 
but  the  testimony  of  all  persons  of  worth  and  intelligence, 
who  have  had  proper  opportunity  of  forming  intelligent 
opinion  on  the  subject. 

These  are  the  social  advantages  which  a  residence  in  Mary- 
land offers,  this  the  character  of  the  people  where  strangers, 
(strangers  no  more  when  they  rea,ch  here,)  may  find  a  home 
for  themselves  and  a  fair  heritage  for  their  children.  Where 
does  a  similar  opportunity  present  itself?  The  tone  of  our 
society  is  high,  the  advantages  of  religious  instruction  are 
very  great.  Our  educational  system  has  produced  men  dis- 
tinguished in  every  profession,  in  every  art  and  in  every 
science. 

The  present  Constitution  has  provided  most  lavishly  for  a 
general  system  of  public  instruction. 

But  above  all,  those  who  may  select  homes  in  our  State, 
will  have  the  rare  advantage  for  themselves  and  children,  of 
the  association  of  well  bred,  honorable  gentlemen  and  of 
accomplished  high  toned  ladies;  this  privilege  cannot  be  over 
estimated. 

All  of  the  above  are  essential  characteristics  that  belong  in 
a  greater  or  less  degree  to  every  part  of  our  State. 

CLIMATE  OF  MAEYLAND. 

The  advantages  of  a  mild,  genial  climate,  comprise  not 
only  personal  ease,  comfort  and  physical  enjoyment,  for  in 
this  relation  it  is  generally  considered,  but  it  has  a  direct 
material  money  value,  as  I  shall  show  by  facts  and  incontro- 
vertible arguments.  But  if  it  had  no  other  influence  than 
softening  those  ills  of  life  to  wliich  ^'all  flesh  is  heir  to,"  it 
would  be  a  most  desirable  acquisition  if  unattended  with  any 
other  benefit,  and  to  attain  this,  millions  are  annually  spent 
by  persons  in  seeking  locations  which  by  the  influence  of 
climate,  may  sustain  and  repair  constitutions  shattered  by 
the  rigorous  winter,  or  enervating  summers  of  their  natal 
residences.  But  a  genial  climate  possesses  besides  this,  these- 
ipecuniary  benefits : 

First.  It  allows  a  longer  period  of  labor  in  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil,  unattended  with  fewer  interruptions,  than  one 
more  cold  and  rigid.     More  labor  is  thus  obtained. 

Second.  The  labor  thus  obtained  is  far  more  profitable, 
because  more  directed  to  those  things  which  are  capable  of 
being  sold  for  a  profit  and  not  to  he  used  in  lessening  the  in- 
conveniences  of  a  bad  climate. 

Third.  It  is  a  fact  known  and  recognized  as  a  law,  in  the 
nutrition  and  sustenance  of  men  and  animals,  that  a  high 
temperature  req,tures  pro  rata  withiu  certain  limits^  less  food 
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to  sustain  the  requisite  amount  of  animal  heat,  to  furnish  the 
the  same  amount  of  muscular  vigor,  nervous  energy  and  of 
fat  in  the  animal  enonomy— than  one  which  is  less.  In  other 
words  the  amount  of  food  necessary  to  produce  a  given  result 
of  force  in  men  and  brutes,  is  greater  or  less  within  certain 
limits,  in  proportion  to  the  increased  or  diminished  tempera- 
ture. 

A  given  amount  of  heat  is  always  to  be  retained  in 
animal  systems,  and  the  means  to  do  this  are  greater  in 
cold  than  in  warm  weather.  This  is  confirmed  by  the  daily 
experience  of  all  practical  husbandmen,  by  the  well  known 
fact  that  animals  fatten  much  more  easily  in  warm  than  in 
cold  weather,  on  tbe  same  amount  of  food. 

A  mild  climate  has  therefore  its  equivalent  in  food  and 
consequently,  the  same  amount  of  beef,  mutton,  pork  or  any 
other  animal  food  can  be  produced  by  a  less  amount  of  forage 
than  is  required  in  a  cold  climate.  The  same  amount  of  la- 
bor and  capital^  will  produce  more  of  these  money  bringing 
articles,  and  is  therefore  under  such  circumstances  more  valu- 
able; A  far  less  amount  of  land  has  to  be  appropriated  to 
the  cultivation  of  food  for  stock  in  short  and  mild  than  in 
long  and  protracted  winters;  and  a  greater  quantity  can  there- 
fore be  tilled  in  crops  that  are  to  be  sold. 

In  the  States  north  of  us  a  vast  amount  of  hay  and  roots  are 
raised,  which  are  consumed  in  carrying  their  stock  through 
long  dreary  winters,  much  of  the  labor  and  land  requisite  for 
this  in  Maryland  can  be  appropriated  to  the  cultivation  of 
other  crops,  and  even  if  there  be  raised,  a  far  larger  portion 
can  be  sold  than  can  be  parted  with  in  the  States  north  and 
west  of  us.  The  hay  crop  is  one  of  the  chief  crops  of  the 
north,  but  it  is  necessary  to  sustain  their  live  stock  against 
the  influences  of  long  and  severely  cold  winters,  in  Maryland 
far  less  is  raised  because  not  required,  for  such  is  its  climate 
in  the  most  southern  part  of  it,  that  horses  live  without  any 
grain,  food,  or  fodder  being  furnished  them  in  winter.  In 
Worcester  county  there  is  a  wild  breed  of  hor«es  known  as 
beech  ponies,  that  never  see  the  inside  of  a  stable  and  live 
entirely  on  what  they  can  obtain  from  the  pastures  on  the 
beach.  The  climate  of  Maryland  of  course  varies  in  its  dif- 
ferent parts,  but  being  farther  south  than  any  of  the  States 
to  which  imigration  is  directed,  it  has  a  shorter  winter  than 
they  have,  and  the  general  degree  of  coldness  is  not  so  servere. 
But  it,  from  its  Geographical  conformation  has  in  this  respect 
advantages  not  posessed  by  any  part  of  any  of  her  sister  States. 

This  statement  is  confirmed  and  proven  by  the  known  and 
established  causes  that  influence  the  temperature  of  climates, 
for  climate  whilst  mainly  dependant  on  the  latitude  is  very 
greatly  modified  by  the  distribution  of  land  and  water, 
by  contiguous  oceanic  currents,  and  by  the  color  and  nature 
of  the  soil:  examine  the  map  of  Maryland,  and  it  will  be  seen 
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that  it  lias  a  larger  distribution  of  water  (enclosed  by  the  Che- 
sapeake bay  and  its  tributaries,)  than  any  other  State  or 
Territory,  and  a  study  of  the  oceanic  currents,  the  Gulf  stream 
and  the  the  return  current  passing  from  the  north 
along  our  cost,  will  show  how  these  modify  each  other,  and 
tend  to  give  us  a  good  climate.  The  influence  of  large  bodies 
of  -wrater  in  moderating  and  lessening  the  severity  of  climate, 
and  preventing  sudden  and  excessive  changes  is  shown  by  a 
few  philosophical  facts,  which  I  shall  briefly  mention.  Per- 
sons knowing  these  facts  and  knowing  our  Geography,  will 
at  once  see  the  truth  of  my  statements;  the  powerful  agency 
which  water  has  in  controlling  climate  is  due  to  its  great 
specific  heat,  which  is  four  times  greater  than  that  of  air; 
that  is,  a  pound  of  water  in  cooling  one  degree  would  warm 
fcmr  pounds  of  air  one  degree.  But  as  water  is  770  times 
heavier  than  air,  it  is  obvious  that  a  cubic  foot  of  water  in 
cooling  one  degree  would  warm  four  times  770  or  3,080  cubic 
feet  of  air  one  degree;  hence  the  vast  amount  of  heat  stored 
up  in  oceans  and  bays  during  summer,  being  gradually  im- 
parted to  the  air  during  winter,  modifies  the  severity  of  the 
cold  and  explains  the  fact  that  Island  winters  are  more  mod- 
erate than  those  of  Continents  or  inland  places. 

The  pleasantness  of  a  sea  side  residence  in  the  heats  of  sum- 
mer is  a  fact  attested  by  universal  experience.  It  will  be  seen 
on  the  map  that  a  large  part  of  Maryland,  that  offering  the 
greatest  inducement  to  capitalists  and  men  seeking  homes, 
must  possess  almost  an  insular  climate  divided  as  it  is 
by  the  Chesapeake  and  permeated  every  where  by  numerous 
creeks,  small  bays  and  inlets. 
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Thus,  we  find  the  climate  of  Maryland  within  the  liraitfl 
t  viae  culture;  the  mean  summer  temperature  beiuo-  730  4. 
Dr  July,  /3°;  for   August,  75°.5,  and  for  September^  eS^S.' 

•  ^\':T!  ^^a  *^^  ^*^^*^n^^  ^^^^  Y^^^'  summer  mean  67°.5; 
uly,  72°.6;  August  69°.2,  and  September,  59°.5  As  to 
tie  quantity  of  ram,  it  is  about  the  same;  and  from  the  tern- 
erature,  the  seasons  of  Maryland  precede  New  York  about 
ve  weeks. 

The  above  table,  favorable  as  it  is,  does  not  do  full  iustice 
)  the  climate  of  the  tide-water  section  of  Maryland  as  the 
bservatioris  of  Maryland  were  either  made  above  or  on  its 
streme  Northern  and  Western  limits.  Its  mean  avera^^e  win- 
;r  temperature  is  several  degrees  higher,  whilst  its  summer 
smperature  does  not  exceed  that  given  ia  the  above  table 

From  the  contiguity  of  Baltimore  and  Washington  to  large 
Ddiesof  water  flowing  from  ice  and  snow  in  the  first  months 

•  Spring?  it  will  be  understood  how  their  climate  do  not  fairly 
^present  that  of  tide-water  Maryland.  The  cold  weather  is  in- 
!D8ihed  and  protracted  in  both  of  these  places  by  the  large 
)dies  of  fresh,  cold  water  brought  to  the  latter  place  by  the 
otomac  from  the  ice  and  snows  of  the  mountains  of  Mary- 
,nd  and  Virginia,  and  to  the  former  by  the  waters  of  the  Sus- 
le^iannah,  flowing  from  their  icy  fountains  in  the  mountains 

Pennsylvania  and  New  York.  The  cold  water  from  these 
Teams  materially  retards  the  advent-  of  Spring.  Summer 
:aits  and  Spring  flowers  are  from  ten  davs  to  °a  fortnight 
;rlier  at  Annapolis  and  adjacent  parts  than  in  the  nei^^hbor- 
.)od  of  these  cities,  though  not  a  half  degree  south  oflihem 
.swe  go  down  the  Bay  and  Potomac  the  difference  is  still 
lore  manifest  than  between  these  two  places  and  Annapolis. 

HEALTH. 

Without  this,  one  of  the  greatest  of  all  blessings,  no 
]ace  should  be  sought  or  recommended  whatever  induce- 
i3nts  It  might  otherwise  offer  as  to  the  attainment  of  wealth 
id  happily  for  us  this  is  enjoyed  in  the  State  of  Maryland 
I  an  equal  if  not  superior  degree  to  that  of  any  other  sec- 
•ns  ot  the  Union;  of  by  far  the  larger  part  of  the  State 
tis  is  generally  acknowledged  and  admitted,  as  I  shall 
[esently  show  by  reference  to  official  documents  of  the  high- 
2;  authority,  and  of  the  liygenic  conditions  of  the  other  parts 
t3  proof  is  circumstantial,  but  no  less  conclusive,  and  I  in- 
fke  the  closest  scrutiny  to  the  facts  which  may  be  given  and 
^Qclusions  which  may  be  drawn,  not  only  in  this  but  in 
'3ry  other  particular  of  this  Exposition. 
In  the  eighth  census  of  the  United  States  for  1860,  page  25, 
'  given  the  "natural  divisions  of  the  Union,"  and  that 
umbered  lil.  (8)  is  called  the  Alleghany  region,  and  this  is 
Dken  ot  on  the  succeeding  page  "as  a  region  of  great  salu- 
3  fcy,    and  it  is  also  stated  that  this  region  is  so  constituted 
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as  to  secure  "a.  pure  atmosphere  and  other  conditions  favor- 
able to  tne  gro'vth  of  a  healthy  and  vigorous  population." 

In  the  table  of  the  "Rates  of  Mortality,"  showing  the  per- 
centage of  deaths  in  the  population  of  these  different  natural 
divisions,  being  seven  in  number,  they  are  less  in  this  Alle- 
gany region  than  in  any  other  of  the  regions,  except  the  fifth, 
which  comprises  the  Pacific  coast^  and  the  seventh,  which 
comprises  the  States  of  Wisconsin,  Iowa  and  Minnesota." 
The  difference  is,  however,  very  slight,  the  average  for  the 
years  1850  and  1860  in  the  third  division  being  1.02  per  cent., 
for  the  fifth  division  being  0.93  per  cent. , and  for  the 
seventh  0.99,  not  quite  one  per  cent.  When  we  re- 
member the  different  kinds  of  population  of  the  two  other 
divisions,  compared  with  that  forming  a  large  part  of  our  State, 
the  5th  and  7th  being  inhabited  by  settlers  who  mostly  go 
there  in  the  prime  of  life,  hale;  hearty  and  strong  emigrants; 
and  the  population  of  Maryland  in  its  Alleghany  region 
being  old  settlers,  composed  of  the  usual  proportion  of  old 
men,  women  and  children,  arfiongst  whom  deaths  are  much 
more  frequent  than  in  those  of  middle  life,  and  a  large  emi- 
gration of  the  strongest  and  healthiest  part  of  its  popula- 
tion, it  must  be  acknowledged  in  all  candor  that  the  advantage 
is  decidedly  with  us.  Even  the  figures  as  givens  how  but  a  small 
advantage  in  favor  of  these  regions  where  fewest  people  die, 
not  where  the  causes  that-  promote  health  and  long  life  are 
most  abundant.  It  is  not  fair  to  compare  the  deaths  amongst 
a  youthful,  strong  and  vigorous  population  with  that  com- 
posed of  the  extremes  of  infancy  and  old  age.  And  this  is 
the  comparison  in  the  census  table  between  the  '^Alleghany 
region,  No.  III.,  and  the  Pacific  coast,  No.  V.,  and  the 
Northwestern  States,  No.  VII." 

But  this  is  not  all  the  correction  to  be  made  in  that  table 
in  favor  of  our  State;  more  than  one-third  of  her  whole  popu- 
lation is  comprised  in  the  city  of  Baltimore;  in  no  other  state 
does  the  same  relation  exist  between  the  rural  and  urbal 
population,  but  we  all  know  that  the  relative  degree  of  health 
in  the  country  far  exceeds  that  in  large  cities,  and  it  is  to  the 
health  of  th  '  country  part  of  Maryland,  that  I  am  inviting 
attention.  But  this  is  not  all  yet  to  be  said  in  our  favor;  in 
1860,  per  8th  Census,  the  population  of  Maryland  was  about 
one-eight  free  negroes,  and  the  greater  mortality  amongst 
this  class  than  any  other,  will  give  a  much  larger  per  centage 
to  Maryland  mortality.  The  fact  well  known  to  us,  is  stated 
in  the  Preliminary  Report  on  the  8th  Census,  page  6,  that 
"of  an  excessive  mortality  amongst  the  free  colored,  which 
is  particularly  evident  in  the  large  cities."  In  the  Prelimi- 
nary Report  on  the  eighth  census,  the  table  on  page  22,  shows 
Maryland  in  an  equally  favorble  light,  and  when  taken  in  con- 
nection with  the  facts  mentioned  above,  as  to  the  large  pro- 
portion of  Urbal  population  in  Maryland,  compared  with  the 
rural,  and  the  existence  of  a  large  class  in  our  State,  amongst 
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whom  ' 'excessive  mortality  prevails,"  it  must  be  freely 
acknowledged  as  it  is  clearly  proven,  that  Maryland  in  point 
of  health  is  equal  if  not  superior  to  any  part  of  the  United 
States.  To  this  conclusion,  an  acquaintance  v/ith  her  soil, 
her  climate,  her  varied  productions  of  land  and  water  would 
lead  us,  if  the  census  report  and  the  peculiar  feets  known  to 
exist  solely  in  relation  to  our  State,  did  not  prove  it  as  thorough- 
ly as  such  things  can  prove  anything. 

I  have  now  fairly  and  without  exaggeration  presented  the 
social  advantages  of  Maryland,  the  superiority  of  its  climate 
and  I  think  it  may  be  said,  with  due  consideration,  its  un- 
equalled health;  either  of  these  seperately,  if  well  known, 
should  induce  numbers  to  seek  homes  in  our  State,  for  after  all 
it  is  the  enjoyments  which  these  afford,  that  is  the  end  of  the 
toil,  labor  and  striving  in  which  the  world  is  engaged.  The 
material  advantages  of  Maryland  in  its  easily  worked  and 
easily  improved  soil,  the  number  and  variety  of  its  produc- 
tions, both  animal  and  vegetable,  the  unequalled  resources, 
the  world  over,  of  a  supply  of  food  and  luxuries  furnished  by 
its  bay  and  its  tributaries,  such  as  fish,  oysters,  terrapins, 
wild  fowl  of  the  finest  varieties  in  the  world,  all  in  the  greatest 
abundance  and  of  the  easiest  access,  its  location  in  reference 
to  the  great  marts  of  commerce  and  the  politioal  capital  of 
the  country;  its  timber,  its  easy  access  to  coal,  and  immense 
and  widely  diffused  water  power;  its  material  for  building 
in  the  form  of  stone  and  marble  of  various  kinds  and  great 
excellence,  of  the  best  brick  clay  for  building  purposesin  the 
country,  of  the  number  variety  and  excellence  of  its  fruits  and 
flowers,  each  worthy  of  a  seperate  chapter,  and  each  alone 
offering  to  a  particular  class  inducements  for  the  investment 
of  labor  and  capital,  should  induce  with  its  other  advantages  a 
very  general  desire  for  investment  in  its  lands.  And  I  am  sure 
that  when  the  above  advantages  are  properly  weighed  and 
appreciated  that  such  investments  when  made  never  will  be 
regretted  by  those  who  may  make  them,  nor  their  descendants 
for  centuries  to  come. 

All  and  every  valuable  crop  that  can  be  grown  iMorth  or 
West  of  us  succeeds  equally  well  in  Maryland  and  manyof 
them  in  far  greater  perfection  than  in  those  places.  Fruits 
and  garden  vegetables  of  every  description  too,  are  much  ear- 
lier in  the  season  here,  and  arrive  at  far  greater  perfection 
than  can  be  found  in  the  Northern  or  Western  States,  and  in 
the  tide  water  parts  of  the  State,  fruits  and  flowers  succeed  in 
the  open  air,  which  to  be  north  of  us  require  hot  house  culture 
amongst  these  stand  prominently  figs  and  pomegianates. 

The  Tide  Water  section  which  at  this  time,  I  siiall  par- 
licularly  describe,  comprises  all  that  part  of  Maryland,  lying 
east  of  the  Chesapeake  bay,  "the  Eastern  Shore,"  except  a 
Western  part  of  Cecil  county,  parts  of  Harford  and  Baltimore 
counties,  and  the  whole  of  Anne  Arundel,  Prince  George, 
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Calvert,  Charles   and  St.    Mary's   counties  on  tlie  Western 
Shore. 

To  this  part  of  Maryland  particular  attention  is  desired,  for 
the  reasons,  that  in  addition  to  the  general  cause  of  the  loss 
of  labor,  viz.  :  that  of  the  late  civil  war,  there  has  been  sup- 
eradded here  the  total  abstraction  of  most  of  it,  and  the  great 
derangement  of  that  which  remained,  for  it  was  in  this  part 
of  the  State  by  very  far  the  largest  number  ot  Negroes  were 
held  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  by  which 
they  were  liberated  ;  and  from  this  part  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  able  bodied  colored  laborers  were  enlisted  to  fill  the 
quota  of  other  States  in  the  United  States  army.  Here  then 
where  the  abstraction  and  derangement  of  labor  was  greatest, 
the  largest  portion  of  land  will  be  offered  for  sale,  and  infor- 
mation the  most  minute  aud  particular  will  be  required. 

The  Health  of  this  Section. 

As  this  is  the  first  consideration  for  the  immigrant,  so  it 
will  be  the  first  on  which  information  will  be  given.  This 
being  of  the  first  importance,  I  shall  examine  specially  and 
generally,  and  by  both  means  of  proof  show  it  to  be  as  heal- 
thy as  any  section  of  the  Union.  The  opinions,  like  many  other 
opinions^  that  it  is  unhealthy,  is  totally  without  foundation. 
My  opportunity  for  observation  has  been  better,  perhaps,  than 
that  of  any  other  individual,  whilst  my  professional  studies, 
as  they  enable  me  to  observe  accurately,  should  give  my  opin- 
ioris  some  consideration.  So  far  as  my  knowledge  extends, 
no  part  of  our  country  is  more  healthy  than  this.  There  is  no 
better  mode  of  judging  of  the  health  of  a  country  than  by  the 
physical  appearance  of  its  inhabitants.  On  this  subject  all 
writers  on  the  science  of  health  (Hygiene^)  agree  on  this  gene- 
ral rule,  that  the  physical  development  of  the  inhabitants  of  a 
country  is  the  best  criterion  to  judge  of  the  health  of  that 
country.  The  reasons  of  the  truthfulness  of  this  index  are 
perfectly  in  accordance  with  sound  physiology.  Muscular 
development  cannot  take  place,  except  when  all  the  organs 
of  nutrition  are  capable  of  performing  their  functions  in  a 
proper  manner.  This  they  cannot  do^  if  exposed  to  the  in- 
fluences of  causes  which  produce  disease  ;  if  they  do  it  not, 
then  the  appetite  will  not  take  food — or  if  the  appetite  does, 
it  will  not  be  converted  into  aliment.  Hence,  instead  of  the 
full  development  of  the  osseous  system,  (the  bones,)  and  mus- 
cular system,  they  will  be  sparingly  nourished,  and  attain 
but  little  size.  Travellers,  and  indeed  all  persons,  speak  in- 
variably of  the  diminutive  size  of  the  inhabitants  of  unheal- 
thy districts,  and  of  the  puny  statute  of  the  denizens  of 
closely  built  manufacturing  towns,  in  comparison  with  the 
large  size  of  the  inhabitants  of  mountainous  countries.  Ex- 
perience and  the  laws  of  physiology,  then,  alike  declare,  that 
the  best  test  of  the  health  of  a  country  is,  the  physical  deve- 
lopment of  its  inhabitaijts. 
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I  have  visited  many  sections  of  our  country,  and  in  no  part 
of  it  have  I  seen  the  mass  of  population  looking  more  heal- 
thy, or  having  more  of  all  the  signs  of  health  manifested  in 
their  appearance,  than  in  Maryland.  I  have  seen  some  of  the 
largest  gatherings  of  men  that  have  ever  taken  place  in  our 
Union,  and  with  any  of  them,  the  assemblages  of  farmers 
that  I  have  met  in  my  professional  tours  Vfill  favorably  com- 
pare. Going  through  every  part  of  each  of  the  counties  dur- 
ing all  seasons  of  the  year,  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
knowing  whatever  amount  of  sickness  might  exist,  and  I  have 
in  the  same  extent  of  population,  found  as  much  in  those  sec- 
tions of  our  Union  accounted  the  most  healthy,  as  I  have  fonnd 
in  this  Tide  Water  division.  The  only  diseases  at  all 
prevalent  are  intermittent  and  remittent  fevers,  at  some 
seasons.  These  only  prevail  during  a  portion  of  the 
year,  and  seem  to  be  the  best  preventatives  against 
the  numerous  and  fatal  class  of  diseases  of  the  chest, 
whigh  are  so  fearfully  present  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 
Consumption  so  prevalent  in  many  parts,  is  here  almost  un- 
known. My  own  observation,  and  the  experience  of  its  resi- 
dent physicians,  fully  sustain  this  assertion.  The  people, 
then,  of  this  part  of  our  State  sufier  for  a  brief  period  of  the 
year  under  a  class  of  maladies,  which,  with  proper  treat- 
ment, are  speedily  and  easily  cured,  and  have  almost  a  total 
exemption  from  a  numerous  class  of  always  dangerous  and 
frequently  incurable  diseases. 

This  is  what  I  wrote  more  than  fifteen  years  since,  and 
with  that  amount  of  years  of  experience  added_,  I  am  to-day 
fully  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  every  word  uttered. 

But  let  this  question  be  settled  in  another  manner,  by  care- 
ful examination  and  analysis  of  the  Health  Report  in  the 
census  of  1860,  which,  whea  properly  sifted,  will  confirm  all 
that  I  have  said  of  the  superior  health  of  Maryland,  all  that 
I  shall  say  of  the  particular  healthiness  of  the  Tide- 
Water  section.  This  Eeport,  unless  properly  explained, 
will  do  this  section  great  injustice. 

In  the  Preliminary  Report  on  the  Eighth  Census;  page  25, 
is  a  table  giving  the  natural  divisions  of  the  United  States 
and  the  rates  of  mortality  in  each.  In  Divisiofi  I,  "Low 
lands  on  the  Atlantic  Coast,"  and  on  the  next  page,  we  have 
the  following  :  "The  First  Division,  comprising  the  Great 
Atlantic  Plain,  was  remarked  by  the  early  explorers  in 
America  on  account  of  its  uniform  level  over  a  length  of  a 
thousand  miles  along  the  coast,  and  extending  from  fifty  to 
one  hundred  miles  inland.  The  sea  and  shore  meet,  for  the 
most  part,  in  a  mingled  series  of  bays,  estuaries,  and  small 
islands  rising  just  above  the  tide.  The  low  grounds  in  sum- 
mer abound  in  miasm,  and  a  single  night's  exposure  in  the 
rice-fields  of  Carolina,  is  said  to  be  very  dangerous,  and  care- 
fully avoided.  But,  away  from  the  cypress  swamps  and  mar- 
shes, there  is  generally  a  sandy  soil;  and  the  aggregate  mor- 
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talitv>  is  found  by  the  census  to  rise  above,  tbougb  not  mucb 
aW  tbe  -eneral  average  of  tbe  whole  countrj  In  every 
&av^  it  is'well  known  tl-t  the  low  portion^ 

from  Norfolk,  southward  and  extending  ground  the  Gnlo. 
Mexico,  are  ^'isited  by  epidemic  disease,  when  the  r^ta^^^ 
risps    riuch    higher    than    the    ordinary    amount  ihis 

S!;?sio"  northwardly,  begins  %^^^^y\Z\tA7Xll 
above  description  does  not  suit  The  part  of  it  ^"  ^^J^;^^^ 
U  verv  diffe-rent  from  where  "  the  sea  and  shore  meets  tor  the 
mosTpartla  .  mingled  serie.  of  bays,  inlets,  estuaries  and 
small  islands  just  above  tide.  +;/1p  wntpr    is 

The  description   of  the  soil,   as  applied  to  tide-water    is 
equa  lytaccLate,  and  the  facts  m   the  last  Bentence  of  the 
Eeport  not  only  do  not  apply   to  the  Maryland  part  of  t^^^ 
division,  but  are  totally  opposite  to  them  as  -'^^'7 ^^'^'^ll' 
This  sentence  is  as  follows  :   -  In   every  tew  yeB.,rs   however, 
it  ^  well  known   that  the  low  portions  from  Norfolk  south- 
.  ai^d   and  r^rending  around  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  are  visited 
bTJimnic  diseased,  when  the  mortality  ^^^^  ^^f  ^^f}^^^ 
than  the  ordinary  amount."     Now,    ^^^  ^^^^f.^.t^^^^^^^ 
this  division  has  been  singularly  e^emf  ^^'^  ^f  ^^^^^ J^o^is 
tbe  country  from  epidemics.     When  the  cholera  0^1832  vis 
ited  and  mlde  almost  every  home  a  house  of  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^ 
United  States,  the  rural  part    of  this  region  f  ^^P^^^^^^^^ 
agej^      It   nowhere  assumed,   in  this  part  of  Maryland,  an 
epSen.ic  form.     Yery  few  cases  originated  ^ere;  some  few 
deaths  occurred  from  it,  but  the  disease   was  t^^en  in  cities 
away  from  this  section  and  did  not  spread  even  when  brought 
mto  it.    This  shows  how  strong  the  natural  ^Sf/^^f^  J^^' .^^^l 
which  counteract  the  generative  and  spread  otthe  f^^al  epidem 
ic      Y^hat  is   true   of  the   cholera  m  1832  is  e^nallj  true  oi 
t'at  its  second  visitation  in  1849  and  its  last  visitation    and 
the   same   is   true   of    the   yellow  fever  ^^\°^^^^ ,  §^7^^^"^ 
epidemics.     Another  table  in  the  same  report    that  ot   the 
-Wths   in  the  United  Statesfor  the  year  ending  June^^^^^^^ 
I860."  is  equally  conclusive  in  favor  not  only  o/^l^f  ^Pf!^^ 
health   of  Maryland,    but,    when  properly  estimated,  ot  the 
peculiar  health  of  this  tide-water  section. 

That  t^ble  shows  that  the  per  centage  of  deaths  is  ^^ss  in 
Maryland  than  any  other  of  the  '^old  thirteen,  except  Fenn- 
!yi;in1a,  the  deatlis  in  Maryland  being  1.09  (one  and  nine 
one  hundredths  of  one  per  cent,)  and  in  ^f  ^^  ^^T'oVr^ei 
(one  and  six  one  hundredths  of  one  per  cent  only,  ^nd  .Od  per 
Lnt  only  at  the  rate  of  three  one  hundredths  of  "^^  P^J/^^^* 
more  in  Maryland  than  in  Pennsylvania.  Now  make  due 
Slowance  for' the  greate.^  proportion  of  the  city  to  the  coun- 
try population  in  Maryland,  than  ^^^  ^^^^^^1^/^'^'  T  w 
difference  in  favor  of  the  latter  is"  not  only  d^^f^wan^^^^ 
stands  in  favor  of  Maryland,  but  make  the  farther  allowance 
for  the  ^'excessive  mortality"  amongst  the  free  negro  popu- 
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lation  as  shown  in  the  census  report,  and  the  advantage  is 
greatly  in  favor  of  Maryland.  When  we  take  into  consider- 
atfon  the  difference  as  to  the  kind  of  population  in  reference 
to  age  and  class  in  Maryland  and  that  of  any  of.  the  other 
States,  candor  must  compel  the  acknowledgement  of  what 
facts  and  figures  demonstrate,  that  it  stands  in  point  of  health 
equal  if  not  superior  to  any  part  of  the  Union;  now  what  is 
true  as  regards  Maryland  as  a  whole,  applies  with  particular 
force  to  the  tide  water  section  of  the  State.  It  has  been  the 
longest  settled,  and  those  who  emigrate  from  it  are  the  har- 
diest, most  hopeful  and  energetic  part  of  its  population,  leav- 
ing the  extremes  of  youth  and  age  to  swell  the  average  mor- 
tality, it  has  also  by  far  the  largest  proportion  of  free  negroes, 
and  if  amongst  these  the  mortality  is  not  so  fearful  ''as  shown 
in  the  census  table  in  the  Northern  States,  for  the  reason  as 
the  report  says,  page  6,  that,"  in  the  latter  State,  ("Mary- 
land) the  prejudices  against  this  class  appears  to  exist  to  only 
a  limited  extent,"  yet  it  is  so  excessive  as  to  greatly  increase 
the  totaFper^centage^of  mortality.  The  number  of  mariners 
and  sea  faring  men,  are  also  proportionably  very  great  in 
this  section,  and  this  class  are  liable  to  agreater  rate^of  mor- 
tality. 

Due  weight  being  given  to  the  above  facts  is  it  not  rea- 
sonable to  conclude  ?  Nay,  more,  is  it  not  clearly  proven  that 
the  health  of  this  section  is  at  least  equal  to  any  other  part 
of  the  United  States?  This  every  candid  man  must  acknowl- 
edge. 

Climate  of  the  Tide  Water  Division  of  Maryland. 

Climate  is  the  result  principally  of  latitude,  altitude,  pro- 
portion of  land  and  water,  tenture  and  color  of  the  soil  as  to 
absorbing  and  radiating  heat,  and  to  some  other  agencies 
whose  influence  at  present  is  not  well  understood. 

In  all  of  these  physical  requisites  to  a  mild  genial  climate, 
this  section  is  unequaled.  Its  latitude  is  of  that  mean  that 
makes  neither  a  cold  nor  a  hot  climate,  its  altitude  a  few 
hundred  feet  above  tide  water  renders  it  accessible  to  pleasant 
breezes,  the  furious  storms  that  sweep  so  frequently  over  the 
North  and  West  are  unknown  here.  The  sudden  extremes  of 
temperature,  injurious  to  animal  and  often  destructive  to  veg- 
etable life  cannot  occur  here  as  these  extremes,  are  tempered 
and  moderated  by  the  large  surface  of  water  which  acts  in 
regulating  temperature  as  I  before  have  explained.  The  cold 
current  running  down  our  coast  moderates  the  warmth  of  the 
Gulf  Stream,  and  in  turn  its  coldness  is  moderated  by  the 
latt-er,  the  soil  is  generally  of  the  color  which  absorbs  heat 
and  gradually  radiates  it  to  the  surrounding  air. 

The  effects  of  the  moderating  influences  of  water,  and 
the  color  of  the  soil,  is  well  shown  by  the  biting  of  tobacco 
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by  frost  in  the  Fall.  That  on  large  bodies  of  salt  water  and 
on  a  reddish  or  dark  soil  heing  entirely  uninjured,  whilst 
only  a  few  miles  distant,  that  away  from  the  water  on  a  light 
soil  will  be  totally  hilled.  The  winters  in  this  section  are 
short,  open  and  mild,  and  the  inhabitants  consider  them- 
selves fortunate  in  having  enough  of  cold  weather  to  obtain 
a  plentiful  supply  of  ice  for  the  summer,  and  if  proper  atten- 
tion be  given  to  the  ice  ponds  this  can  almost  always  be  done. 
The  summers  are  long  and  pleasant,  giving  abundant  time 
for  the  full  culture  and  development  of  all  kinds  of  grain, 
vegetables,  fruits  and  flowers.  Many  of  the  former  of  excel- 
lent quality  are  indigenous  to  the  country  and  can  be  found 
on  almost  every  farm— such  as  many  delicious  varieties  of 
grapes,  blackberries,  whortleberries,  sarvice  berries,  black- 
haws,  walnut,  many  exceellnt  varieties  of  hickory  nuts  and 
many  other  kinds,  which  come  to  maturity  much  earlier  in 
Spring  here,  and  last  much  later  in  the^Autumn,  than  in  the 
States  north  or  west  of  us.  This  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
strawberries,  peaches,  cherries,  apricots,  &c.,  are  fully  ten 
days  earlier  at  Annapolis  than  Baltimore,  other  things  being 
equal,  and  whilst  the  harbor  of  Baltimore,  one  of  the  coldest 
borders  of  this  region,  is  now,  while  I  write,  closed  to  vessels 
by  the  ice,  that  of  Annapolis,  only  thirty-one  miles  distant,  is 
free  and  open,  and  lower  down  the  larger  harbors  are  never 
closed.  Innumera!  le  wild  fowl — such  as  swan,  geese  and 
ducks — spend  their  winters  in  the  waters  of  this  section, 
escaping  thus  the  dreary  cold  of  the  winters  of  the  Eastern 
and  Northwest  States.  Here,  too,  many  song  birds  of  beau- 
tiful plumage  spend  their  summers,  raising  their  brood  of 
young  in  the  shadows  of  our  forests,  thus  avoiding  the  more 
excessive  heat  of  their  Southern  summer  homes.  These 
migratory  birds,  admirable  judges  by  unerring  instinct  of  a 
genial  climate,  make  their  appearance  much  earlier  in  Mary- 
land in  the  Spring  than  in  the  States  on  our  borders,  and  re- 
main much  later  in  the  Fall,  and  the  number  and  variety  is 
also  much  greater.  This  fact,  with  the  early  bloom  of  flow- 
ers and  fruits,  are  living  thermometric  witnesses  of  the  mild- 
ness and  benificence  of  tide-water  climate  far  exceeding  in 
value  the  inferences  drawn  from  mercurial  or  colored  Alcho- 
holic  solutions. 

Geographical  Position  of  the  Tide  Water  Section,  and  its 
Connections  with  the  Great  Marts  of  Commerce. 

This  section  of  Maryland  is  divided  by  the  Chesapeake 
Bay  into  two  parts,  that  known  as  the  Eastern  Shore  and 
that  part  of  the  State  on  the  Western  Shore  comprising  parts 
of  Harford  and  Baltimore  counties  before  laid  down,  and  the 
five  most  southern  counties  west  of  the  Bay,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  narrow  strip  between  Baltimore  and  Havre  de 
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Grace.  The  Western  division  of  this  section  is  in  the  gen- 
eral form  of  a  triangle,  whose  hase  is  the  Baltimore  and 
Washington  Railroad,  forty  miles  broad,  and  its  apex.  Point 
Lookout ;  the  distance  between  these  points  is  about 
seventy  miles  in  a  direct  line  ;  the  two  sides  of  the  triangle 
are  formed  by  the  Patapsco  river  and  the  Chesapeane  Bay  on 
the  East,  and  the  Potomac  river  on  the  West. 

The  Potomac  Eiver  is  about  125  miles  in  length  ;  it  is  a- 
bout  7^  miles  wide  at  its  mouth  ;  seventy  miles  above,  3  miles 
wide,  and  at  Alexandria,  1  mile  wide.  The  depth  between 
its  mouth  and  Washington,  is  from  18  to  120  feet ;  and  the 
tide  flows  to  Georgetown,  128  miles  from  its  mouth.  The 
distance,  by  air  line,  from  Washington  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Potomac,  is  about  72  miles. 

This  river  is  navigable  along  its  entire  border  of  this  sec- 
tion, for  vessels  of  the  largest  class.  One  of  the  navy  yards 
of  the  United  States  is  at  Washington,  the  extreme  western 
limit  of  navigation,  where  the  largest  frigates  are  built. 
This  river  varies  in  breadth  from  about  7^  miles  at  its 
mouth  to  about  1  mile  at  Washington,  the  head  of  tide- 
water, and,  anywhere  else,  would  be  regarded  as  an  une- 
qualled convenience  to  commerce  and  navigation.  On  the 
north-eastern  border  is  the  Chesapeake  .Bay,  where  all  the 
navies  of  the  world  could  sail  up  and  down  without  danger 
of  collision.  Numerous  creeks,  inlets _^and  small  bays  branch 
out  from  these  two  great  water  expanses,  aifording  safe  har- 
bors and  convenient  landings  within  a  few  miles  of  every 
farm  on  this  Peninsula.  But,  in  addition  to  this,  there  is 
the  Washington  Branch  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad, 
one  of  the  best,  if  not  the  very  best,  judging  by  its  perform- 
ances for  the  last  four  years,  in  the  United  States.  Midway 
between  Washington  and  Baltimore,  the  Annapolis  and  Elk- 
ridge  Railroad,  admirably  managed  and  constructed,  goes  to 
Annapolis,  the  Capital  of  the  State,  and  is  twenty  miles  in 
length.  On  the  northern  part  of  this  west  division,  from 
Baltimore  to  ^the  Susquehanna,  is  the  Philadelphia,  Wil- 
mington and  Baltimore  Railroad,  only  a  ^few  miles  distant 
from  and  parallel  to  the  Bay. 

These  are  the  commercial  facilities  already  existing,  and 
ought  to  be  sufficicient  to  satisfy  the  most  exacting  require- 
ments. But,  in  addition,  the  Baltimore  and  Potomac  Rail- 
road, extending  from  Baltimore  through  Anne  Arundel 
county,  crossing  the  Annapolis  and  Elkridge  Railroad  about 
ten  miles  Irom  Annapolis  and  the  Patuxent  river,  bust  below 
where  its  two  main  branches  unite  thence  to  a  point  about 
four  miles  south-west  in  Prince  George's  county,  on  the  Col- 
lington  Branch,  where  it  divides  ;  one  branch  thence  runs 
to  Washington  city,  by  the  nearest  route,  and  the  other 
through  the  eastern  and  middle  portions  of  Prince  George's 
county,  passing  near  Upper  Marlboro',   the  county  town,  to 


a  point  on  tlie  Potomac  river,  in  Charles  ©ounty,  opposite  to 
Acquia  Creek. 

The  contracts  for  the  completion,  within  a  given  time,  of 
this  road,  have  been  made,  and  a  part  of  it  is  now  being 
graded.  It  is  under  the  control  of  an  able  and  energetic 
President  and  a  Board  of  Directors  thoroughly  alive  to  the 
importance  of  the  great  interests  involved  in  its  completion. 
When  made,  it  will  connect  the  cities  of  Washington  and 
Baltimore  by  rail  thirty-six  miles  distant  from  each  other, 
and  give  daily  facilities  of  every  kind  with  each,  to  all  the 
country  along  its  route,  besides  being  a  great  highway  be- 
tween the  North  and  South.  There  is  another  and  great 
improvement  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Peninsula,  not  only  of 
the  greatest  local  advantage  to  the  parts  through  which  it  may 
pass,  but  of  paramount  importance  to  the  commerce  of  the 
great  cities  North  of  us  and  on  our  borders,  the  development 
of  the  great  coal  interests  of  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  and  of 
the  great  commercial  interests  of  the  whole  country.  This 
is  the  Chesapeake  and  Potomac  Kiver  Tide  Water  Canal. 

It  is  destined  to  connect  the  Chesapeake  bay  at  the  mouth 
of  Magothy  river,  or  at  some  point  between  ;Annapolis  and 
Baltimore  with  the  Potomac  river  at  or  near  Bladensburg, 
and  thence  by  tide  water  with  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal.  Several  very  eligible  routes  have  been  surveyed  be- 
tween these  points,  and  it  is  believed  that  this  work,  by  its 
great  commercial  necessity,  and  highly  remunerative  returns, 
will  soon  be  in  process  of  certain  and  speedy  completion.  It 
will  break  down  the  only  barrier  to  the  nearest  and  cheapest 
route  between  the  Cumberland  Coal  Kegions  in  Maryland, 
with  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  the  other  great  commer- 
cial cities  of  the  north;  will  give  the  cheapest  and  speediest 
transit  to  the  Agricultural  and  other  products  of  the  south 
and  south-west  to  those  cities,  and  be  the  common  highway 
for  all  purposes  between  those  sections,  and  a  great  part  of 
the  Atlantic  Border  of  the  Northern  and  Middle  States. 

It  will  pass  transversely  nearly  through  the  middle  parts 
of  Anne  Arundel  and  Prince  Greorge's  county,  and  its  advant- 
ages cannot  well  be  overrated.  For  particulars  the  reader  is 
referred  to  Eeport  of  Col.  Sweet,  made  to  the  corporators, 
Albany,  November  1866. 

The  Patuxent  Eiver,  emptying  into  the  Chesapeake  Bay, 
intersects  this  section,  running  parallel  to  the  Potomac,  and 
navigable  for  steamboats  and  bay  craft  for  about  forty  miles 
from  its  mouth. 

In  this  whole  division,  there  is  no  place  more  than  ten 
miles  from  bold  navigable  water,  or  a  well  conducted  railroad, 
and  very  many  immediately  on  them.  The  average  distance 
of  the  farm  houses  from  these,  does  not  exceed  three  miles. 

So  far  in  relation  to  its  water  and  railroad  facilities;  now 
for  the  great  marts  of  consumption :     Washington   city  and  : 
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Greorgetown,  we  have  seen,  is  easily  readied  by  railroad  and 
water,  within  a  few  hoars,  from,  all  parts  of  this  division. 
The  same  is  true  of  Alexandria,  and  Annapolis  and  Balti- 
more A  steamboat  canal  (the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware) 
connects  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  BaySj  offering  every 
facility  for  the  transportation  to  Philadelphia  and  iNew  York 
of  tbe  fruits  and  vegetables  to  supply  their  markets  much, 
earlier  and  easier  raised  here  than  anywhere  else  from  which 
these  cities  can  obtain  a  supply.  For,  remember,  we  have 
here  a  better  garden  soil  and  an  earlier  climate  than  is  found 
in  the  neighborhood  of  these  cities.  We  have  at  the  very 
threshold  of  this  section  very  large,  populous  and  growing 
cities;  all  ready,  and  constantly  increasing,  consumers  of  its 
various  agricultural  products,  with  a  certain,  safe,  quick 
and  cheap  conveyance  to  their  markets,  with  no  chance  of 
future  competition;  the  population,  the  consumers  of  this 
division  are  increasing  with  unparalelied  rapidity,  but  the  area 
to  supply  them  must  remain  stationary.  What  then,  must  be 
the  result  but  an  immense  increase  in  the  value  of  its  farm- 
ing, marketing,  garden  and  florallands? 

Staple  Productions  of  Land  aud  Water. 

These  are  wheat  of  fine  quality,  Indian  corn,  rye,  oats, 
tobacco,  buckwheat.  The  Sorghum  flourishes  here  also 
in  great  perfection.  The  cultivated  grasses  are,  clover,  tim- 
othy, rye  grass,  herd  grass,  all  growing  in  great  perfection, 
and  besides  these  there  are  many  indigenous  grasses  which, 
afford  almost  all  the  year  a  good  pasture  for  cattle  and  other 
stock. 

The  market  and  garden  vegetables  are,  onions,  cabbages, 
peas,  carrots,  parsnips,  tomatoes,  asparagus,  turnips,  cauli- 
flower, egg-plant,  oyster-plant,  beans,  peppers,  Irish  and 
sweet  potatoes  of  great  excellence.  The  finest  watermelons, 
musk  melons  and  canteleupes,  and  m'any  others,  too  numer- 
ous to  mention.  All  of  these  embracing  many  varieties,  suita- 
ble for  early,  medium  and  late  planting,  grow  in  the  first 
degree  of  perfection. 

The  fruits  are,  peaches,  apples,  pears,  apricots,  nectarines, 
strawberries,  grapes,  plums,  figs,  pomegranates,  and  many 
others  of  all  varieties,  giving  an  abiindaut  supply  from  the 
earliest  part  of  the  season  to  the  latest ;  and  I  have  fi  equent- 
ly  seen  contrasted  the  apple  which  had  been  kept  through 
the  winter  with  one  fresh  plucked  from  the  tree. 

The  garpe  vine  flourishes  most  exceedingly  well  here,  as  a 
prioria,  might  be  known  from  the  soil  and  climate. 

I  have,  as  a  general  thing,  seen  better  fruit  and  vegetables 

here  on  the  table  of  the  farmers  and  planters  of  Maryland 

than  is  shown  and  rewarded  by  prizes  in  the  Exhibitions 

North  and  West  of  us ;  and  we  have  very  many  here  which 

4 


26 

fhey  can  scarcely  grow,  some  not  all.  Many  of  the  fruits 
are  of  varieties  that  I  have  not  seen  elsewhere,  (no  two  speci- 
mens being  alike,)  and  are  of  surpassing  beauty,  resembling 
more  the  finished  production  of  an  accomplished  artist  than 
fruit  grown  without  particular  care  or  attention  in  a  common 
orchard.  At  an  entertainment  given  some  time  since  at 
Washington,  attended  by  the  elite  of  the  metropolis,  several 
baskets  of  apples  were  left  untouched,  the  guests  mistaking 
them  for  wax  work^  or  porcelain^  or  enamel  ;  and  when 
the  Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  the  sage  of  Marshfield,  made  some 
remarks  ou  the  rare  beauty  of  the  workmanship,  he  was 
incredulous  on  being  told  by  the  gentleman  who  had  pre- 
sented them  to  the  hostess,  that  they  were  genuine  apples, 
and  was  only  convinced  by  touching  and  eating  them.  Yet 
this  Iruit  was  grown  with  no  more  than  ordinary  care,  in  a 
common  orchard  in  St.  Mary's  county. 

The  forests  and  fields  too  abound  with  many  excellent 
wild  fruits — such  as  grapes,  chesnuts,  walnuts,  hickory  nuts 
(several  varieties  of  each,)  persimmons,  from  which  an  excel- 
lent domestic  beer  is  made,  and  from  the  burnt  seed  of  which 
is  made  a  drink,  a  good  substitute  for  coffee,  (much  better 
than  many  sold  in  the  sheps  at  present)  ;  blackberries,  cran- 
berries, whortleberries,  and  many  others  too  numerous  to 
mention. 

Many  of  the  forest  trees,  especially  the  oak,  hickory,  and 
beech  by  their  abundant  mast,  furnish  a  most  excellent  and 
fattening  food  for  hogs,  and  good  pork  is  frec[uently  thus  ob- 
tained without  the  aid  of  any  pen-fattening. 

The  forest  and  fields  also  abound  with  game — such  as 
pheasants,  partridges,  snipe,  woodcock,  wild  pigeons,  rabbits, 
squirrels,  raccoons,  opossum,  deer,  and  for  sport  the  red  and 
grey  fox. 

The  mild  climate  and  abundance  of  food  enables  all  of 
these  animals  to  multiply  in  great  abundance:  Great  as  is 
the  supply  of  game  meat  or  wild  food  from  the  land,  it  is  far 
exceeded  by  that  of  the  waters,  which,  as  I  have  shown,  are 
very  evenly  distributed  through  this  whole  section.  Amongst 
biids  we  have  almost  innumerable  quantities  of  wild  geese, 
swan,  wild  ducks  of  the  finest  varieties  and  most  delicious 
■  flavor.  Ortolans  is  a  delightful  repast  for  convalescent  or 
gourmand,  and  under  the  water  the  supply  of  wholesome 
nutricious  food  and  luxuries  is  greater  by  far  than  that  from 
the  other  two  combined,  great  as  it  is,  and  far  exceeds  that 
found  anywhere  else  of  which  we  have  personal  knowledge 
or  written  record.     First. 

The  shad  and  herring  fisheries  in  the  Susquehannah,  Po- 
tomac, and  other  tributaries  to  the  Chesapeake  exceed  in 
quantity  as  they  do  in  excellence  all  the  rest  of  the  United 
States.  Besides  these  staple  fisheries  we  have  rock  fish, 
sturgeon,  mullet,  taylor,  trout,  sunfish,  croakers,  and  very 
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many  other  varieties  of  delicious  table  fish,  some  of  them  ob- 
tained at  each  and  all  seasons  of  the  year,  and  easily  caught 
by  traps,  weirs^  the  seine,  or  hook  and  line. 

In  the  way  of  shell  fish  there  are  most  abundant,  large 
and  widely  dispersed  beds  of  oysters  of  the  finest  flavor,  and 
furnishing  employment  to  millions  of  capital  and  thousands 
of  laborers  every  year,  hard  crabs,,  soft  crabs,  maninoes, 
turtles,  and  last,  but  by  no  means  least,  the  diamond  black 
terrapin,  wonderfully  esteemed  by  epicures,  and  yet  r!o  deli- 
cate and  easily  digested,  that  the  daintiest  invalid  need  fear 
any  ill  consequences  from  a  hearty  meal. 

The  above  variety  of  game  and  fish  belong  not  to  one  or 
several  localities,  but  are  widely  diffused  throughout  every 
part  of  this  section  and  easily  obtained  with  but  slight  labor 
or  with  but  little  expense,  and  frequently  are  contiguous  to 
the  gardens  and  orchards  of  the  inhabitants. 

This  is  the  variety,  this  the  abundance  which  this  section 
offers  to  its  settlers,  can  it  be  matched  elsewhere  in  the  old 
or  in  the  new  world  ? 

The  value  of  the  oyster  trade  and  the  traffic  in  canned  fruits 
from  this  section  may  be  estimated  with  some  degree  of  cor- 
rectness from  a  perusal  of  the  following  statement  from  the 
Baltimore  price  current  for  1866. 

Otstirs  and  Canned  Goods. 

"Baltimore  continues  the  great  centre  for  this  class  of  goods, 
especially  as  relates  to  oysters  and  most  kinds  of  fruits  and 
vegetables,  and  the  past  year  has  more  fully  demonstrated 
her  peculiar  advantages  of  position  for  it. 

The  houses  prosecuting  the  trade  have  increased  during  the 
year  1866,  and  now  number  upwards  of  forty,  employing 
more  than  4,000  persons  of  both  sexes,  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  shucking,  packing,  peeling,  preserving,  &c. 

The  oyster  packing  commences  in  September,  and  continues 
to  June  15th,  though  the  great  bulk  of  the  hermetically  seal- 
ed varieties  are  prepared  for  market  within  about  three  and  a 
half  months,  when  the  oyster  is  in  perfection.  The  quantity 
of  oysters  brought  to  this  market,  is  fully  5,000,000  bushels, 
though  some  dealers  estimate  the  receipts  at  seven  millions. 
Some  two  millions  of  these  are  packed  raw,  in  cans  (iced)  of 
I  to  1  gallon  in  size,  requiring  about  4,250,000  cans  and 
200,000  cases.  The  balance  of  say  3,000,000  bushels,  are 
hermetically  sealed.  The  average  daily  consumption  for  the 
whole  season  is  upwards  of  20,000  bushels,  but  during  the 
three  and  a  half  months  of  hermetically  sealed  activity,  the 
consumption  is  upwards  of  47,000  bushels  daily  ! 

The  raw  or  fresh  oyster  branch  gives  employment  to  about 
1,200  persons — shucking,  packing,  &c.  The  shuckers  are 
principally  negroes. 
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The  hermetically  sealed  branch  requires  about  2,500,  chie% 
white  persons,  of  the  female  sex — for  the  reason  that  the  new 
process  of  steaming,  renders  the  opening  of  the  oyster  so 
simple  that  children  may  do  it. 

The  number  of  cans  of  1,  2  and  3  pounds  each,  hermetically 
sealed  daily  during  the  active  season  is  quite  75,000.  Thus, 
nearly  8,000^000  of  cans  are  required  for  the  oysters;  and 
during  the  fruits  and  vegetable  season  of  summer,  the  daily 
average  is  about  the  same  for  a  period  equal  to  the  oyster 
season  of  winter.  So  that  some  15  to  16,000,000  of  cans  of 
oysters,  frnits  and  vegetables  are  the  product  of  this  indus- 
trial pursuit,  and  these  again  require  some  600,000  cases  in 
which  they  are  packed. 

The  manufacture  of  the  cans  gives  employment  to  upwards 
of  four  hundred  persons,  and  the  value  of  the  tin,  solder,  &c., 
used  in  the  manufacture,  is  near  a  million  of  dollars. 

The  case-making  requires  some  two  hundred  and  forty  to 
fifty  carpenters  constantly  employed,  and  the  cost  of  them  is 
about  $250,000. 

The  average  cost  of  the  oysters  for  the  year  has  been  about 
50  cts.  per  bashrd.  The  value  of  the  hermetically  sealed 
oysters,  fruits  and  vegetables  is  equal  to  |3, 500, 000,  and  that 
of  the  fresh  oyster  branch  more  than  half  as  much  moie,  or  a 
sum  total  in  value  of  this  trade  upwards  of  $5,250,000. 

The  number  of  vessels  engaged  taking  oysters  for  the  Bal- 
timore market  is  more  than  1000  of  fifty  tons  each,  and  some 
500  to  600  vesseis  of  larger  class  are  running  them  to  market, 
These  vessels,  1500  to  1600  in  number,  require  an  average  of 
crews  equal  to  four  each,  or  some  6000  persons.  Then  dur- 
ing the  summer  and  Autumn,  or  the  fruit  and  vegetable  sea- 
son, as  many  more  persons  are  engaged  pickling,  boxing  and 
shipping  them  to  market,  by  steamers  and  bay  craft;  and 
when  ail  these  oysters,  fruits  and  vegetables  reach  our  whar- 
ves there  is  a  teeming  hive  of  carters,  carmen  and  draymen, 
who  derive  a  living  from  the  delivery  of  the  same. 

This  trade  has  so  rapidly  grown  to  prodigious  proportions 
within  a  few  years,  as  to  excite  astonishment  with  those  even 
who  have  had  most  experience  in  it.  The  chief  points  of 
shipment  for  these  goods  are  to  the  West,  far  West,  and 
North  and  Southwest,  while  the  trade  to  California,  once  so 
large,  has  diminished  down  to  more  insignificence." 

This  by  n©  means  shows  the  fall  extent  of  the  trade  as  the 
cities  of  the  District,  Philadelphia,  Ifew  York  and  the  North- 
ern citier  derive  their  chief  supply  from  this  section  and  the 
quantity  does  not  appear  in  the  Baltimore  Price  Current. 

Live  Stock  m  the  Tide- Water  Division. 

All  domestic  animals  from  the  horse  to  the  hog  flourish 
well  here  and  attain  the  highest  degree  of  perfection.     "V^at 
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has  "been  said  of  the  live  stock  of  Maryland  in  general  ap- 
plies with  full  force  to  this  favored  section  of  it,  for  many  of 
the  highest  premiums  have  been  obtained  in  competition 
with  the  best  stock  at  Cattle  Shows  North  and  South  of  us. 

Poultry  is  abundant  and  every  variety  thrives  exceedingly 
well.  It  always  brings  good  prices  and  finds  ready  sale  at 
the  city  markets,  and  is  regarded  as  a  profitable  branch  of 
husbandry.  From  the  climate,  the  abandance  and  variety 
of  food  for  stock,  of  course  milk  can  be  obtained  in  very  great 
abundance,  and  butter  and  cheese  very  cheaply  made. 

Timber  and  Fruit  Trees. 

The  variety  and  quantity  of  forest  and  timber  trees  is  large 
and  valuable.  PromiDently  amongst  the  former  is  white 
oak,  of  superior  quality  lor  ship  building,  pine,  and,  in  the 
lower  counties  oi  the  Eastern  Shore,  cypress.  Besides  these, 
there  is  a  very  large  growth  of  ash,  yellow  poplar,  one  of 
the  strongest  and  most  durable  of  woods,  white  poplar,  red 
gum,  locust  and  chestnut,  the  most  durable  of  woods  for 
fencing,  and  many  other  kind  of  trees  not  necessary  to  be 
mentioned.  For  furniture,  ornamental  ivooa  ivorJc  and  cabi- 
net ware  beech,  walnut,  cherry,  several  varieties  of 
maple  and  oak  stand  most  prominent,  and  from  these  most 
durable  and  beautiful  articles  of  furnitue  and  domestic  wood 
ware  of  every  kind  is  made. 

Dye  Stuffs. — The  bark,  roots  and  berries  of  many  of  the  in- 
digenous trees,  plants  and  shrubs  furnish  a  great  variety  of 
useful,  beautiful  and  permanent  dyes. 

Medicinal  Plants  and  Herbs. 

These  embrace  numerous  varieties  of  every  class,  capable 
in  a  great  measure  of  meeting  the  indications  necessary  for 
the  prevention  and  cure  of  almost  every  form  of  disease. 

Many  of  them  hold  high  places  in  the  United  States  Dis- 
pensatory, and  have  been  found  to  be  most  useful  and  valu- 
able remedial  agents. 

Ores  and  Useeul  Metals. 

Within  the  Tide-water  sections  the  only_^ores  of  this  class 
that  prevail,  even  to  a  moderate  extent,  are  one  or  two  varie- 
ties of  iron  ore.  These  are  not  deemed  here  worthy  of  more 
special  mention,  as  they  would  not  of  themselves  be  the  occa- 
siuu  of  immigration  here;  yet  when  it  does  come  they  are 
certainly  worthy  of  attention.  There  is  a  plentiful  supply 
of  good  building  brick  clay  in  almost  every  part  of  the 
country. 

In  some,  sections^  of  the  countries  are  large  deposits  of 
tripoli  of  the  ^  purest  ^and  best  varieties.  This  is  composed  of 


30 

tlie  microscopic  shells  of  myriads  of  animal culae  of  the  rarest 
beauty  of  form  and  color.  It  is  used  as  a  polishing  mate- 
rial for  metals,  and  if  proper  attention  and  skill  be  directed 
to  it  will  prove  a  most  valuable  product. 

Soil  and  Faces  of  this  Country. 

With  regard  to  no  part  of  the  United  States  is  there  so 
much  of  error  and  misconception  in  relation  to  the  face  of  the 
country  and  surface  as  to  the  Tide-vfater  Section  of  Mary- 
land. 

Published  official  documents  have,  in  a  great  measure  given 
rise  to  false  notions  on  this  subject,  and  as  it  has  heretofore 
been  out  of  the  general  line  of  travel  no  opportunity  for  cor- 
recting theee  in  the  mind  of  the  public  has  existed. 

The  census  reports  have,  in  a  great  measure  endorsed  and 
diffused  the  false  notions  on  this  subject,  partly  from  their 
not  being  carefully  examined  and  very  much  from  their  want 
of  correctness. 

The  census  report  of  1860  divides  the  United  States  into 
seven  grand,  natural  divisions.  Tiie  first  of  these  it  denomi- 
nates as  "Lowlands  along  the  Atlantic  coast,  comprising  a 
general  breadth  of  two  counties  along  the  Atlantic  from 
Delaware  to  Georgia."  This  is  described  as  a  sandy  plain 
of  uniform  level  a  thousand  miles  along  the  coast^  extending 
from  fitty  to  one  hundred  miles  inland,  where  "the  sea  and 
shore  meet  for  the  most  part  in  a  mingled  series  of  bays, 
estuaries  and  small  islands,  rising  just  abo7e  tide." 

Now  this  description  is  no  more  true  of  Tide-water  Mary- 
land than  it  is  of  any  other  section  of  the  United  States.  I 
have  shown  by  the  figures  how  the  cone] usions  as  to  health 
is  wrong  in  regard  to  this  tect  on,  and  I  will  prove  in  the 
same  manner  how  erroneous  the  foregoing  statement  is  in 
relation  to  the  face  of  the  country.  The  Western  division  of 
this  section  is  as  I  have  already  stated  a  peninsula  lying  be- 
tween the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  the  Potomac  Kiver. 

This  peninsula  is  divided  into  two  unequal  parts  by  the 
Patuxent  river,  on  the  East  of  which  and  between  it  and  the 
Chesapeake  bay,  lie  the  counties  of  Anne  Arundel  and  Calvert; 
on  the  West,  are  the  counties  of  Prince  Georj<,e,  Charles  and 
St.  Mary's.  In  each  of  these  sub-divisions  there  is  a  divid- 
ing ridge,  or  back  bone,  (nearlv  parallel  to  their  main  water 
courses  running  through  their  whole  extent,)  which  seperates 
the  head  of  the  streams  of  the  former  that  flow  into  the  Pa- 
tuxent from  those  that  flow  into  the  bay  and   its  tributaries. 

This  ridge  is  from  150  teet  at  its  lowest,  to  about  350  feet 
at  its  highest  point;  when  it  is  recollected  that  this  penin- 
sula does  not  exceed  twenty-five  miles  in  its  widest  part,  and 
that  this  is  so  divided  by  streams,  and  that  a  fall  of  only 
two  or  three  feet  per  mile  is  sufficient  to  insure  a  free  running 
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current  in  water,  it  can  well  he  understood  why  this  region 
should  be  generally  free  from  low  grounds,  swamps  and  mar- 
shes, and  how  easily  these  may  be  drained  when  they  have  acci- 
dentally been  made  by  the  washings  of  the  roads  in  filling  up 
the'beds  of  streams  which  they  cross.  To  this  cause  is  to  be  at- 
tributed many  of  the  small  marshes  which  exist  in  this  sec- 
tion and  I'rom  the  above  it  is  conclusive  how  easily  and  per- 
fectly they  may  be  efiectually  drained  and  converted  into  the 
most  valuable  land. 

What  is  true  of  this  peninsula  hold  equally  true  of  that 
lying  between  the  Patuxent  on  the  West  and  the  difiTerent 
arms  of  the  bay  and  the  bay  itself  on  the  East. 

In  proof  of  all  this  I  submit  thefoUowing  levels  and  distances 
from  tide  water  at  Washington  to  tide  water  on  the  Severn 
river  above  Annapolis.  A  careful  scrutiny  of  the  levels  and 
distances  is  particularly  requested: 

The  following  are  the  field  notes,  showing  the  elevations 
above  tide,  also  the  distances  between  the  same,  upon  the 
several  lines  designated  as  ''Lower  Line  A,"  "Upper  Line 
B,"  and  "Bound   Bay  Line  G." 


Table  of  distances  and  elevations  (Loiuer  Line  A)  from  tlie 
mouth  of  the  "Beaver  Dam  Creclc"  {Potomao  Paver)  to 
*' '  Clagett's  Landing' '  (South  River. ) 
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Table  of  distances  and  elevations  (Upper  Line  B)  from  Easlern 
Branch  Potomac  (three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  Bladenshurg) 
to  head  of  South  liiver. 
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Tahle  </  .distances  and  el&vaMons  (Bound  Bay  Line  0)  from 
Eastern  Branch  PotomaG  (tlvree-guarterB  of  a  mile  heloio 
Bladmsburg)  to  Severn  Biver — first  15  miles  same  as  lineB. 
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RespecttuHy  Submitted. 

THOMAS  FEANKLIN, 

Assistant  Engineer. 
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These  surveys  at  once  refute  tlie  idea  of  "sandy  plains^  a 
mingled  series  of  estuaries,  islands,  &c.,  just  rising  above 
tide." 

It  is  well  to  observe  here  that  the  coast  survey  shows  the 
same  general  face  of  the  country  to  extend  all  down  this  pen- 
insula to  a  few  miles  of  Point  Lookout, 

The  above  elevations  of  this  ridge  as  to  their  lowest  point, 
have  been  carefully  determined  by  instrumental  surveys  made 
by  the  best  engineers,  and  are  therefore  entitled  to  full  confi- 
dence. 

To  the  nature  and  composition  of  the  soil,  and  the  means 
at  hand  on  it  and  under  it,  for  its  improvement,  I  shall  now 
invite  special  attention.  The  conclusion  might  be  fairly 
drawn  froti:;  what  I  have  said  of  the  growth  and  productions 
of  this  State,  that  it  has  a  fertile  soil.  A  reasoning  farmer 
would  know  this  from  the  enumeration  of  its  forest  trees,  but 
I  shall  give  proof  more  direct  and  circumstantial  than  this, 
and  shall  give  it  of  different  kinds,  each  substantiating  and 
confirming  the  other  and  each  showing  the  truth  of  my  state- 
ments and  opinion. 

To  a  proper  understanding  of  what  I  say  in  relation 
to  the  several  varieties  of  soil,  some  general  remarks  in  rela- 
tion to  it  is  necessary. 

The  soil  is  that  portion  of  the  earth  which  forms  its  outer 
crust  and  is  indispensable  to  the  vegetable  world,  not  only  for 
its  mechanical  support,  but  also  for  furnishing  it  materials 
for  growth  and  nourishment,  and  the  fertility  of  a  soil  other 
things  being  equal  is  in  direct  ratio  to  its  mechanical  texture 
and  crop  nourishing  substances  which  it  may  contain;  the  two 
factors  are  mechanical  texture  and  nourishing  substances,  the 
product,  the  crop.  When  therefore  soils  are  called  fertile,  it 
is  meant  that  they  have  a  proper  mechanical  texture  for  sup- 
porting the  roots  and  stalks  of  plants  to  he  grown  in  them 
and  also  contain  a  supply  of  the  nourishing  properties  or  sub. 
stances  which  vegetable  life  requires  in  a  form  and  condition 
which  the  plant  can  readily  appropriate  to  its  growth  and 
development.  Bj  a  good  soil  is  understood  that  variety  of 
soil  which,  from  its  physical  texture,  is  capable  of  being  sup- 
plied, and  one  from  which  with  ordinary  care  and  attention 
remunerative  crops  may  be  gathered. 

This  idea  of  a  good  soil  is  presupposed  on  a  knowledge 
of  the  nature  and  components  of  the  several  parts  which  go 
to  make  the  sum  of  a  fertile  soil,  and  it  is  from  knowledge  of 
this  kind  that  correct  ideas  only  can  be  forrned. 

Since  four  substances,  namely :  Silicia,  Oxide  ot  Iron, 
Clay  and  Alumina,  form  by  far  the  greatest  proportion  of  a  soil 
other  substances  existing  comparatively  only  as  traces,  the 
physical  properties  of  a  soil  must  depend  on  the  relative  quan- 
tities of  these  four  fundamental  ingredients,  and  are  therefore 
as  different  as  the  numerous  proportions  in  which  these  four 
substances  can  be  mixed,  or  as  different  as  the  various  modes 
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of  combination  may  differ  in  which  these  substances  are  united 
to  each  other. 

There  is,  therefore,  almost  every  shade  of  difference  In  soils 
as  to  their  texture;  hut  goodness  or  badness  will  depend  either 
on  the  proportions  of  the  four  substances  named  above,  in 
certain  limits,  or  the  presence  in  certain  quantities  of  other 
substances,  the  directly  nourishing  substances.  A  necessary 
knowledge  of  each  of  these  can  certainly  be  known  by  proper 
analytical  examination  and  the  goodness  or  badness  of  soils 
accurately  determined. 

These  things  being  understood,  I  now  proceed  to  give  a  short 
but  accurate  description  of  the  principal  soils  composing  the 
tide  water  section  of  the  State,  which  are  found  in  every  part 
of  it,  unless  the  contrary  be  stated.  In  speaking  of  the  soil 
by  name  in  the  several  counties,  the  reader  may  refer  to  the 
general  description  here  given.  . 

First  then  we  mention  what  is  general  known  by  the 
name  of 

White  Oak  Soils. 

By  this  name  is  known  a  class  of  soils  vvhich  form  a  large 
part  of  the  tide  water  section  on  each  side  of  its  divisions. 

"This  class  may  readily  be  distinguished  from  all  others  by 
its  white  color,  firm,  compact  texture,  its  level  surface,  its 
great  retentiveness  of  moisture,  by  its  softness  and  plasticity 
when  wet,  and  by  its  firm  and  unyielding  nature  when  dry. 
It  is  almost  always  in  its  original  state^  covered  v/ith  white 
oak  timber,  from  which  it  derives  its  name.  Sometimes, 
however,  pine  grows  abundantly  ou  it,  mixed  with  the  white 
oak.  The  water  which  runs  off  from  its  sirrfaco  is  of  a  dirty 
white  color,  and  even  when  it  collects  in  pools,  takes  a  long 
time  to  become  clear;  in  other  words,  a  long  time  must  elapse 
before  all  the  earthy  matter  from  its  extreme  fineness,  sub- 
sides to  the  bottom.  The  suh-soilis  most  usually  a  true  white 
clay,  (silicate  of  alumina  and  protoxide  of  iron,)  unless  on  the 
points  of  land  running  into  the  rivers  and  ocean  where  red 
clay  predominates.  Occasionally,  vfe  find  the  sub-soil  of  a 
"mottled,  marbled"  character,  being  a  mixture  of  the  red  and 
white  clay  in  various  proportions.  The  sand  in  these  soils  is 
always  in  a  finely  comminuted  state,  feeling  but  slightly 
gritty  under  the  fingers,  and  receiving  minute  impressions 
when  placed  in  contact  with  any  uneven  surfacy.  It  is  from 
the  extreme  firmness  of  the  sand,  that  this  soil  derives  its 
compact  texture  and  its  power  of  retaining  moisture.  It  is 
this  which  makes  up  for  what  would  otherwise  be  a  deficiency 
in  the  clay  and  iron." 

The  above  was  written  more  than  fifteen  years  ago,  in  my 
first  report  to  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  since  that 
time  large  tracts  of  this  land  in  every  section  wher-e  they  are 
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found,  have  been  improved  permanently  and  principallj  by 
the  use  of  the  means  there  indicated.  This  has  been  done  with- 
out outlay  of  capital  to  but  a  small  extent;  in  very  maney  cases 
by  means  of  the  shell  marl  on  the  farms,  with  the  addition 
of  sea  grass,  and  the  ordinary  sources  of  farm  yard  manure; 
during  the  progress  of  this  improvement^  the  owners  of  the 
soil  have  had  the  unequalled  satisfaction  of  seeing  each  suc- 
ceeding year  productive  of  increasing  crops,  and  every  field 
yielding  annually  a  higher  tribute  to  the  labor  bestowed  on 
it,  every  day  in  fact,  an  increase  of  interest  on  an  increased 
capital,  and  all  this  not  the  chance  result  of  speculation,  but 
the  natural  reward  of  honest  labor  and  industry.  Much  of 
this  land  has  improved  within  the  last  decade  prior  to  I860, 
from  one  to  five  hundred  per  cent,  in  value,  and  during  this  pe- 
riod has  paid  annually  good  interest  on  this incresed value.  This 
increased  value  has  not  been  due  to  the  sudden  springing  up 
of  large  cities  or  the  opening  of  railroads  or  the  discovery  of 
mines,  but  derived  from  the  correct  application  of  the  natural 
means  of  improvement  existing  in  and  on  tbo  soil,  with  the 
correlative  advantages  of  health,  climate  and  advantages  of 
geographical  location,  these  latter  no  amount  of  capital  be- 
ing adequate  to  supply  where  they  do  not  naturally  exist, 
and  no  where  do  they  exist  to  the  degree  that  they  do  in  our 
State,  and  no  where  in  it  more  than  here. 

The  above  facts  have  been  verified,  proven  to  me,  and  can 
be  t.)  any  one  who  will  take  the  trouble  of  examining  them 
by  personal  investigation,  and  the  testimony  of  numerous 
gentlemen  of  the  first  standing  for  integrity  and  agricultural 
skill  in   the  State;  they  are   indeed  what  everybody  knows. 

I  have  given  the  above  description  as  it  was  published  fif- 
teen years  since,  how  correct  that  description  is,  was  attested 
at  the  time.  There  was  also  given  directions  as  to  the  proper 
mode  of  cultivation  and  manuring   and  the  result  predicted. 

The  picdiction  has  become  fulfilled,  fulfilled  to  the  letter 
and  spirit,  and  in  many  instances  have  exceeded  what  I  then 
said  of  the  prospective  results.  I  underestimated  the  capacity 
of  these  soils,  in  no  instance  did  I  overrate  them. 

To  those  who  care  to  appeal  to  specific  facts  and  figures, 
dollars  and  cents,  I  state  the  fact  communicated  by  letter  from 
a  very  prominent  gentleman  of  Maryland. 

That  the  nett  profits  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land, 
taxes,  interest  on  capital,  cost  of  manures  and  labor,  and  in- 
cidental expenses  of  every  kind  being  deducted,  amounted  in 
five  years  to  fity-one  dollars  and  forty-five  cents  ($51.45)  per 
acre;  the  land  costing  ten  dollars  per  acre  when  purchased. 
The  profits  on  many  plantations  have  been  greater  than  on 
this,  particularly  on  fruit  plantations. 

It  is  but  fair  to  state  that  the  above  land  was  worth  in  the 
market  fifty  dollars  per  acre  at  the  end  of  the  five  years. 


The  price  of  these  lands  vary  from  five  to  ten  dollars  as  to 
their  unimproved  condition  and  locality,  as  a  general  rule 
they  are  cheaper  as  we  proceed  down  the  bay,  and  sell  for  a 
much  less  price  in  Dorchester,  Somerset  and  Worcester,  in 
the  order  named  than  they  do  in  Talbot,  Queen  Anne's  and 
Kent  counties.  There  are  large  quantities  of  this  variety  of 
soil  more  or  less  improved  in  this  section,  and  its  price 
varies  from  twenty  to  one  hundred  dollars  per  acre,  according 
to  degree  of  improvement  and  locality.  Most  of  it  lies  di- 
rectly on  navigable  water  (the  Chesapeake  bay  or  its  tributa- 
ries) and  thus  first  rate  facilities  are  afforded  for  the  obtaining 
manures  and  the  transmission  of  farm  products  to  market  by 
speedy,  cheap  and  easy  routes.  No  more  force  being  required 
than  is  necessary  properly  to  work  the  various  crops  to  be 
grown  on  it.  These  soils  produce  the  finest  quality  of  wheat, 
both  as  to  color  and  weight,  which  usually  brings  the  highest 
prices  in  our  markets.  With  proper  working  and  manuring, 
wheat,  Indian  corn,  oats,  grasses,  fruits  and  vegetables,  thrive 
remarkably  well  and  are  good  compensating  crops. 

The  Red  and  Yellow  Clay  Soils, 

By  the  above  term  I  include  all  ot  those  soils  having  for 
their  bases  red  and  yellow  clay;  the  surface  soil  being  various 
as  to  its  physical  character,  composed  of  sand  of  various  de- 
gress of  fineness  and  more  or  less  light  in  color,  dependent 
on  the  quantity  of  vegetable  matter  in  it,  and  the  quantity  of 
peroxide  of  iron,  mixed  with  the  soils.  The  surface  soils  ex- 
tending to  the  depth  of  four  or  five  inches,  varies  in  the 
above  features  from' the  causes  assigned;  but  the  sub-soil  or 
base  of  soils  is  remarkably  uniform,  being  composed  of  red 
or  yellow  clay  of  the  kind  that  bricks  are  made  of,  and  of  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  strength. 

The  color  of  the  clay  differs  as  we  proceed  Southward, 
being  more  red  in  Cecil  and  Kent,  than  it  is  generally 
found  in  the  Southern  counties,  where  it  gradually  as- 
sumes a  lighter  color,  approaching  to  a  fawn  color  in  Worces- 
ter and  Somerset  counties,  the  strength  and  color  of  the  clay 
equally  decline  as  we  proceed  Southerly  in  this  section. 

Defidences  of  the  above  Soils. 

The  surface  soils  overlying  the  clay  are  deficient  as  to  tex- 
ture and  nutrient  substances.  Their  mechanical  or  physical 
texture  is  not  good,  and  they  are,  moreover,  generally  deficient 
in  the  nutrient  substances,  owing  to  improper  cultivation  and 
neglect,  they  have  become  poor  soils. 

3Iode  of  national  Improvement. 

Very  happily  this  can  be  effected  in  a  manner  at  once  cheap 
and  expeditious,  the  sub-soils  contain  all  that  is  necessary  to 
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improve  the  physical  character  of  these  soils,  and  thus  deep 
plowing,  turning  up  a  few  inches  of  these  clays,  not  only 
renders  these  soils  of  good  texture  and  good  color,  hut  also 
supplies  to  a  great  extent  the  necessary  quantities  of  Lime, 
Magnesia  and  Potash.  The  deficiency  of  Phosphoric  acid  is 
to  be  supplied  by  means  of  hone-dust,  the  Phosphatic  Gukn- 
oes,  or  any  good  Superphosphate — the  other  mineral  defi- 
ciencies are  all  very  cheaply  supplied.  Limes,  containing  a 
fair  proportion  of    Magnesia  should  he  used  on  them. 

It  will  he  seen  that  the  chief  deficiencies  of  this  class  of 
soils  can  he  removed  hy  proper  cultivation,  and  this  once 
done  will  he  permanent  as  to  the  physical  deficiencies  ;  these 
defects  m  soil,  where  natural  means  are  not  at  hand  to 
counteract  them',  being  always  the  most  difficult  and  expen- 
sive to  be  overcome. 

The  nutrient  substances  that  are  deficient  can  be  supplied 
with  little  labor  and  cost,  all  of  which  can  be  reimbursed  by 
the  first  crop  and  give  a  very  handsome  per  centage  of  profit, 
in  addition  to  permanent  improvement  of  the  soil.  These 
lands  are  level,  or  gently  rolling,  and  produce  in  great  per- 
fection all  the  various  grains,  grasses,  fruits  and  vegetables 
of  this  favored  section.  They  as  a  general  thing,  are  as  well 
timbered  and  watered,  and  healthy,  in  many  instances  hav- 
ing on  them  deposits  of  marl  capable  of  rendering  them 
speedily  and  permanently  very  productive. 

These  lands  in  many  instances  can  be  purchased  very 
cheaply  even  at  present,  though  they  have  for  the  most  part 
increased  more  than  a  hundred  per  cent,  in  value  since  I  first 
published  the  Report  of  my  examination  of  them,  now  fifteen 
years  since,  and  this,  too,  inthefaceof  most  disadvantageous 
circumstances  ;  their  improvement  being  mainly  due  to 
the  mode  of  cultivation  and  manuring  then  suggested, 
which  has  not  only  thus  increased  the  value  of  the  lands, 
but  at  the  same  time  these  lands  have  returned  remunerative 
crops  for  all  the  outlay  of  capital  on  them. 

They  can  be  purchased,  with  good  improvements,  at  from 
t€n  to  one  hundred  dollars  per  acre,  in  good  neighborhoods 
and  in  locations  very  accessible  to  water  navigation  and  Rail- 
road transportation.  Much  of  them  without  special  improve- 
ments are  to  be  obtained  at  less  prices. 

Black  Gum  Swamp  Soils. 

These  are  characterized  by  their  black  color,  light,  porous, 
chaffy  texture,  and  by  the  large  quantity  of  very  decomposed 
vegetable  matter  which  they  contained,  amounting  in  the  speci- 
mens which  I  have  analyzed,  from  thirty-five  to  as  much  as  sixty 
per  cent.  They  are  very  productive  in  corn^  but  wheat  does 
not  flourish  on  them,  owing  to  their  porous  texture.  This 
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^  class  of  soils  is  most  generally  found  in  bottom    lands,  and, 
'when  at  all  moist,  should  be  draijied.  j,,J 

The  best  application  for  them,  is  unslacked  magnesian 
lime,  for  even  when  a  fair  proportion  of  lime  is  found  on 
analysis,  yet  lime  will  act  on  them^  as  the  substances  neces- 
sary ior  plants  are  held  by  the  vegetable  matter,  which  can- 
not be  yielded  until  it  is  decomposed  ;  quick  lime  effects  this 
very  readily,  and  should  be  applied  for  every  rotation  as  long 
as  a  large  quantity  of  vegetable  matter  can  be  recognized. 
From  twenty  to  forty  bushels  applied  every  year,  willinsure^ 
for  a  number  of  years,  very  large  crops  of  corn,  and,  when 
the  texture  of  the  soil  will  allow,  large  crops  of  wheat  will 
be  produced.  These  soils  are  generally  quite  fertile,  bearing 
from  four  to  eight  barrels  of  corn  every  "year  for  a  great 
number  of  years. 

When  quick  lime  cannot  be  procured,  water-slacked  lime 
should  be  used.  Air-slacked  lime  will  benefit  them  but  very 
slightly,  aud  common  earth  of  any  kind,  by  rendering  them 
more  compact,  will  also  act  benificially  on  these  soils. 

They  can  be  bought  at  from  five  to  thirty  dollars  per  acre. 

Light  Sandy  Soils. 

These  soils  are  characterized  by  their  coarse,  gritty  tex- 
ture, their  porosity,  and  their  white  color.  Sometimes  the 
sand  in  them  is  brownish  from  the  presence  of  iron.  Their 
greatest  defect  is  mechanical.  They  are  deficient  in  clay  and 
iron,  and  their  sand  is  too  coarse  to  retain  much  from  the 
atmosphere.  These  soils  though  generally  poor,  yet  are  easily 
improved  by  the  addition  of  proper  manures,  and  are  amongst 
the  very  best  for  the  production  of  early  vegetables,  and 
fruits.  They  sell  very  cheaply,  and  to  persons  of  small 
means,  present  most  desirable  opportunities  for  investment, 
requiring  as  they  do  but  slight  force  for  their  cultivation. 

South  and   West  Kiver  and   Forest   of  Pkince  G-eorge's 

County  Soils. 

I  regret  that  there  has  been  no  name  in  use,  by  which 
the  soils  lying  adjacent  to  the  places  named,  and  also  exist- 
ing in  some  other  parts  of  the  Tide-water  District^  could  be 
heretofore  distinguished.  But  such  is  the  fact,  and  I  have 
therefore  to  designate  them  by  the  localities  where  they 
are  principally  found. 

I  now  propose  for  them  the  name  of  "  Green  <  Sand 
Soils."  There  being  a  fitnesss  in  this  name  for  them,  de- 
j)endent  on  their  Geological  position  as  well  as  by  their  deri- 
vation from  the  same  rocks  as  those  from  which  the  G-reen 
Sand  or  Jersey  Marl  was  produced.     A  description  of  the 
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•cliemical   transformations    and   reactions  by  which  this  has 
been  done,  would  he  out  of  place  in  a  work  of  this  kind. 

These  soils  are  justly  celebrated  for  their  great  fertility  and 
productiveness — for  the  ease  with  which  they  can  be  cultiva- 
ted, for  the  great  diversity  of  the  main  staples  which  can  be 
■grown  on  them — viz.,  tobacco,  wheat,  Indian  corn,  rye,  oats, 
and  clover,  as  well  as  fruits  and  vegetables  in  very  great 
perfection.  They  require  but  little  extraneous  manure  but 
Plaster  of  Paris,  and  with  this,  the  manure  resources  of  the 
.farm  and  good  tillage,  produce  from  thirty  to  forty  bushels 
of  wheat,  ten  to  twenty  barrels  of  Indian  corn,  equal  to  fifty 
or  one  hundred  bushels,  and  eight  hundred  to.twelve  hundred 
pounds  of  tobacco  per  acre  in  the  usual  rotations. 

From  its  abundant  production  of  grass  and  excellent  cli- 
mate, of  course  live  stock  of  all  kinds  can  be,  and  is  raised 
on  them  in  the  highest  degree  of  perfection  and  at  very  cheap 
rates.  It  is  an  alluvial  soil  formed  by  the  degradation  of 
those  rocks  which  form  the  richest  soils,  and  in  which  all  the 
nutrient  particles  already  exist  in  a  form  capable  of  ready 
assimilation  by  plants.  Its  physical  character  and  mechani- 
cal texture  is  that  which  is  found  in  the  very  best  clay  loams, 
in  the  surface  is  gently  rolling,  nowhere  presenting  any  seri- 
ous obstacles  to  cultivation.  They  are  located  very  conveni- 
ently to  navigable  waters,  have  a  healthy  aitmosphere,  and 
possess  all  the  social  advantages  conferred  by  a  well  educa- 
ted, well-bred,  courteous  and  moral  population.  The  price 
at  which  this  land  can  be  purchased  at  present  is  from  thirty 
to  one  hundred  dollars,  and  with  the  best  improvements  at 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  per  acre, — a  price  which 
was  cheap  when  gold  bore  no  premium  and  produce  was  from 
fifty  to  one  hundred  per  cent,  lower  than  at  present.  How 
cheap  these  lands  now  are  at  their  present  prices,  those  inte- 
rested may  judge  from  the  facts  which  I  have  given  above, 
-and  which  can  most  readily  be  verified.  I  have  visited,  and 
in  many  cases  have  specially  examined  the  finest  lands  in  the 
United  States,  such  as  those  of  the  Cumberland  and  Shenan- 
doah Tallies  in  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  the'  Gennesee 
Lands  in  New  York,  the  famous  Blue  G-rass  Lands  in  Ken- 
tucky, and  many  of  the  much  boasted  prairie  lands  of  the 
West.  But  few  of  these  equal  none  exceed  the  lands  under 
consideration  in  their  prime  essentials  of  fertility,  whilst  in 
local  advantages,  climate  and  variety  of  production,  the 
adaptativeness  to  our  great  staples  with  the  "cheap  and  easy 
raising  of  live  stock,  fruit  and  vegetables,  they  all  are  very 
inferior  to  them. 

All  that  a  genial  climate  and  a  most  fertile  soil  very  easy 
of  cultivation  can  produce  can  be  reared  here  in  the  greatest 
perfection,  and  then  cheaply  transported  a  short  distance  to 
4he  great  commercial  emporiums  of  the  country. 
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These  lands  require  now,  and  will  not  require  for  a  century, 
but  a  small  quantity  of  foreign  manure  ( if  the  domestic  ma- 
nures are  properly  husbanded,)  and  to  purchase  and  use  of 
these  will  involve  but  slight  expense,  with  certain  and  direct 
remuneration. 

There  are  no  lands  for  sale  in  this  or  any  other  country, 
that  combine  so  many  of  the  moral  and  material  advantages 
as  these  lands  :  Health,  convenience  to  market,  and  a  choice 
of  the  best  in  the  country — easy  and  cheap  cultivation,  easy, 
cheap  and  certain  transportation — the  choice,  in  many  instan- 
ces, of  Railroad  or  water  transportation — their  proximity  to 
the  great  southern  emporium  of  trade,  (Baltimore,)  and  daily, 
in  many  cases  almost  hourly  communication  with  the  Nation- 
al Capital — these,  with  a  highly-cultivated  and  refined  resi- 
dent population  present  a  combination  of  advantages  not  to 
be  found  elsewhere  in  the  United  States.  The  whole  Union 
cannot  present  its  counterpart.  On  these  lands  the  man  of 
wealth,  of  enterprise^  of  taste,  of  leisure,  can  enjoy  the  one 
or  gratify  the  other  to  an  extent  nowhere  else  practicable  in 
this  country.  Here  are  wide  fields  for  the  employment  of 
capital  with  profit,  combined  with  all  the  natural  gifts  tO' 
make  a  home,  a  "Home,  sweet  Home." 

Table  Land  Soils. 

These  are  a  distinct  class  of  soils,  occupying  the  summit 
level  in  the  interior  of  the  counties  of  Prince  G-eorge,  Charles, 
St.  Mary's,  and  to  a  small  extent  in  Calvert  counties.  They 
lie,  for  the  most  part,  at  the  head  of  the  streams  which  empty 
into  the  Potomac  and  Patuxent  rivers,  and  are  more  level  and 
flat  than  the  soils  before  described  which  are  contiguous  tO' 
them  ;  they  are  by  no  means  so  productive,  they  are,  however, 
well  wooded  and  watered.  Their  physical  texture  is  close, 
compact  and  retentive  of  water — this,  by  proper  cultivation 
and  manuring  can  be  readily  and  cheaply  improved,  whilst 
the  nutrient  substances  in  them  can  be  very  easily  and  cheaply 
supplied.  They  sell  at  a  price  much  below  their  real  value, 
and  from  their  cheapness  and  contiguity  to  market  are  very 
desirable  for  investment.  They  have  been  but  little  improved 
as  a  general  thing,  but  where  these  have  been  made,  ample 
returns  for  all  outlay  of  capital  and  labor  has  been  the  direct 
result.  They  lie  immediately  adjacent  to  the  lands  which 
have  just  been  described,  and  the  advantages  to  a  population 
of  small  means,  of  such  contiguity  can  at  once  be  recognized. 
They  cannot  fail  to  become  fertile,  valuable  and  the  residence 
of  a  numerous  population  if  properly  managed.  They  can 
be  purchased  at  cheap  rates  in  large  tracts,  and  thus  offer 
good  inducement  for  the  investment  of  capital,  with  certain, 
speedy  and  permanent  returns. 
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These  are  the  chief  varieties  of  soils  in  the  district  of  coun- 
try which  has  been  under  consideration.  There  are  many 
other  varieties,  modifications  and  mixtures  of  the  above,  con- 
fined to  small  localities,  but  all  partaking  in  the  general 
merit — of  easy  cultivation,  facility  of  improvement  and  con- 
^venience  to  market. 

Soils  on  the  Baltimoeb  and  Washington  Eailroad. 

These  are  entitled  to  separate  notice,  as,  uufortunately  for 
the  reputation  of  our  State,  amongst  strangers  who  merely 
pass  through  it  on  the  Eailroad,  they  embrace  all  of  the  very 
loorst  that  can  be  found  in  the  State,  with  a  very  slight  mod- 
icum of  those  which  are  even  passably  good.  For  the  first 
nine  miles  of  the  road  from  Baltimore  to  the  Relay  House, 
the  face  of  the  country  is  pleasantly  rolling,  but  for  the  most 
part  composed  of  tou2:h,  close,  retentive  clay,  poor  in  produc- 
tion and  hard  to  work— sufi'ering  alike  from  too  much  water 
in  rainy  and  from  drought  in  dry  seasons;  it  was  formerly, 
and  to  a  great  extent  is  now  owned  in  large  tracts,  whose 
chief  value  consisted  in  the  iron  ore  mined  on  it,  which  is  of 
first  rate  quality;  and  from  the  scrubby  oak  wood  cut  from 
the  surface.  But  few  attempts  have  been  made  towards  its 
agricultural  improvement.  The  texture  and  physical  char- 
acters of  the  soil  being  such  as  in  a  great  measure  to  impede 
the  value  of  the  nutrieat  substances  existing  in  it.  But  even 
here,  where  proper  efforts  have  been  made,  great  improve- 
ment has  taken  place.  A  gentleman  of  energy,  talent  and 
capital  has  purchased  largely  of  it,  and  has  been  rewarded 
with  ample  returns.  Between  the  Patapsco  and  the  Little 
Patuxent  Eiver,  the  country  is  gently  rolling,  and  though  a 
kinder  soil  than  the  one  above  mentioned,  yet  for  the  most 
.part,  in  its  natural  condition,  is  poor  and  unproductive  ; 
having  been  exhausted  by  long  and  improvident  cultivation. 
It,  however,  quickly  responds  to  the  proper  means  of  improve- 
ment,— has  risen,  and  is  now  rapidly  rising  in  value. 

Between  the  Little  Pautuxent  and  the  Big  Pautuxent,  at 
the  Laurel  Factory,  there  is  an  alternative  of  close,  compact 
clayey  soils  and  loose  light  sandy  soils,  in  their  natural  con- 
dition poor  and  unproductive,  presenting  anything  but  an 
inviting  appearance  to  the  traveller.  These  soils,  however^ 
will  respond  readily  to  means  of  improvements,  and  speedily 
realize  very  propitious  results. 

Between  the  Big  Pautuxent  (Laurel)  and  the  District  Line, 
the  soils  for  the  most  part  are  of  a  close,  poor  clay — and  very 
poor  and  barren  when  unimproved.  Yet,  as  has  been  dem- 
onstrated, they  at  remunerative  expense  can  be  (for  some  of 
rfchem  have  baen)  m.ade  very  productive. 


46 

For  the  most  part,  the  Kailroad  through  the  tide-water 
section  of  Maryland  runs  through  the  most  unproductive  and 
iminteresting  part  of  it. 

I^amiliar  as  I  am  with  the  whole  State,  I  know  of  no  dis- 
trict in  it  of  the  same  extent  as  that  traversed  by  the  Phila- 
delphia and  Wilmington  and  the  Baltimore  and  Washington 
Eoad,  on  which  so  much  of  poor,  unpromising  and  barren 
soil  could  be  found,  none  on  which  a  far  greater  quantity  of 
rich  and  fertile  soil  would  not  be  apparent. 

It  is  a  most  mistaken  idea  to  judge  of  tide-water  Maryland 
by  the  country  through  which  the  Railroad  passes.  It  is 
vastly  inferior  to  the  average  of  any  other  part  of  the  same 
extent  and  only  represents  itself.  It  is  no  index  of  the  ad- 
jacent soils.  Yet  even  on  this  by  far  the  worst  part,  im- 
provement, b)^  proper  means,  is  easily  made — the  texture  of 
the  soil  can  be  rapidly  changed  to  a  very  good  condition.  This 
is  the  most  difficult  part  of  soil  improvement — and  the  judi- 
cious application  of  the  directly  nourishing  substances  wilt 
always  insure  most  remunerative  production. 

This  particular  part  has  the  very  great  advantage  of  easy, 
constant  and  quick  access  to  the  cities  of  Annapolis,  Wash- 
ington and  Baltimore  ;  persons  can  enjoy  all  the  healthful, 
cheap  pleasures  of  a  country  life  whilst  attending  to  their 
daily  pursuits  in  these  cities.  The  cars  pass  at  nearly  every 
hour  of  the  d.ay,  and  the  lawyer,  banker,  mechanic  or  merchant 
€an  exercise  all  his  professional  iunctions  in  the  city,  and 
enjoy  at  the  same  time  the  quiet  and  retirement  of  a  country 
life,  can  improve  their  health  by  life-giving  exercise  in  rural 
pursuits,  and  at  the  same  time  give  all  necessary  attention  to^ 
business  in  these  cities,  Avhether  in  public  employment  or  en- 
gaged in  the  private  pursuits  of  life.  These  are  conveniences 
that  make  up  for  many  of  the  natural  deficiencies  of  soil  in 
this  particular  section,  and  must  necessarily  tend  to  enhance 
the  value  of  property  here.  Already  much  of  it  has  been 
purchased  by  persons  engaged*  in  cities  for  the  purpose  of 
permanent  residence,  and  this  action  will  be  greatly  on  the 
increase  in  the  future.  Healthful,  pure  country  air,  quiet, 
abundance  ot  room,  grassy  lawns,  fresh  fruity  flowers  and 
vegetables  daily  raised  in  our  own  air,  on  our  own  ground, 
are  blessings  which  vindicate  their  own  excellence,  and  are 
appreciated  by  none  more  than  those  who  have  to  incur  the 
wear  and  tear  of  mechanical,  mercantile  and  professional 
X3ursuits.  Capital  will  seek  these  places  as  soon  as  their  meritS' 
are  known. 
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Tlie    Western  Bivision  of  the   Tidetvater  Section 
of  Maryland. 

This  embraces  the  counties  of  Anne  Arundel,  Prince 
George,  Calvert,  Charles  and  St.  Mary's,  and  parts  of  Balti- 
more and  Harford  counties. 

This  division  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Washington 
and  Baltimore,  and  by  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and 
Baltimore  railroads  ;  on  the  east  by  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  and 
on  the  west  by  the  Potomac  river.  The  parts  of  Baltimore 
and  Harford  counties  lying  northeast  of  Baltimore  are  nar- 
row strips  of  those  counties  lying  immediately  on  the  Chesa- 
peake Bay  and  the  P.  W.  and  B,  railroad,  and  are  not  in- 
cluded in  the  above  boundaries. 

The  surface  of  the  country  is  gently  rolling,  having  neither 
abrupt  or  broken  hills  nor  any  surface  of  level,  flat  land  or 
swamps.  It  is  well  watered  with  many  springs  and  streams 
of  the  softest  and  best  water. 

It  is  well  wooded. 

It  is  as  healthy  as  any  i^art  of  the  Union  I  have  hereto- 
fore known. 

Is  has  on  it  many,  very  many  locations  equal  in  point  of 
health  and  very  superior  in  beauty  of  scenery  to  the  most 
favored  watering  places  in  the  United  States,  affording  ample 
facilities  for  saline  bathing.  The  air,  cooled  by  the  breezes 
from  the  Bay  and  Potomac,  diminishes  very  much  the  heat 
of  the  summer,  and  checks  the  coldness  of  the  winter  months. 
Either  beautiful  i'nland  or  charming  and  romantic  water 
views  constantly  present  themselves — very  often  there  is  a 
combination  of  them — viewing  the  land  from  the  water,  or 
the  water  from  the  land,  scarcely  any  change  could  be  sug- 
gested, by  the  most  cultivated  taste,  without  marring  the 
beauty  of  the  scenery.  In  most  countries  the  facilities  of 
water  navigation  are  counterbalanced  by  the  disadvantages 
of  the  level,  flat  and  heavy  surface  of  the  surrounding  coun- 
try. Such  is  not  the  case  here.  The  greatest  convenience  of 
water  navigation  is  combined  with  the  most  fertile  soil  and 
the  most  beautiful  sctnery.  On  all  sides  blessings  have  been 
scattered  with  a  ''  wasteful  hand."      No  where  are  the  same 
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natural  advantages  afforded  of  cheap,  plentiful  and  luxurious 
living  with,  the  fullest  means  of  high,  'rational,  social  and 
moral  enjoyment. 

With  peace  and  good  government  restored  in  the  land,  it 
must  become  the  residence  of  a  wealthy,  highly  cultivated 
and  happy  population,  all  the  material  aids  to  mental  cul- 
tivation, wealth  and  happiness  existing  here  in  almost  per- 
fect combination. 

■     Anne  Arundel  County. 

This  county  is  hounded  on  the  north  by  Patapsco  river' 
which  separates  it  from  Baltimore  city  and  county,  and  by 
the  Washington  and  Baltimore  railroad,  which  separates  it 
faom  Howard  county  ;  on  the  south  by  Calvert  county  ;  on 
the  east  by  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  on  the  west  by  the 
Patuxent  river,  which  separates  it  from  Prince  George's 
county.  Three  arms  of  the  Bay,  called  rivers — Magothy 
river,  Severn  river  and  South  river — penetrate  into  the  inte- 
rior about  ten  miles,  Magothy  river  being  the  most  northern, 
then  Severn,  whose  mouth  is  distant  about  ten  miles  from  the 
mouth  of  Magothy,  then  South  river,  whose  entrance  into 
the  bay  is  about  five  miles  below  the  mouth  of  Severn.  West 
river  and  Ehode  river,  so  called,  are  about  five  miles  below 
the  mouth  of  iSouth  river,  and  are  inconsiderable  arms  of  the 
bay.  The  county  is  therefore  naturally  divided  into  four 
distinct  j)eninsulas;  1st,  between  Magothy  river  and  the  Pa- 
tapsco. The  head  of  this  is  only  separated  from  Baltimore 
city  by  the  Patapsco  river,  over  which  there  is  a  bridge  about 
1,200  yards  long.  The  second  lies  between  Magothy  and  the 
Severn  rivers  ;  the  third  between  the  Severn  river  and  South 
river  and  the  fourth,  by  far  the  largest  in  extent,  between 
South  river  and  the  Patuxent  river.  There  is  another  dis- 
trict of  country  lying  between  the  Little  and  Big  Patuxent, 
known  as  the  Fork  of  the  Patuxent,  and  a  third  at  the  head 
of  the  streams  which  empty  into  the  Severn  and  Little  Pa- 
tuxent rivers,  known  as  the  Piney  Woods. 

The  entire  length  of  the  county,  from  no'rth  to  south,  is 
about  forty  miles,  with  an  average  breadth  of  about  twenty 
m.iles. 

Annapolis  the  capital  of  the  State  is  beautifully  situated- 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Severn  on  its  west  bank  and  besides  its 
water  communication  is  connected  with  the  cities  of  Wash- 
ington and  Baltimore  by  the  Annapolis  and  Elk  Eidge  road, 
which  connects  with  the  Baltimore  and  Washington  railroad 
about  equi-distant  between  these  two  cities.  The  time  between 
Annapolis  and  these  two  cities  is  about  two  hours,  over  the 
safest  and  best  -managed  railroads  in  the  United  States.     At 

Annapolis  is  the  United  States  Naval  School,  placed  here  in 

1^*  ^ 
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^consequence  of  the  superior  advantages  of  healtli  and  water 
privileges  and  convenience,  notwithstanding  all  the  best 
ports  and  harbors  in  the  country  had  persistent  and  able 
-advocates  to  cause  its  removal  When  in  consequence  of  the 
war  it  was  removed  to  Newport,  strong  efforts  were  made  to 
cause  its  permament  location  there.  Other  of  the  most  fa- 
vored points  in  the  North  also  desired  its  presence.  But  the 
unequaled  advantages  of  the  climate  and  harbor  of  Annapolis 
prevailed  over  all  other  considerations  and  it  has  been  re- 
moved to  Annapolis  and  permanently  located  there.  This 
fact  proves  the  superior  advantages  of  this  Maryland  harbor 
and  its  water  privileges  over  others  of  the  Union.  Though 
it  is  by  no  means  the  best  harbor  in  this  division  of  Mary- 
land. At  the  mouth  of  the  Patuxent  in  Calvert  county  there 
is  another  in  all  respects  superior  to  it. 

The  Topographical  Advantages  of  Anne  Arundel  County. 

First — Baltimore  and  Washington  railroad  is  its  north- 
ern boundary,  by  which  it  is  only  one  hour  distant  from 
the  city  of  Washington  and  less  than  that  time  from 
Baltimore  at  the  most  distant  part  of  the  county  on  this  road. 
The  Annapolis  and  Elk  Eidge  railroad  from  its  junction 
wilh  the  Baltimore  and  Washington  road,  about  equi-distant 
between  Baltimore  and  Washington^  runs  through  the  county 
twenty  miles  to  Annapolis,  and  for  about  ten  miles  of  this 
'distance  is  between  South  river  and  Severn  river  both  navi- 
gable for  this  distance  by  the  largest  size  steamboats.  The 
peninsula  formed  by  the  Patapsco  and  Magothy  rivers,  is  only 
a  few  miles  broad,  having  the  Patapsco  river  on  one  side,  at 
the  head  of  which  is  the  city  of  Baltimore  and  Magothy  river 
on  the  other,  giving  close,  immediate  and  direct  water  com- 
munication from  almost  every  man's  farm  to  this  great  mar- 
ket. The  district  between  the  Magothy  and  Severn  rivers 
has  on  one  side  the  Magothy  river  on  another  the  Chesapeake 
bay,  with  several  armlets,  and  on  another  the  Severn  river, 
which  besides  containing  one  of  the  iSnest  harbors  in  the 
United  States  is  navigable  for  steamboats  for  the  largest  size 
nearly  to  its  head.  The  peninsula  between  the  Severn  and 
•South  rivers,  in  regard  to  transportation  is  still  more  favored, 
being  only  six  or  eight  miles  in  width,  with  the  Chesapeake  bay 
at  its  foot,  Severn  and  South  river  on  either  side,  and  the 
Annapolis  and  Elk  Ridge  road  running  through  its  centre. 
^Here  is  a  choice  of  markets  by  railroad  and  water  navigation, 
which  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired.  The  district  known  as 
the  Piney  wood  district  is  located  on  the  Baltimore  and 
Washington  and  the  Annapolis  and  Elk  Ridge  road,  and  by 
good  wagon  roads  to  Baltimore,  can  and  does  transmit  its 
extensive  products  to  it  within  an  hour  or  two.     In  all  of  this 
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section  flowers,  fruit,  vegetables  of  every  kind  grown' in  this ■ 
latitude  flourishes  in  the  greatest  degree  of  perfection.     Their 
cultivation  has^  and  is  now  giving  more  certain  and  greater 
returns   for  lalDor  and  capital  than  any  other  tillage  in  any 
other  part  of  the  United  States.     With  a  varied  soil,  most 
excellent   for  the   growth   of  fruits,  flowers  and  vegetables, . 
(articles  most  needed  in  a  large  city,)  by  means  of  railroad  and. 
water  communication — they  may  be  placed  in  the  city  mar- 
kets before  the  dew  is  off  their  leaves.     The  district  known 
as  the  Fork  of  the  Patuxent,  has  within  six  miles  of  its  most 
distant  point,  either  the  Annapolis  and  Elk  Ridge  railroad, 
or  the  Baltimore  and  Washington  railroad.     The  remaining 
part  of  this  county  is  furnished  with  most  liberal  water  com- 
munication by  South  river,  Rhode  river,  West  river  and  the 
Chesapeake  bay  on  the  one  side,  abounding  in  landings,  with 
bold,  deep  water,  and  the  Patuxent  river  on  the  other,  having 
the  same  advantages.     ISTo  part  of  this  section  of  the  country 
being  more  than  six  miles  from  the  finest  water  communica- 
tion, much  of  it  having  this  blessing  at  the  borders  of  many 
of  the  farms. 

But  transportion  is  not  the  only  advantage  derived  from 
these  waters.  They  abound  in  the  greatest  variety  of  the 
finest  fish,  oysters  and  wild  fowl,  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.. 
Not  only  this,  but  they  abound  in  seagrass,  one  of  the  quickest' 
and  best  manures  for  crops,  and  the  shells  of  the  oyster  fur- 
nishes lime  of  the  Idnd  best  adapted  to  many  of  the  soils  lying 
directly  on  the  navigable  waters. 

The  face  of  the  country  is  genlty  rolling,  with  slight  hills, 
the  shores  of  the  bay  and  rivers  which  I  have  mentioned  are 
of  clear,  bright -sand,  in  some  places  with  high  commanding 
bluffs,  with  bold,  deep  water  at  their  ver}^  base.  No  marshes 
of  any  extent  are  found,  those  small  ones  which  do  exist  can. 
all  be  easily  drained  and  are  very  fertile.  No  stagnant  pools 
or  lakes  are  anywhere  to  be  found  in  it. 

Varieties  of  Soil.  First — That  of  the  kind  that  I  haTe 
described  as  being  on  the  Baltimore  and  Washihgton  railroad, 
partly  bordering  on  it. 

Second — Light  sandy  soils.  These  for  the  most  part, 
prevail  on  the  Magothy  peninsula,  in  the  Piney  wood 
district,  in  the  Forks  of  the.  Patuxent  and  on  the  banks 
of  the  .Patauxent.  It  must  be  said  here  that  these  soils 
are  very  early,  and  from  them  the  best  and  finest  fruit 
and  vegetables  reach  the  Baltimore  and   Northern   markets.. 

Although  the  general  character  of  these  soils  are  light  and 
loose,  yet  in  many  parts  of  Anne  Arundel  county  there  is  an 
outcrop  of  good  red  clay,  and  of  any  required  tenacity  and 
stiffness  can  be  found  specially  adapted  to  the  vegetables- 
flourishing  best  in  this  kind  of  soil.  I  have  heretofore  said 
that  the  great  desideratum  of  a  soil  is  in  its  proper  mecha,ni- 
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cal  texture.  Some  oi  tliis  soil  is  very  similar  in  texture  to 
the  celebrated  Sea  Island  cotton  soil  from  from  Edisto  Island, 
S.  C,  as  I  have  verified  by  actual  analysis  which  soil  was 
famous  for  its  production  of  first-class  Sea  Island  cotton, 
and  with  proper  manuring  produced  fine  crops  of  this  valu- 
able staple. 

Near  Annapolis  the  soil  is  of  a  light  red  ferruginous  sand 
and  clay;  owing  to  its  color  and  other  physical  qualities,  it  is 
both  an  early  and  a  late  soil  pre-eminently  fitted  for  the  pro- 
duction of  flowers  of  the  richest  hue  and  fruits  of  the  highest 
degree  of  excellence. 

Third — The  white  oak  soils  which  we  find  to  some 
extent  are  on  the  shores  of  the  Severn  district  and  in  much 
greater  quantity  near  West  river  and  IIerrin_g  bay  on  the 
Cheeapeake,  in  that  portion  known  as  the  swamp,  which 
only  needs  the  manuring  and  cultivation  heretofore  sug- 
gested, to  become  one  of  the  most  fertile  and  valuable  section 
of  the  county. 

Fourth — "The  West  and  South  river  lands,"  extending 
from  above  the  head  of  South  and  the  summit  level  between 
it  and  the  Patuxent,  through  the  middle  of  the  county  to  the 
Calvert  line  and  joining  the  white  oak  lands  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  county  next  to  the  bay.  These  comprise  a  very  large 
proportion  of  the  soil  in  the  middle  and  and  lower  sections  of 
the  county  and  are  first  among  the  first-class  of  production 
and  valuable  soils. 

The  land  on  the  railroad  between  Washington  and  Balti- 
more sells  at  a  rate  much  above  its  simple  agricultural  value, 
and  is  sought  after  for  country  seats,  villas,  &c.  As  the 
cities  contaguous  to  it  grow,  as  they  will  very  soon  with  great 
rapidity,  it  requires  but  little  foresight  to  see  the  security 
of  investments  in  these  lands. 

The  whole  county  is  traversed  by  pure  running  streams  of 
fine  soft  water,  on  many  of  which  are  excellent  mill  sites.  On 
the  Patxuent  river,  also  there  is  much  unappropriated  water 
power.  There  is  generally  a  sufficiency  of  wood  and  timber 
for  all  domestic  purposes,  and  much  good  brick  clay  for 
building. 

There  is  no  limestone  in  this  county,  the  shell  marls  are 
not  rich  enough  in  fertilizing  ingredients  to  pay  forr  their 
application,  and  where  the  green  sand  marls  exist,  the  soil  is 
so  impregnated  with  its  chief  constituents  that  it  would  no 
act  well  as  a  manure,  because  the  soil  does  not  require  what 
it  can  furnish. 

The  physical  texture  of  ail  the  soils  is  good,  and  the  wors 

amongst  them  can  be  improved  at  highly  remunerative  rates. 

The  timber,    torest  trees,    fruits,   flowers    and    medicinal 

plants  are  those  which  are  common  to   the  whole  of  the  tide 

water  .section  of  Maryland.     From  the  peculiar  advantages 
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of  climate  possessed  "by  this  county,  vegetable  life  is  from  a 
week  to  ten  clays  earlier  in  Annapolis  and  tlie  southern  parts 
of  this  county  than  it  is  immediately  on  the  suburbs  north  of 
Baltimore. 

The  farms  as  a  general  thing  are  not  large,  varying  from 
about  three  hundred  to  six  or  eight  hundred  acres;  very  few 
are  as  much  as  r»ne  thousand  acres  in  extent,  and  many  are 
below  three  hundred  acres.  The  face  of  the  country,  water, 
streams,  &c,,  readily  admit  of  much  smaller  divisions  being 
profitably  made  than  at  present  exists. 

The  price  of  lands  vary  very  much,  depending  on  their 
improvements,  locality  and  variety  of  soil* 

The  light,  sandy  soils  can  be  purchased  at  from  five  to  thirty 
dollars  ;  the  white  oak  soils  from  ten  to  sixty  dollars,  the  red 
sandy  soil  from  fifteen  to  seventy-five  dollars,  and  the  South 
and  West  river  sands  at  from  sixty  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars  per  acre  ;  that  is,  where  sales  are  desired 
to  be  made.  Much  of  this  land  is  not  for  sale,  the  descend- 
ants of  the  first  settlers  preferring  to  remain  in  their  old 
homes,  looking  for  better  times  on  the  return  of  government 
founded  in  that  justice,  equity,  civil  and  religious  toleration 
which  distinguished  the  actions  of  their  forefathers  and 
well  knowing  that  no  other  place  can  afford  them  equal  ad- 
vantages to  the  region  now  occupied  by  them.  The  tone  of 
society  is  good,  the  people  being  kind,  courteous  and  hospi- 
table to  each  other  and  to  strangers.  Honest,  industrious 
persons  from  any  portion  of  the  Union  will  meet  with  a 
reception  fully  equal  to  their  merits,  and  will  at  once 
occupy  a  social  position  as  high  as  they  deserve. 

Prince  George's  County. 

This  county,  with  Anne  Arundel,  constitutes  the  northern 
part  of  the  western  section  of  the  tide  water  division  of 
Maryland.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Montgomery 
county,  on  the  south  by  Charles  county,  on  the  west  by  the 
Potomac  river  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  on  the  east 
by  the  Patuxent  river,  which,  separates  it  from  Anne  Arun- 
del county.  It  has  an  average  breadth  of  about  twenty-two 
miles,  and  its  length  is  about  thirty  miles,  and  it  contains 
about  three  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  acres.  This  county 
has  four  natural  divisions  as  to  soil  and  topographical  pecu- 
liarities. 

First.  That  lying  on  the  Baltimore  and  Washington  rail- 
road, comprising  the  northern,  or  rather  northwestern  part 
ot  the  county.  This  partakes  of  the  general  character  of 
the  lands  already  described  as  existing  on  the  B.  and  W. 
Kailroad  in  Anne  Arundel  county,  with  more  of  a  reddish 
xlay  loam,  with  some  patches  of  loose,  gravelly  soil.     As  the 
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country  retires  from  the  railroad  south,  the  clay  becomes 
heavier  and  more  stickcy,  alternating  with  a  large  proportion 
of  light,  gravelly  soil.  These  lands  have  all  the  ready  ad- 
vantages of  constant  communication  with  Washington ,  the 
time  of  which  occupies  from  less  than  at  one  hour  at  the 
farthest  point  (the  Laurel  Factory),  to  fifteen  minutes  to  the 
nearest  one,  at  Bladensburg — whilst  in  a  little  more  than  one 
hour  Annapolis  and  Baltimore  may  be  reached.  The  most 
prominent  features  of  this  country  are  well-rounded  hills  and 
gentle  undulations,  affording  handsome  positions  for  dwell- 
ings. On  the  Patuxent  there  is  a  narrow  belt  of  light, 
sandy  soil,  which,  farther  back  into  the  country,  changes  into 
a  light  gravelly  loam, — more  fertile  and  productive  than  the 
land  directly  on  the  stream.  On  the  Patuxent  river,  and  in 
tie  neighborhood  of  the  county  seat  of  Upper  Marlbro,'  and 
occupying  a  large  portion  of  the  central  and  eastern  sections  of 
the  county,  there  exists. in  great  perfection  the  clayey  soils 
which  I  have  before  described  as  "  Forest  of  P.  G.  Soils,  or 
the  Green  Sand  Soils,"  and  what  I  have  said  of  their  cheap- 
ness and  fertility  and  excellence,  need  not  be  here  repeated. 
They  stretch  back  from  the  Patuxent  river  to  the  interior  of 
the  county,  and  thus  lie  either  directly  on  or  but  a  short  dis- 
tance from  steamboat  navigation  on  the  one  side,  or  within 
from  eight  to  ten  miles  of  Washington  City,  (by  no  means  too 
far  for  a  country  residence)  on  the  other.  Being,  as  a  general 
thing,  somewhat  lighter  in  texture  than  the  South  and  West 
river  soils,  they  produce  the  finest  quality  of  tobacco  in  great 
abundance.  The  productiveness,  health,  convenience  to 
market  and  the  ease  with  which  these  soils  can  be  cultivated, 
leaves  nothing  additional  to  be  said  in  their  favor.  The 
country  bordering  on  the  Potomac  lies  high,  dry  and  rolling, 
having  beautiful  locations  for  dwellings,  with  lovely  water 
and  inland  views.  The  soils  are  less  strong  than  those  just 
mentioned,  but  are  sold  at  a  lower  rate,  and  have  the  ad- 
vantages of  th*e  cheap  and  speedy  water  carriage  of  the  Poto- 
mac river,  together  with  the  advantages  of  the  Potomac  her- 
ring and  shad  fisheries.  On  Hanson's  branch,  and  other 
streams  emptying  into  the  Potomac,  the  soils  are  also  very 
productive,  of  easy  cultivation,  and  cheaply  improved.  The 
physical  character  of  this  soil  is  of  the  best  quality,  and  ad- 
mirably adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  the  finest  fruits  and 
choicest  vegetable  productions.  This  has  been  long  demon- 
strated by  the  gentlemen  resident  here,  who,  notwithstanding 
the  calls  of  the  usual,  arduous  duties  of  farming  life,  have 
found  time  to  produce,  in  the  greatest  perfection,  all  the  fruits, 
flowers  and  vegetables  of  this  latitude,  -the  average  product 
of  their  gardens  and  orchards  being  fully  equal  to  the  exhibits 
of  the  Northern  Pomological  and  Horticultural  Societies,  and 
in  many  kinds  of  fruits  and  vegetables  far  surpassing  them. 
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In  tliis  section  of  tlie  coiintj  are  some  very  good  sliell  marls, 
containing  a  sufficiency  of  lime  (air  slaked)  to  render  tlieir 
application  valuable  to  the  adjacent  lands,  tliough  they  are 
not  so  good  as  those  found  in  other  parts  of  the  State.  The 
refuse  of  the  fisheries  afford  a  very  cheap  and  powerful 
domestic  manure,  whilst  the  contiguity  of  VVashihgton  and 
Alexandria  furnish  ample  resources  for  all  the  foreign  con- 
centrated manures  which  the  wants  of  the  soil  require. 

The  ridge  07'  table  lands  in  the  highest  parts  of  the  county, 
in  which  the  waters  that  flow  into  the  Patuxent  and  Poto- 
mac respectively  take  their  rise,  is  of  a  compact  texture  gen- 
erally, though  many  parts  of  it  are  of  the  class  of  sandy 
loams.  They  are  princij^ally  covered  with  a  growth  of  white 
'and  black  oak,  have  not  been  subject  to  much  improvement, 
and  can  be  purchased  at  a  very  cheap  rate  when  their  local 
advantages  are  considered.  Good  husbandry  will  in  a  very 
short  time  make  them  very  fertile  and  productive  in  all  of  the 
cro|)S  known  in  this  section  ;  they  are  easily  worked,  and 
can  be  materially  improved  by  proper  drainage  and  cultiva- 
tion alone. 

These  lands  extending  from  the  long  old  fields  to  the 
^southern  border  of  the  county,  chiefly  situated  in  its  mid- 
dle portions,  can  be  bought  in  large  contiguous  tracts,  and 
thus  oiFer  advantages  to  land  companies  and  corporations, 
which  purchaser  on  speculation  not  found  in  lands  of  su- 
perior quality.  They  at  present,  are  for  sale  at  prices  vary- 
ing from  five  to  twenty-five  dollars  per  acre,  and  at  the 
highest  figure  are  safe  and  valuable  investments,  better  by 
far  than  anything  than  can  be  obtained  in  western  or  north- 
western lands.    . 

The  capacity  of  this  county  for  the  rearing  in  the  highest 
degree  of  perfection,  all  the  higher  grades  of  our  domestic 
animals  fully  attests  the  value  of  its  soil  and  climate.  In  it 
some  of  the  best  blooded  horses  in  the  country  have  been 
raised,  whose  performances  on  the  turf  have,  for  years,  and 
now  are  challenging  the  admiration  of  the  best  judges.  Ex- 
cellence in  horse  racing,  requiring  as  it  does,  bottom  and 
speed,  wdth  perfect  development  of  bone  and  muscle,  and 
these  dependant  on  nutrition  and  climate,  is  one  of  the  best 
evidences  of  superior  climate  and  soil,  without  these  its  at- 
tainments is  impossible.  In  cattle  too,  the  herds  of  some 
of  the  public  spirited  planters  and  farmers  of  this  county, 
have  borne  away  prizes  from  the  best,  in  other  sections  of  the 
country,  not  only  in  one  but  many,  instances,  at  places  far 
distant  from  each  other,  and  by  the  opinions  of  various  judges 
■specially  noted  fot  knowledge  in  all  that  concerns  the  excel- 
lencies of  stock  raising.  There  is  some  iron  ore  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  county,  and  large  deposits  of  tripoli  in  the 
Jieighborhood  of  iSTottingham.     This,  composed  mainly  of  mi- 
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croscopic  shells,  is  tlie  very  best  article  known  for  giving 
superior  polisli  to  metallic  surfaces.  Large  manufactories  at 
the  North  do  a  thriving  business  in  preparing  polishing  ma- 
terial for  market  from  crude  substances,  which  after  all  the 
labor  and  skill  bestowed  on  them,  are  still  inferior  to  this  in 
its  native  state.  The  preparation  and  sale  of  this  must 
sooner  or  later  become  a  valuable  business.  The  means  for 
transportation  which  this  county  enjoys  in  addition  to  the  . 
Baltimore  and  Washington  railroad,  already  mentioned,  is 
'by  means  of  the  Potomac  tide-water  navigation  on  its  whole 
western  border,  and  the  Patuxent  tide-water  navigation  on 
its  eastern  border  from  the  northern  part  of  Charles  county 
to  Hill's  Landing,  nearly  opposite  the  county  seat,  Upper 
Marlbro'.  The  river  this  far  up  being  navigable  for  stea*m- 
boats  and  schooners,  whilst  flat  boats,  scows,  &c.,  run  up  to 
Queen  Anne,  the  head  of  tide-water,  ten  miles  distant  on  the 
Patuxent.  The  Baltimore  and  Potomac  railroad,  and  the 
Chesapeake  and  Potomac  canal,  already  mentioned^  will 
afford  additional  facilities  to  a  large  part  of  this  county  and 
greatly  add  to  the  value  of  its  property. 

The  Maryland  Agricultural  College. 

An  institution  well  endowed  by  individual  liberality,  in 
addition  to  the  patronage  conferred  on  it  by  the  State  and 
G-eneral  Government,  is  located  in  this  county,  about  three 
miles  distant  from  Bladensburg,  eight  from  Washington  and 
about  one  mile  from  the  College  Station,  on  the  Baltimore 
and  Washington  railroad. 

The  main  object  of  this  institution  is  to  teach  the  prin- 
ciples and  practice  of  agriculture  and  husbandry  in  all  of  its 
branches. 

With  this  end  in  view,  an  able  board  of  trustees,  com- 
posed in  great  part  of  gentlemen  of  the  highest  intellectual 
qualities  and  well  versed  in  the  art  of  agriculture,  have  pro- 
cured a  farm,  where  it  is  designed  that  all  the  operations 
that  pertain  to  agriculture,  in  its  broadest  sense,  shall  be 
carried  on  in  the  most  perfect  form  to  serve  as  illustration  of 
the  principles  taught  in  academic  part  of  the^; institution. 
The  natural  sciences,  particularly  agricultural  and  analytic 
chemistry  are  taught  and  their  adaptation  to  agricultural 
development  made  the  object  of  special  and  particular  instruc- 
tion .  Besides  this  the  college  course  embraces  English  litera- 
ture and  a  full  course  in  the  ancient  and  modern  languages, 
all  that  is  taught  in  the  highest  grade  of  American  colleges, 
and  a  course  of  military  tactics  and  science  taught,  and  en- 
forced by  military  discipline,  similar  to  that  law  embraced  in 
the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point. 
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All  the  brandies  of  a  thorough,  accomplished  and  useful 
education  are  thus  within  the  reach  of  the  student.  He  can 
here  receive  what  is  necessary  for  the  attainment  of  general 
scholarship,  the  particular  and  special  knowledge  which  the 
art  of  husbandry  req^uires,  and  military  science  of  the  first 
order.  He  can  at  the  same  tin;e  learn  best  how  to  cultivate, 
beautify  and  improve  his  rural  home  with  agricultural  skill, 
and  to  defend  it  from  aggression  by  the  highest  arts  of  mili- 
tary science.  At  one  and  at  the  same  time,  to  become  the 
skilled  husbandman,  the  accomplished  scholar,  and  the  well 
trained  soldier.  A  combination  most  fit  and  becoming  to 
every  American  citizen. 

This  institution  presents  claims  for  the  patronage  of  the 
people  of  our  own  and  all  of  the  sister  States  in  the  most  ex- 
cellent and  approved  combination  which  it  presents  of  intel- 
lectual development  and  the  best  physical  training.  The  end 
being  to  make  our  youth  equal  to  all  the  great  duties  which 
may  devolve  on  them  in  war  or  peace. 

The  salubrity  of  the  climate,  and  the  out  door  exercise  will 
greatly  contribute  to  increase  the  health  and  develop  the 
physique  of  the  student.  Many  the  hope  of  their  parents  and 
pride  of  their  friends,  who  from  close  confinement  to  study 
will  fill  premature  graves,  if  taught  here  would  emerge  from 
the  college  hall  with  robust  health  and  strong  constitu- 
tions. 

The  climate  of  this  part  of  Maryland  is  particularly  favor- 
able to  the  cure  and  prevention  of  consumption,  and  other 
diseases  of  the  chest.  This,  when  aided  by  good  nutrition 
and  the  most  healthful  exercise  in  the  open  air  are  the  best 
guards  against  the  class  of  diseases  which  are  most  destruc- 
tive to  the  health  of  the  student. 

To  those  of  feeble  constitution  from  the  North  and  West, 
this  college  at  the  same  time  presents  an  asylum  for  health 
and  an  institution  of  the  highest  intellectual  and  physical 
training. 

Owing  to  the  liberal  manner  in  which  this  college  has  been 
endowed,  the  trustees  of  this  institution  are  enabled  to  make 
the  expenses  attending  it  very  moderate.  This  with  the  ex- 
cellence of  its  scholastic,  scientific  and  practical  system  of 
education  should  favorably  impress  all  those  who  desire  to 
receive  a  thorough  education,  and  whose  means  are  such  to 
make  cheapness  an  object.  A  partial  course  of  such  branches 
as  may  be  desired,  will  be  given  to  students  who  may  not  de- 
sire to  attend  the  full  college  course. 

Calvert  County. 

Is  that  body  of  land  lying  between  Anne  Arundel  county 
on  the  North,  the  Chesapeake  bay  on  the  east,  the  Patuxent 
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river  on  the  west,  seperating  it  from  tlie  counties  of  Prince 
<jreorge's  in  its  upper,  Charles  in  its  middle  and  St.  Mary's 
in  its  lower  part,  on  the  south  it  terminates  in  a  point  called 
Drum  Point.  ^ 

It  is  about  forty  miles  long,  with  an  average  "breadth  of 
about  eight  miles.  Its  productions  are  those  common  to  the 
section,  and  its  variety  of  soil  is  capable  of  raising  them  all 
to  the  highest  degree  of  perfection. 

The  soil  of  this  county  consists  of  a  very  fine  quality  of  the 
"  Green  Sand  Soil  the  South  and  West  river  soils,"  in  its 
northern  part,  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  Smithville.  On 
the  bay  shore,  the  soil,  as  we  proceed  down  the  bay,  becomes 
somewhat  lighter  in  texture,  but  more  especially  adapted  to 
the  growth  of  the  finest  qualities  of  tobacco,  early  fruits  and 
vegetables. 

The  other  varieties  are  of  the  class  known  as  as  white  oak 
soils,  sandy  soils,  gravelly  loams,  with  occasional  red  clay 
^oils  of  various  degrees  of  strength. 

The  face  of  the  country  is  rolling  and  in  some  places  hilly. 
'On  the  bay  it  has  bold,  abrupt  shores  and  blufi's,  several 
liundred  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  water.  The  dwelling 
bouses  command  a  thorough  view  of  the  bay  and  of  the  back 
country.  One  can  see  from  them  all  the  diversity  of  hill  and 
dale,  cultivated  fields,  flocks  and  herds,  and  at  the  same  time 
ships  of  every  nation  and  of  all  sizes  jDapsing  in  full  view, 
bearing  the  products  of  every  clime  to  market.  On  the  Pa- 
tuxent  the  shores  are  clear,  and  rise  a't  a  short  distance  in  the 
interior  in  fine,  bold  hill^  and  gently  undulating  plains. 
The  geography  of  the  county  shows  its  facilities  for  the  cheap- 
est transportation,  by  tide  water  navigation,  eitlier  from  the 
Patuxent  or  from  the  bay,  by  means  of  steamboats  or  sailing 
vessels,  which  daily  pass  to  and  from  its  shores  to  Baltimore, 
about  five  hours'  distant.  In  many  parts  of  the  county  are 
large  and  valuable  deposits  of  shell  marl,  capable  of  improv- 
ing the  adjacent  soils  to  a  very  high  degree  ;  in  some  places 
are  large  shell  banks,  which  also  afibrd  most  excellent  fer- 
tilizing material  at  the  .cheapest  rates.  The  shell  from  the 
oysters  which  abound  in  its  waters  are  also  valuable  sources 
of  manure. 

The  bay  and  river  afford  fine  fisheries  of  shad,  herring, 
and  many  other  varieties  of  excellent  fish,  whilst  wild  duck, 
geese  and  swan,  &c,,  are  found  in  very  large  numbers.  The 
land  in  this  county  is  very  cheap  ;  good  farms,  well  improved 
with  buildings,  and  of  the  best  variety  of  soil,  can  be  purchased 
at  from  fifteen  to  sixty  dollars  per  acre,  according  to  their  lo- 
cation. Much  of  the  land  can  be  purchased  at  a  rate  not 
exceeding  ten  dollars  per  acre,  and  some  even  at  a  less  price. 
There  is  none  of  this  but  what  can  be  cheaply  improved  and 
made  to  .produce  large  crops  of  the  kind  adapted  to  the  dif- 
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ferent  varieties  of  the  soil.  All  of  it  can  be  improved  to  an 
extent  of  production  in  crop  value  equalling  tlie  best  of  tbe- 
western  and  nortliwestern  lands,  at  a  cost  less  tban  the  clear- 
ing and  putting  in  cultivation  of  these  lands  ;  the  climate  and 
geographical  position  being  incomparable — superigr  to  the 
western  land.  The  county  has  been  always  proverbial  for 
the  kindness  dind  hospitality  of  its  inhabitants.  No  taverns, 
save  one  at  the  county  town,  exist  in  this  county.  Near  the 
mouth  of  the  Patuxent  river  is  one  of  the  largest,  if  not  the 
very  largest  and  best  harbors  in  the  world.  The  depth  of 
water  and  safety  of  anchorage,  with  other  advantages,  being 
without  a  parallel  in  this  or  any  other  country,  as  I  have  as- 
certained from  most  competent  authority. 

No  site  in  the  Union  is  so  favorable  for  a  great  naval  depot 
or  navy  yard. 

The  Great  Eastern  could  come  up  and  lie  so  near  the  land 
in  quiet,  still,  calm  water,  that  its  Captain  could  catch  a  bo- 
quet  thrown  to  him  from  a  bower  on  the  shore,  ere  he  de- 
parted for  a  cruise  around  the  world  !  !  ! 

Charles  County. 

This-  county  lies  immediately  south  of  Prince  George's, 
which  is  its  northern  boundary  ;  on  the  east  it  is  bounded  by 
the  lower  district  of  Prince  George,  and  the  Patuxent  river 
which  separates  it  from  Calvert,  and  the  upper  part  of  St. 
Mary's  county  ;  on  the  south  and  west  by  the  Potomac. 
Its  average  breadth  and  width;,  however,  is  about  twenty  miles. 
It  contains  about  260,000  acres  of  land. 

The  soil  is  composed  of  the  different  varieties  found  in  the 
counties  already  described.  Near  Benedict,  on  the  Patuxent, 
the  South  and  West  River  (Green  Sand)  variety  of  soil  is 
found  and  on  Port  Tobacco  Creek  considerable  quantity  of  the 
same  variety,  possessing  all  the  characteristics  of  this  fa- 
mous soil  exists.  In  the  middle  portions  of  the  county  is  found 
principally  the  variety  of  soil  known  as  the  Table  land  soil  al 
ready  described  as.  existing  in  Prince  George's  county.  In  the 
lower  portion  of  the  county  the  very  best  varieties  of  "  white 
oak"  soil  exists,  whilst  on  the  Potomac  the  soil  generally  is  a 
ferruginous,  sandy  loam,  easily  worked,  easily  improved,  and 
producing  abundantly  every  variety  of  fruits  and  vegetables, 
corn  and  tobacco.  The  grape  grows  well  in  this  county,  and 
as  in  other  parts  of  this  peninsula,  might  be  made  a  profita-- 
ble  source  of  cultivation. 

There  are  in  several  parts  of  the  county  good  shell  and 
green  sand  marls  for  improving  the  soils,  with  abundance  of 
lime  easily  obtained  from  the  shell-fish  in  its  waters.  The 
refuse  of  fisheries,  which  abound  in  this  county,  afibrds  a 
large  supply  of  the  cheapest  and  ftesi  manure. 


59 

In  addition  to  the  oysters,  terrapins,  wild  duck,  o;eese  and 
swan,  some  of  the  largest  shad  and  herring  fisheries  in  the 
United  States  are  on  the  shores  of  the  Potomac  in  this  county. 
Millions  of  herring  and  thousands  of  shad  are  here  taken  du- 
ririig  the  season  and  salted  for  exportation  or  domestic  use. 
The  refuse  of  these,  with  numerous  other  fish  not  fit  for  pick- 
ling^ furnish,  as  I  have  said  before,  one  of  the  best,  cheapest 
and  quickest  manures,  and  if  proper  attention  were  given  to 
it,  would  afford  enough  annually  for  the  use  of  the  county  to 
the  exclusion  of  all  foreign  manures. 

The  negro  population  of  this  county  was  proportionably 
large  before  the  war,  the  loss  of  this,  together  with  the  de- 
jstruction  produced  by  large  bodies  of  troops  stationed  here 
have  very  much  injured  the  resources  of  its  people,  and  as  a 
onsequence,  good  lands,  well  improved,  can  be  bought  every 
cheaply  here.  There  is  a  large  quantity  of  every  class  in 
the  market  for  sale  at  rates  which  would  find  ready  purchas- 
ers if  those  in  want  of  land  or  farms  could  know  of  their 
value. 

The  price  of  land  here  will  vary  from  five  to  seventy-five  dol- 
lars, per  acre  and  may  be  bought  at  this  rate  in  large  contiguous 
tracts.  Double  these  prices  in  gold  currenciy  could  have 
been  obtained  before  the  war.  From  a  reccollection  of  the 
boundaries  of  the  county,  its  facilities  for  transportation  will 
'  be  known  to  be  most  thorough  and  complete.  On  its  easterh 
border  the  Patuxeut  affords  the  best  kind  of  transportation  to 
Baltimore,  whilst  the  Potomac  river  gives  all  that  can  be  ob- 
tained by  direct  tide-water  navigation  to  the  markets  of 
Washington,  Georgetown,  Alexandria,  and  also  with  but 
little  delay  to  Baltimore.  Every  part  of  the  countj^  is  with- 
in convenient  distance  of  daily  steamboat  navigation  to  the 
great  heads  of  consumption  and  export  to  the  Southern  and 
Middle  States,  viz.,  Baltimore,  Washington,  Georgetown  and 
Alexandria. 

The  character  of  its  population  would  make  a  residence 
here  most  inviting  to|anyone  if  of  a  genial  disposition  and  de- 
sirous of  partaking  in  all  the  amenities  of  polished  civiliza- 
tion. 

The  County  town  is  Port  Tobacco,  a  small  village  at  the 
head  of  Port  Tobacco  creek,  about  thirty-two  miles  distant 
from  Washington  city. 

The  Eaitimore  and  Potomac  Kailroad  will  have  its  termi- 
nus on  the  Potomac  in  this  county  and  give  direct  railroad 
facilities  to  Washington,  Baltimore  and  the  Northern  cities. 
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St.  Mary's  County. 

This  is  tlie  oldest  county  in  the  State.  On  the  banks  of 
St.  Mary's,  an  arm  of  the  Potomac  River  in  this  county,  was'. 
established  the  first  form  of  government  that  gave  to  maifc 
full  liberty  to  worship  the  great  Supreme  Being  according  to 
the  teachings  of  bis  own  reason,  and  establisbed  the  first  asy- 
lum for  liberty  of  conscience  known  to  history ;  full  right  to 
worship  with  no  restrictions  to  those  whose  faith  might  differ 
from  the  governing  power  ;  no  persecution  of  the  weak  ;  none 
of  diverse  sects  ;  none  to  the  Heathen.  Justice,  love  and 
mercy  were  the  watchwords  of  the  first  Colonists,  and  with 
these  they  attained  temporal  prosperity,  and,  we  must  be- 
lieve, everlasting  rest. 

The  characteristics  of  the  first  settlers  are  in  a  great  de- 
gree maintained  by  their  descendants  to  this  day,  and  it  is  no 
fault  of  theirs  if,  in  consequence  of  the  present  state  of  things, 
that  their  prosperity  is  much  diminished,  and  necessity  com- 
pels them  to  part  with  many  homes  formerly  the  abode  of 
peace,  happiness  and  prosperity. 

This  county  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Chai'les 
county  ;  on  the  south  it  terminates  in  a  Cape  well  known  to 
the  co\intry  as  Point  Lookout  ;  on  the  east  by  the  Patuxent, 
river,  which  separates  it  from  Calvert  county,  and  by  the 
Chesapeake  bay,  and  on  the  west  by  Charles  county  and  the 
Potomac  river.  The  county  is  about  forty-two  and  a  half ' 
miles  in  length,  with  a  breadth  of  from  about  nine  miles  at 
its  widest  part  to  a  point  at  its  southern  extremity.  The- 
peninsula  which  forms  this  county  has  in  its  middle  portion 
high,  elevated  hills  and  table  land,  from  two  to  three  hun- 
dred feet  above  tide,  which  gradually  decline  as  we  approach 
the  Patuxent,  the  Bay  and  Potomac.  A  short  distance  above 
Point  Lookout  the  land  is  more  flat  and  level,  but  by  no 
means  wet,  hoggy  or  marshy,  all  being  easily  drained  and_ 
made  fit  for  cultivation.  It  is  well  timbered,  wooded  and  wa- 
tered, some  of  the  streams  affording  good  water  power.  The- 
soil,  as  in  the  whole  of  the  tide  water  region,  varies  from 
coarse  sands  to  heavy,  rich  clays,  thus  affording  choice  for  the- 
the  cultivation  of  various  crops  that  require  soils  of  specific 
physical  qualities  ibr  their  appropriate  development. 

In  the  northern  part  of  the  county  the  soils,  for  the  most, 
part,  are  light  and  sandy.  On  the  Patuxent  there  are  found  • 
soils  to  a  large  extent  of  loamy  clay,  approaching  in  their 
texture  and  conformation  to  the  West  river  Glreen  Sand  soils. 
These  extend,  with  some  intermissions,  to  the  Wicomico- 
river  and  the  Potomac.  Towards  the  mouth  of  the  Patux- 
ent, and  for  a  considerable  distance  above  it,  the  white  oat 
soils  are  found  in  great  excellence  ;  these,  too,  form  a  great 
portion  of  the  soils  on  the  bay  and  on  the  Potomac  river,  pos-- 
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■sesing  tlie  same  general  character  and  excellence  wliicli  dis- 
tinguisli  tliem  in  other  sections  already  described.  The  cen- 
tral parts  of  the  county  are  raade  of  a  light,  sandy  clay  loanj, 
known  here  as  "Forest  Lands/'  admirably  adapted  to  the 
growth  of  cereals,  tobacco,  fruit  and  vegetables.  Their  tex- 
ture is  of  the  best  class,  and  they  all  can  be  very  easily  and 
cheaply  developed  to  the  highest  degree  of  perfection.  To- 
wards the  lower  part  of  the  county  the  white  oak  soils  stretch 
across  it,  and  are  here  found  of  most  excellent  quality.  Fruit 
of  all  kinds  and  vegetables  of  every  description  flourish  in 
this  county  to  a  very  high  degree  of  perfection.  Soil  and 
climate  alike  favor  their  early  ripening  and  most  extensive 
development.  The  markets  of  the  northern  cities  can  be  fur- 
nished with  these  from  this  county  from  a  fortnight  to  a  montL 
earlier  than  from  the  gardens  and  market  farms  around  them  j. 
and  of  a  fla,vor  and  quality  unattainable  by  the  growth  of  the 
States  north  of  us.  The  resources  for  improvement  are 
oyster  shells,  lime;  Indian  shell  banks,  shell  and  green  sand 
marls  of  good  quality,  and  abundance  of  seaweed  on  the  wa- 
ter lines.  These,  with  the  refuse  of  the  fisheries  on  the 
shores,  furnish  cheap  and  certain  means  of  quick  and  perma- 
nent improvement.  The  scenery  on  the  river,  bay  and  Poto- 
mac is  of  the  most  beautiful  description,  and  nature  has  been 
so  lavish  in  her  gifts  that  nothing  is  left  for  art  but  to  fill  up 
her  magnificent  outlines. 

The  transportation  of  this  county  is  of  the  best  and  cheapest 
kind,  (inland  tide-water  navigation)  to  Baltimore,  Washing- 
ton, Greorgetown  and  Alexandria.  First  class  steamers  to 
each  of  these  places  ply  from  the  various  landings  on  the 
rivers  and  bay,  almost  daily,  whilst  at  more  numerous  points 
daily  vessels  are  ready  to  meet  all  demands  of  import  and  ex- 
port in  the  cheapest  manner.  The  Chesapeake  and  Dela- 
ware canal  opens  a  fine  market  for  all  the  early  vegetables 
and  fruit  products  at  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  the  North- 
ern cities.  Besides  the  Patuxent  river  and  the  Chesapeake 
bay,  which  are  its  eastern  boundaries,  there  are  several  arms 
or  bays  from  the  Potomac  river,  its  southern  and  western 
boundary,  which  enters  in  bold,  deep  sheets,  several  miles,, 
(eight  to  sixteen)  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  these 
are  the  Wicomico  river,  St.  Clement's  bay,  Breton's 
bay,  on  which  is  Leonardtown,  the  county  town,  and  St. 
Mary's  river,  all  beautiful  land-locked  sheets  of  water,  with 
:  sufficient  deptii  to  float  the  largest  vessels  and  abounding  in 
al  treasures  of  the  Chesapeake. 

The  fisheries  on  the  river  and  bay  are  very  extensive,  and 
furnish  large  quantities  of  shad  and  herring,  besides  all  of 
the  best  varieties  of  table  fish,  caught  with  seine,  hook  and 
line  or  weir — abound  here  in  due  season,   which  with  the 
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terrapin,  oyster,  wild  cluck,  geese  and  swan,  furnish  the 
most  abundant  supply  of  luxurious  food. 

The  price  of  land  in  this  county  is  at  the  present  time  very- 
low,  whether  we  consider  the  capacity  of  production  of  the^ 
improved  lands,  or  the  quickness  and  cheapness  with  which 
the  poor  lands  may  be  improved. 

Lands  of  the  same  intrinsic  value  in  a  State  North  and 
West  of  us  sell  for  three  or  four  times  the  amount  that  these 
at  present  can  be  purchased  for. 

The  price  of  the  lands  vary  from  five  to  sixty  dollars 
per  acre,  depending  on  buildings,  location  and  other  collat- 
eral advantages. 

The  foregoing  completes  the  description  of  the  counties 
forming  the  western  part  of  the  tide-water  section  of  Main- 
land, and  no  more  than  justice  has  been  done  to  their  advan- 
tages of  soil,  climate,  facilities  for  transportation  and  re- 
sources for  improvement. 


The  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland. 


This  i3art  of  the  tide-water  division  of  Maryland  actually 
includes  that  part  of  the  State  east  of  the  Chesapeake  bay 
and  south  ol  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and  Baltimore 
Eailroadj  and  embraces  all  that  part  of  Cecil  county,  south  of 
the  above  road,  with  the  counties  of  Kent,  Queen  Anne, 
Caroline,  Talbot,  Dorchester,  Somerest  and  Worcester.  Its 
eastern  boundary  is  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,' which  separates 
it  from  Delaware  at  its  northern  part,  and  the  Atlantic 
ocean  at  its  south  part  in  Worcester  County.  The  Chesapeake 
bay  bounds  it  on  the  west,  and  it  is  bounded  on  the  South 
by  a  part  of  the  State  of  Virginia  and  the  waters  of  the 
Chesapeake  bay.  Its  length  is  about  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five miles  and  its  average  breadth  about  thirty  miles. 

A  plain  description  of  this  section  of  the  State  is  all  that  is 
required  to  give  full  justice  to  its  merits  and  place  it  in  as 
favorable  a  light  before  the  world  as  its  most  enthusiastic  ad- 
mirers can  desire. 
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The  mildness  and  salubrity  of  its  climate^  the  natural  fer- 
tility of  its  virgin  soils,  the  numerous  and  various  sources  of 
.improvement  for  those  that  have  been  worn  out  by  improvident 
cultivation  ;  the  unequalled  advantages  of  its  geographical 
position  ;  the  high  moral  and  social  tone  of  its  population  ; 
— all  tend  to  make  it  an  object  of  interest,  as  well  to  those 
who  wish  to  cultivate  the  earth  for  a  subsistence,  as  those 
who  tired  of  city  life_,  or  the  drudgery  of  professional  labor, 
desire  to  enjoy  dignity  with  leisure  in  a  retirement  from 
noise  g-nd  bustle,  into  the  bosom  of  the  country,  where  the 
pleasures  of  sense  may  be  combined  with  tho  higher  and 
purer  social  enjoyments,  which  all  sigh  for,  and  few  obtain. 

This  section  is  blessed  with  abundant  and  convenieni 
water  transportation.  The  Chesapeake  bay  lies  in  ma- 
jestic grandeur  and  beauty  on  the  whole  extent  of  its 
southwest  border,  from  Elkton,  the  county  town  of  Cecil,  the 
most  northern  county  to  its  most  southern  county.  From 
this  there  runs  between  the  counties,  in  some  cases,  intersect- 
ing them  rivers,  creeks,  (?mall  bays  and  inlets,  navi- 
gable for  large  vessels  and  affording  a  landing  at  almost  every 
farm.  The  principal  of  these  are  the  Pocomoke  river,  separat- 
ing Worcester  from  Somerset  county,  the  ISTauticoke,  separat- 
ing Somerset  from  Dorchester,  the  Choptank,  separating  Dor- 
chester from  Talbot,  and  the  latter  from  Caroline,  the  Wye 
separating  Talbot  from  Queen  Anne,  the  Chester  separating 
Queen  Anne  from  Kent,  and  the  Sassafrass  separating  Kent 
from  Cecil,  the  most  northern  of  the  counties  in  this  sub-divi- 
sion. The  above  is  the  order  of  the  rivers  which  seperate 
the  counties  beginning  at  the  southernpart  of  the  peninsula. 
Its  most  southern  county,  Worcester,  has  for  its  eastern 
boundary  the  Atlantic  ocean,  with  easy  transit  to  New 
York  and  the  world. 

These  are  not  ''muddy  creeks  nor  estuaries,  half  land  and 
half  water,  running  up  into  a  country  little  elevated  above 
tide-water,"  but!they  are  as  far  as  the  tide  makes  bold,  deep 
arms  of  the  bay,  with  clear,  firm  well  defined  shores,  with 
high  and  well  drained  adjacent  land,  sometimes  gently  roll- 
ing, frequently  presenting  high,  picturesque  bluffs.  Above 
tide-water  these  rivers  are  met  by  rapid  running  streams, 
of  pure,  soft  fresh  water,  affording  in  many  instances  a  suffi- 
cient  amount   ot  water  power  for  all  domestic  purposes. 

The  frontier  of  this  sub-division  of  the  tide- water  section 
has  inland  facilities  for  transportation  to  domestic  markets 
and  commerce  with  the  world,  unequalled  in  our  country,  save 
in  its  counterpart  on  the  Western  Shore.  It  has  as  we  have 
seen  the  Chesapeake  bay,  an  avenue  to  the  cities  of  the  District, 
and  Annapolis,  and  Baltimore.  The  Chesapeake^  and  Dela- 
"ivare  canal,  giving  an  easy  way  to  the  markets  of  Philadel- 
phia and  New  York,  and  to  each  of  these  cities  it  is  most 
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convenient;  tlien  it  has  tlie  Delaware  railroad  running  but  a 
short  distance  from  its  eastern  border,  entering  Somerset 
county  on  the  north,  it  meets  tide-water  at  Salisbury  on  the 
line  between  Somerset  and  Worcester,  then  by  Princess  Anne 
to  an  arm  of  the  bay  this  railroad  ends  at  the  extreme  south- 
ern border  of  Somerset  county. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  Delaware  and  Maryland  railroad 
enters  the  Eastern  Shore  in  the  upper  part  of  Caroline  coun- 
ty, thence  passes  through  Greensboro',  the  head  of  naviga- 
tion on  the  Choptank,  thence  to  Hillsboro' ,  the  head  of  naviga- 
tion on  one  of  its  largest  branches,  thence  through  -Talbot 
county  to  Easton,  its  county  town,  thence  to  Oxford,  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Choptank.  This  road  is  nearly  completed 
to  Hillsboro',  and  will  soon  be  finished  to  Oxford.  There 
are  several  other  roads  which  will  traverse  the  different  coun- 
ties and  connect  the  Chesapeake  bay  with  this  road,  and 
which  will  be  spoken  of  in  their  proper  places. 

There  is  another  improvement  not  local  only,  but  of  na- 
tional, even  cosmical  importance,  which  in  a  few  years  will 
be  made.  The  onward  march  of  commercial  progress  inci- 
dent to  commercial  necessity,  will  insure  its  completion.  This 
is  a  s/m^:*  cana/ via. the  Chester  river  to  the  Delaware  bay — 
Oldening  thus  direct  tide  water  navigation  to  New  York  and 
all  the  marts  of  Europe.  This  being  finished,  the  natural  ad 
vantages  of  Baltimore  w  11  make  her  a  successful  competitor 
with  any  of  the  Northern  cities  and  tend  to  a  most  rapid  in- 
crease in  her  population  and  trade.  With  each  advance  of 
these,  a  corresponding  one  will  be  made  in  the  value  of  lands 
and  the  products  of  the  soil  of  this  region. 

The  money  value  of  transportation,  and  its  effects  on  the 
value  of  land  and  its  products,  is  well  shown  by  the  follow- 
ing table : 
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Influence  oe  Eailroads  and  Canals  as  Afeecting-  the  Mar- 
ket Value  op  Wheat  and  Corn. 

Tlie  following  calculation  shows  the  eifect  upon  the  market 
value  of  a  ton  of  wheat  and  corn  transported  on  railroads, 
canals  and  wagon  roads.  The  cost  of  transportation  upon 
railroads  is  assumed  at  If  cents  per  ton  per  mile ; 
-canals,  lj\  cents  ;  anfl  wagon  roads^  at  15  cents  per  ton 
per  mile.  In  a  ton  of  wheat  of  2,240  pounds,  there  are 
371"  bushels,  and  40  bushels  in  a  ton  of  corn,  and  the 
value  assumed  in  market  for  the  former  is  $56  25,  or  $1  50 
per  bushel,  and  the  latter  |30,  or  75  cents  per  bushel. 


Transported' n  of  Wheat. 


At  market 

10  miles 
.    50 

100 

150 

200 
:250 
;300 
,330 

350 
.375 


By 

By 

R.  Road 

Canal. 

|56  25 

$56  25 

56  00 

56  10 

55  37 

55  65 

54  50 

55  05 

53  63 

54  45 

52-75 

53  85 

51  88 

53  25 

51  00 

52  65 

50  48 

52  25 

50  13 

52  00 

49  69 

51  75 

By 


Wag  n 


Transportation  of  Gof 


m. 


By 

Eoad. 


By 

Canal. 


By 

Wag'n 


$56  25 

$30  00 

54  75 

29  82 

48  75 

29  12 

41  25 

28  25 

33  75 

27  38 

26  25 

26  50 

18  75 

25  62 

11  25 

24  75 

6  75 

24  27 

3  75 

23  88 

2H  44 

$30  00  $30  00 
29  881  28  50 
29  40 
28  80 
28  20 
27  60 
27  00 
26  40 
26  04 
25  80 
25  50 


22 

50 

15 

00 

7 

50 

The  above  calculations  sjiow  that  wheat,  50  miles  from 
■market,  is  worth  18  cents  more  per  bushel  upon  the  line  of  a 
railroad,  and  19  cents  more,  if  upon  a  canal,  than  if  sent  to 
market  over  the  average  first-class  wagon  roads  ;  and  at  375 
miles  from  market,  while  the  entire  value  of  a  bushel,  of 
wheat  is  absorbed  in  the  cost  of  transportation  over  a  wagon 
joad,  the  cost  by  railroad  has  only  reduced  it  17  cents,  and 
by  canal  only  12  cents  per  bushel.  Corn,  200  miles  from 
market,  by  v/agon  road,  is  just  equal,  in  value,  to  the  cost  of 
transportation,  while  the  same  distance  by  railroad,  its  value 
is  only  reduced  10  cents  ;  and  by  canal  only  six  cents  per 
-^bushel. 
8* 
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But,  if  not  anotlier  foot  of  railway  or  canal  be  made  in 
this  section,  its  natural  transportation  far  exceeds  any  other  • 
portion  of  the  country. 

Tide  water  navigation  is  of  course  much  cheaper  than  canal- 
navigation,  for  on  it  no  tolls  are  to  be  paid,   and  every  part 
of  this  whole  region  lies  almost  directly  upon  it  and  immedi- 
ately adjacent  to  the  great  centres  of  export  and  consumption. 
The  price  of  the  farm  produce  at  th^e  points  less  the  coat  of  ' 
production  and  transportation,  is  the  value  of  the  articles 
produced.     Now,  although  new  Western  lands,  or  those-in 
the  interior,  may  in  some  places  produce  a  few  bushels  more 
of  corn  or  wheat  to  the  acre,  yet  the  nett  produce,  in  money,, 
will  not  be  equal  to  a  less  quantity  produced  here,  owing  to 
the  increased  charge  for  transportation  t©  market.     For  the 
same  reasons,  all  articles  bought  at  a  distance  will  cost  more 
than  when  near  their  place  of  importation  and  first  sale. 

Besides  the  above  advantages  of  transportation_,  there  is  a. 
sysem  of  railroads,  part  of  which  is  already  completed  and  in 
oparation,  which  will  give   every  neigliborhood  all   the  ad- 
vantages which  these   speedy   modes  of  transportation'  can- 
afford. 

Cecil  County. 

That  part  of  this  county  which  lies  south  of  the  P.  W.  and! 
B.  Railroad  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  State  of  Delaware, 
south  by  the  Sassafras  river,  which  separates  it  from  Kent' 
county,  and  on  the  west  by  the  Chesapeake  bay,  with  a  length 
of  about  twenty,  and  a  mean  breadth  of  about  fifteen  miles; 
It  is  the  most  northern  county  on  the  Eastern  Shore. 

The  soil  embraces  all  varieties,  from  stiff,  heavy  clays   to- 
light  ferruginous  sands,  and  therefore  adapted  to  every  variety 
of  crop  which  the  latitude  will  allow  to  be  produced.     Much 
of  the  land  has  been  improved  to  a  very  high  degree,   and' 
much  remains  unimproved  to  amply  repay  for  all  the  cost  o 
money  and  labor  that  may  be  bestowed  on  it. 
■  The  variety  of  white  oak  soil  in  various  parts  of  the  county 
lie   contiguous  to  the  means   (o'yster  shell,   lime  and  shell 
marls)  for  their  improvement,  whilst  the  heavy  clays  and  all. 
the  various  transitions  from  this  to  light  sandy  soils  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  county  have  the  same  advantage.     Id- 
many  sections  of  the  county  rich  shell  marl  and  green  sand- 
marl  abounds,  and  is  easily  obtainable,  whilst  to  all  of  it  for- 
eign concentrated  artificial  manures  can  be  brought  with  the- 
speediest  and  cheapest  transportation. 

The  land  lies  high,  and  its  natural  drainage  is  very  good,-, 
there  being  more  than  an  hundred  feet  fall  from  thehackbone: 
of  the  county  to  its  water  boundaries.    . 
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Its  facilities  for  transportation  by  railroad  and  canal  and 
tide  water  are  all  that  is  needed.  Through,  its  northern  part 
the  P.  W.  and  B,  Railroad  passes,  giving  quick  and  direct 
transit  in  a  few  hours  to  Philadelphia  and  the  northern  cities 
or  to  Baltimore.  A  few  miles  south  of  this  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Tide  water  canal  passes  through  the  county, 
giving  all  the  advantages  of  this  species  of  navigation.  On 
its  southern  border  is  the  Sassafras  river,  navigable  for  first 
class  steamboats,  and  on  its  western  border  is  the  Chesapeake 
bay,  from  which  three  creeks  or  bays  penetrate  several 
miles  inland,  viz  :  Principio  creek,  North-east  river,  and  Elk 
river  ;  from  this  latter  Bohemia  river  diverges  and  gives  ad- 
ditional facilities  for  navigation.  0-n  the  east  border  of  the 
county,  distant  but  a  few  miles,  is  the  Delaware  Railroad. 
On  the  bay  and  various  arms  of  it  that  surround  and  pene- 
trate this  county,  are  large  fisheries  of  shad  and  herring, 
whilst  all  the  various  fish,  except  oysters,  with  abundance  of 
wild  fowl,  abundantly  prevail — particularly  the  Ortolen  and 
Canvass  Back  Duck. 

Situate,  as  this  county  is,  between  the  cities  of  Baltimore 
and  Philadelphia,  with  quick,  cheap  and  varied  communica- 
tion with  each  in  a  few  hours,  it  only  remains  for  the  excel- 
lence of  its  soil  and  the  abundant  and  cheap  means  of  its  im- 
provement to  be  known  in  order  that  it  should  be  justly  ap- 
preciated. As  a  knowledge  of  these  have  been  more  generally 
diffused,  strangers  from  other  States  have  come .  in,  bought 
land,  and  enjoyed  advantages  before  unknown  to  them.  The 
county  is  rapidly  improving,  but  the  lands  are  stilhsold  far 
below  their  value  and  vary  in  price  lom  fifteen  to  one  hundred- 
and  twenty-five  dollars  per  acre,  and  at  either  of  these  prices 
are  very  cheap . 

The  light  clayey  loams  and  ferruginous  sandy  soils  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  county  and  on  the  Sassafrass  are  specially 
adapted  to  peach  culture,  and  from  their  proximity  to  two 
great  markets  will  amply  repay  any  reasonable  price  that 
may  be  paid  for  them.  These  soils  from  their  texture  and 
color,  are  early  soils,  a  very  important  advantage  where  the 
culture  of  fruits  and  vegetables  is  the  chief  object. 

The  county  is  well  wooded  and  watered  with  constant 
streams  of  pure,  soft  water. 

Kent  County.    » 

The  second  .of  the  counties  of  the  Eastern  Shore^  as  we 
proceed  south,  is  Kent  county,  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
Sassafras  river,  which  separates  it  from  Cecil  county  ;  on  the 
east  by  Mason's  and  Dixon's  Line,  which  separates  it  from 
Delaware  ;  on  the  south  by  the  Chester  river,  which  separates 
it  from  Queen  Anne  county,  and  on  the  west   by  the  Chesa- 
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peake  bay.     It  is  about  twenty-eiglit  miles  long,  from  east  to 
west,. and  about  ten  miles  broad,  from  north  to  soutb. 

The  soils  are  of  the  usual  varieties  found  on  the  peninsula, 
but  is  mainly  composed  of  the  white  oak,  red  clay,  and,  in 
some  places,  of  sandy  soils.  The  capacity  of  each  of  these  varie- 
ties for  quick  and  permanent  improvement  has  been  very 
thoroughl)^  proven,  as  in  no  county  in  the  State  has  greater 
progress  been  made  in  agricultural  improvement  than  in  this. 
Much  ot  this  has  been  accomplished  by  the  use  of  the  do- 
mestic manures,  as  oyster  shell  lime^  shell  and  green  sand 
marl.  These,  applied  with  a  knowledge  and  skill  scarcely 
equalled  anywhere,  and  nov\^here  excelled  in  the  country,  by 
a  numerous  class  of  well  educated  farmers  and  fruit  growers, 
have  j)laced  this  county  in  the  front  rjuak  (if  not  the  very 
first)  of  those  excelling  in  agricultural  improvement.  With 
these,  and  these  alone,  the  productions  of  crops  have  been 
doubled  on  many  farms  in  a  single  year,  whilst  the  perma,^- 
nent  value  of  the  land  has  been  increased  an  hundred  per 
cent. 

The  land  produces  grass  and  wheat,  Indian  corn,  and  all 
the  staple  crops,  and  is  especially  celebrated  for  its  fruit  pro- 
ductions— particularly  of  peaches.  The  soil  on  the  Sassafras 
and  many  parts  of  the  Chester  river  is  a  light  sandy  loam, 
in  many  j^laces  highly  colored  with  per  oxyde  of  iron,  and  of 
the  nature  best  adapted  to  fruits — which  are  one  of  the  most 
valuable  productions  of  the  county.  During  the  season  many 
steamers  are  devoted  daily  to  its  transportation. 

There  are  many  valuable  deposits  of  marl  in  this  county, 
both  of  »hell  marl  and  of  the  green  sand  variety,  with  occa- 
sional combinations  of  the  two,  with  the  addition  of  notable 
quantities  of  sulphate  of  lime  (gypsum,  or  plaster  of  Paris.) 
These  have,  in  numerous  instances,  demonstrated  their  value 
as  cheap,  quick  and  permanent  fertilizers. 

Its  waters  abound  in  fish  of  the  finest  qualities,  with  im- 
mense flocks  of  wild  duck,  geese,  swan,  &c.,  and  immense 
oyster  beds.  These  not  only  supply  the  resident  population, 
but  give  active  and  valuable  employment  to  a  large  number 
of  persons  who  take  them  for  exportation. 

The  face  of  the  county  is  gently  rolling,  and  naturally  for 
the  most  part  well  drained.  This  county  has  all  the  climatic, 
hygienic,  and  social  advantages  in  an  eminent  degree  which 
distinguish  the  State. 

A  reference  to  the  &'eographical  boundaries  of  the  count}' 
will  show  its  admirable  advantages  for  transportation.  On 
its  northern  border  is  the  Sassafras  river,  an  arm  of  the 
bay,  navigable  for  steamboats  for  its  whole  length.  On  the 
west'is  the  Chesapeake  bay,  giving  direct  communication 
across  its  waters  to  Baltimore,  and  by  means  of  the  Tide-wa- 
ter canal  to  Philadelphia  and  the  northern  cities.     On  its 
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south  border  is  the  Chester  river,  an  arm  of  the  bay,  givino- 
constant  and  direct  communication  to  the  bay  and  all^f  it^ 
connections;  whilst  its  eastern  front  is  within  striking  dis- 
tance of  the  Delaware  railroad.  On  the  waterfront  of  the 
bay  and  rivers  numerous  smaller  bays  and  creeks  penetrate 
into  the  interior,  which  give  great  additional  conveniences 
forboth  local  and  general  transportation.  To  these  natural 
facilities  there  is  a  railroad  proposed  from  the  Delaware  rail- 
road, at  or  near  Townsend,  to  Chestertown,  the  county  town, 
on  Chester  river.  This  road  will  pass  through  a  very  pro- 
ductive and  rapidly  improving  section  of  the  country,  and 
from  the  well  known  energy  and  financial  ability  of  the  gen- 
tlemen having  it  in  charge,  its  early  completion  may  be  con- 
fidently relied  on. 

The  value  of  land  of  every  description  in  this  county  has 
been  greatly  enhanced  within  a  comparatively  short  period ; 
a  fact  not  less  due  to  the  difi"usion|of  the  knowledge  of  its  sub- 
stantial merits  than  to  the  industry,  skill  and  intelligence  of 
its  proprietors.  Investments  in  it  may  still  be  made  with 
the  certainty  of  ample  remuneration. 

Queen  Anne's  Cotnty. 

This  county,  the  third  as  we  proceed  southward  down  the 
Eastern  Shore,  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the!Chester  River, 
which  separates  it  from  Kent  county, — on  the  south  by  Tal- 
bot county  and  the  Wye  River,  which  separates  it  from  this 
latter  county, — on  the  east  by  Caroline  county  and  the  State 
of  Delaware,  and  on  the  west  by  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  Its 
average  breadth  from  south-east  to  north-west  is  about  seven- 
teen, miles,  and  its  length  on  the  mainland  from  south-west 
to  north-east,  about  thirty-seven  miles. 

Kent  Island,  about  fifteen  miles  long,  with  an  average 
breadth  of  about  six  miles  is  included  in  this  county.  It  lies 
immediately  opposite  to  the  city  of  Annapolis,  has  an  easily 
and  in  many  places  a  highly-improved  soil,  composed  mainly 
of  the  white  oak  variety,  with  sandy  loam  on  a  red  clay  base, 
lies  high  above  tide-water,  is  well  drained  and  very  produc- 
tive. 

The  soils  of  the  county  are  mainly  of  the  white  oak,  red 
and  yellow  clay  loams,  sandy  loams,  with  a  peculiar  variety 
in  some  portions  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  county,  composed 
of  a  large  proportion  of  organic  (vegetable)  matter.  All  of 
them  are  easily  and  cheaply  improved  as  has  been  demonstra- 
ted, by  the  use  of  the  natural  fertilizers  found  in  the  county, 
the  use  of  artificial  featilizers  have  also  been  very  general. 

The  natural  resources  of  this  county  used  with  the  skill 
and  general  igtelligence  which  characterize  its  population, 
have  greatly  increased  its  products,  and  in  spite  of  the  blight- 
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ing  influences   of  the  past  few  years,  have   maintained   tlie 
high  agricultural  character  of  the  county. 

Lands  are  here  sold  very  cheap,  and  from  their  numerous 
advantages  present  excellent  opportunities  to  all  who  may 
wish  to  cultivate  the  soil  with  profit  and  pleasure. 

Live  stock  of  the  best  varieties  flourish  well  here  and  are 
cheaply  raised  ;  the  waters  which  surround  it  furnish  inex- 
haustable  quantities  of  wild  fowl,  fish  and  oysters,  not  only 
for  home  consumption  but  for  exportation.  Its  soil  and  cli- 
mate is  well  adapted  to  fruits,  which  have  become  a  prime 
article  of  cultivation,  and  found  to  be  highly  remunerative. 

The  advantages  of  transportation  are  fully  equal  to  all  the 
present  wants  of  production.  The  Chester  river  and  the  Ches- 
apeake Bay,  which  nearly  surrounds  it  on  two  sides,  and  the 
Wye  river  its  Southern  boundary  give  all  the  advantages  of 
the  cheapest  and  readiest  transportation  to  all  the  markets  of 
the  country.  A  Railroad  branching  from  the  Delaware  Road 
is  proposed  to  be  run  to  Q,ueenstown,  on  the  Chesapeake, 
"which  when  completed  will  leave  nothing  to  be  desired  either 
for  internal  or  foreign  transportation. 

The  face  of  the  country  is  gently  rolling,  with  beautiful 
sites  for  building  on  the  water  courses  or  in  the  interior  ;  the 
shores  of  the  rivers  are  of  clean,  compact  sand,  the  water  bold 
and  deep  to  the  shore,  but  little  drainage  required,  and 
-that  little  easily  accomplished.  The  couuty  abounds  in  varied 
.deposits  of  good  shell  marl,  by  the  application  of  which  its 
soil  of  late  years  has  been  very  highly  improved  at  very  little 
expense. 

All  that  is  wanting  to  create  a  desire  for  the  lands  of  this 
county  is  a  proper  knowledge  of. thier  extensive  natural  advan- 
tages of  every  desurijDtion. 

The  price  of  land  varies  from  its  location,  degree  of  im- 
provement and  convenience  to  navigable  water,  but  much  of 
every  variety  can  be  purchased  at  very  cheap  rates.  It  now 
sells  at  from  ten  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  per 
acre.  All  sales  of  it  hitherto  made  have  been  much  below 
its  intrinsic  value. 

To  a  late  citizen  of  this  county,  distinguished  alike  for  pri- 
vate virtues  and  public  services,  is  due  much  of  the  progress 
made  in  the  improvement  of  the  soil  by  means  of  the  applica- 
tion of  shell  marl  and  other  native  manures.  Careful  exper- 
iments proved  the  efficacy  of  the  marl,  and  the  results  pub- 
lished in  a  style  of  finished  scholarship  aided  by  the  weight  of 
high  public  reputation,  added  greatly  to  the  general  use  of 
this  valuable  fertilizer.  The  spirit  of  agricultural  improve- 
ment has  long  prevailed  in  this  county,  and  many  of  the 
chief  measures  for  the  advancement  of  the  science  and  benefit 
of  the  practice  of  Agriculture  has  either  emanated  from,  or 
received  most  efiective  aid  from  the  present  representative  in 
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the  higher  branch  of  our  legislature,  who  with  just  pride  can 
point  to  successful  results  in  proof  of  the  truth  of  measures 
■designed  for  agricultural  improvement  frequently  in  advance 
general  puhlic  opinion. 


Caroline  County. 

The  next  county  to  Queen  Anns'  in  order  is  Caroline 
county  lying  adjacent  to  the  State  of  Delaware.  It  is  hounded 
on  the  north  by  Queen  Ann's,  on  the  south  by  Dorchester,  on 
the  east  by  Delaware,  and  on  the  west  by  Tuckahoe  creek 
sand  the  Choptank,  by  which  it  is  separated  from  Talbot 
county. 

The  soils  of  this  county  comprise  the  usual  varieties  of  the 
tide-water  region,  and  principally  consist  of  sandy  loams, 
-w^ith  a  sub-soil  of  red  or  yellow  clay  of  variable  strength, 
-sandy  and  white  oak  soils.  These  latter  are  found  in  great 
excellence  in  the  lower  part  of  the  peninsular  formed  by 
Tuckahoe  creek  and  the  Choptank  river,  the  sandy  soils  for  the 
most  part  lay  between  the  Choptank  river  and  the  Delaware 
Line,  whilst  the  sandy  loams  principally  occupy  that  section 
which  lies  between  the  Choptank  river  and  the  Delaware  line, 
alternating  to  some  extent  with  the  white  oak  soil.  Shell 
marl  of  good  quality  is  found  in  the  neighborhood  of  Denton, 
the  county  town,  and  in  some  other  parts  of  the  country. 
The  face  of  the  country  is  slightly  rolling,  naturally  well 
drained.  The  usual  variety  of  staple  crops,  fruits  and  vege- 
tables are  here  produced  in  great  perfection,  the  climate  and 
soil  being  very  admirably  adapted  to  the  production  of  the 
latter,  at  an  early  period  of  the  season,  and  in  great  excel- 
lence. Much  advance  has  been  made  of  late  years  in  the  cul- 
tivation and  improvement  of  the  soil,  and,  as  a  consequence, 
the  price  of  land  has  rapidly  advanced,  but  is  yet  very  far 
from  reaching  its  real  intrinsic  value. 

Its  facilities  for  navigation  embrace  both  those  of  rapid  and 
cheap  transportation  ;  the  former  by  the  Delaware  railroad, 
which,  entering  at  the  northern  part  of  the  county,  progresses 
through  its  northwestern  part,  and  emerges  from  it  into  Tal- 
bot county,  at  Hillsboro'  ;  and  the  latter,  that  is  tide-water 
-navigation,  by  means  of  the  Tuckahoe  creek  from  Hillsboro' 
and  the  Choptank  river  from  Greensboro',  where  the  Mary- 
land and  Delaware  Eailroad  passes  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  county  to  its  extreme  southern  border.  No  part  of  the 
county  is  more  than  three  or  four  miles  from  the  railroad  or 
navigable  wa^er,  and  has  a  choice  of  markets  by  the  former 
to  Philadelphia  and  by  the  latter  to  Baltimore  and  all  parts 
of  the  .country. 


72 

The  county  is  well  supplied  with  fencing  and  other  tim- 
ber. It  has  many  large  herring  and  shad  fisheries,  with 
abundance  of  oysters,  terrapins  and  other  fish  common  to^ 
the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake. 

The  land  here  sells  at  from  five  to  fifty  dollars  per  acre, 
the  price  being  varied  by  the  usual  governing  circumstances. 
Much  of  it,  of  excellent  quality,  with  fair  improvements,  can. 
be  had  for  twenty  dollars  per  acre.  This  is  very  cheap  for  a. 
jDroductive  home,  in  a  good  neighborhood,  with  a  good  soil 
and  genial  climate.  Thousands  of  our  countrymen  are- 
to-day  toiling  on  worse  soils,  costing  a  higher  price,  with 
much  less  of  the  physical  and  social  advantd,ges  than  which  this- 
county  possesses. 

Talbot  County. 

This  county  has  long  and  favorably  been  known  as  one  of 
the  best,  if  not  the  very  best  cultivated  and  improved  of  any 
of  the  counties  of  the  State.  For  a  long  period  great  atten- 
tion has  been  paid  to  the  breeding  of  stock  and  the  rational 
'use  of  fertilizers,  and  the  result  is  a  character  for  the  pro- 
duction of  live  stock — especially  sheep — equal  to  any  part  of 
the  country,  and  a  highly  improved  condition  of  the  soil,. 
naturally  not  superior  to  the  other  counties  of  this  Shore.- 
The  basis  of  this  improvement  has  moreover  been  almost  ex- 
clusively derived  from  its  own  resources,  viz  :  Shell  marl,  sea 
weed  and  oyster  shell  lime,  derived  from  the  waters,  which 
afford  direct  and  indirect  sustenance  to  a  large  part  of  its- 
population.  The  use  of  marl  and  oyster  shell  lime  had  be- 
come very  general  in  this  county  when  it  had  been  but  com- 
paratively little  known  in  other  sections  of  the  country. 
Worn  out  and  naturally  poor  lands  were  thus  greatly  im- 
proved, which  resulted  in  corresponding  improvement  in  the 
breed  of  live  stock  and  a  general  diffusion  of  agricultural 
knowledge  and  energy,  which,  in  agricultural  matters,  has 
placed  this  county  in  a  very  high  position.  Very  much  of 
this  has  been  due  to  the  influences  of  the  Eastern  Shore  Ag- 
ricultural Society — an  association  of  gentlemen,  not  only  the 
oMest  of  its  kind  in  the  State,  but  equal  to  any  similar  one 
anywhere  in  the  general  intellectual  cultivation  of  its  mem- 
bers, their  unselfish  devotion  to  and  practical  knowledge  of 
all  that  concerns  the  interests  of  agriculture.  No  association 
anywhere,  of  the  same  number,  combines  more  of  intellectual 
or  moral  worth,  combined  with  the  same  degree  of  social  re- 
finement, as  the  Eastern  Shore  Agricultural  Society.  Com-- 
]posed  mainly  of  farmers  of  this  county,  they  fcan  enjoy  the 
satisfaction  moreover  of  having  contributed  in  a  very  great 
degree  to  not  only  the  agricultural,  but  to  the  moral  and  so- 
cial improvement,  not  only  of  their  own,  but  to  adjoining; 
counties,  and,  in  some  degree,  to  the  whole  State. 


73 

This  county  is  bounded  on  tlie  north  by  Wye  river,  which 
separates  it  from  Queen  Anne's  county,  on  the  south  by  the 
Choptank  river,  which  separates  it  from  Dorchester  county, 
on  the  east  by  the  Choptank  and  Tuckahoe  creek,  one  of  its 
branches,  which  separates  it  from  Caroline  county,  and  on 
the  west  by  the  Chesapeake  bay.  It  embraces  several 
fine  islands  contiguous  to  it  on  the  bay.  The  soil  in  the 
northern  part  is  principally  a  sandy  loam,  with  a  sub-soil  of 
good  yellow  clay,  easily  improved,  well  drained  naturally, 
and  productive  in  all  of  the  standard  crops,  fruits  and  veget- 
ables of  the  latitude.  These  latter  mature  early  and  at- 
tain very  great  perfection.  In  the  peninsula  formed  by  Wye 
and  Miles  river,  these  soils  are  gradually  changed  into  the 
white  oak  soils,  which  have  been  well  improved,  are  very 
productive,  and  command  a  high  price.  The  dividing  ridge 
between  the  waters  of  the  Choptank  and  the  Tred  Haven 
river,  as  far  as  it  extends,  is  composed  of  an  excellent  variety 
of  soil  of  the  sandy  loam  variety,  underlaid  with  yellow  clay. 
As  the  water  courses  of  the  Tred  Haven  is  approached,  the 
white  oak  soils  are  found  in  a  state  of  fertility  and  in  a  high 
-degree  of  skilful  cultivation.  The  peninsula  between  Miles 
and  Wye  river  on  the  one  side,  and  the  Tred  Haven  on  the 
other,  is  mainly  composed  of  a  fine  quality  of  white  oak  land 
with  small  spaces  of  sandy  loam,  much  of  it  highly,  and  all 
of  it  capable  oi  being  made  highly  productive,  at  slight  cost. 
Though  more  level  and.  flat  than  the  eastern  part  of  the 
county,  yet  still  its  drainage  may  be  made  most  tnorough 
and  complete  by  the  easy  means  of  surface  drains. 

The  face  of  the  county  towards  its  aorthern  and  eastern 
sections  are  rolling  and  hilly,  in  the  other  parts  of  the 
county  it  is  undulating,  and  as  a  consequence' of  this,  the 
small  amount  of  land  transportion  required  is  done  on  good 
roads  with  but  slight  grade. 

On  the  Wye,  Miles  river^  Tred  Haven  and  some  of  the  other 
branches  of  the  Choptank,  are  many  beautiful  sites  for  dwell- 
ing houses,  which  have  been  improved  by  the  taste  and  in- 
telligence of  many  wealthy  citizens,  natives  as  well  as 
strangers.  On  many  of  the  water  courses,  old  houses  built 
in  colonial  times,  still  maintain  all  their  characteristic  of  the 
hospitality  and  social  refinement  which  distinguished  their 
memories.  The  climate  is  mild,  its  alterations  are  not  rapid. 
The  health  is  very  good.  The  productions  of  the  soil  are  of 
great  excellence,  and  its  numerous  waters  abound  in  all  the 
varieties  of  wild  fowl,  fish,  oysters,  crab,  terrapins,  dc, 
afforing  the  inhabitants  not  only  luxurious  and  cheap  living, 
but  -bIso  means  of  profitable  trafiic  with  the  markets  of  Balti- 
more and  Philadelphia. 

The  whole  county  is  serrated  with  numerous  salt  water 
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creeks  with  deep  water,  clear  beeches  and  higli  banks.  Many 
of  the  dwellings  or  farm  buildings  lie  immediately  on  these, 
and  farm  products  in  many  places  may  be  taken  from  the 
granary,  placed  immediately  on  the  decks  of  steamboats  and 
in  a  few  hours  landed  on  the  wharves  of  the  great  commercial 
marts.  The  transportation  is  of  the  most  perfect  kind,  by 
means  of  the  Choptank  Eiver  and  its  numerous  branches  on 
the  one^ide,  with  Miles  Eiver,  Wye  Eiver  and  the  Eastern 
Bay  on  the  other.  All  of  these  are  deep,  navigable,  salt, 
tidal  waters. 

The  internal  resources  of  the  county  for  agricultural  im- 
provement are  of  the  first  quality,  not  only  as  to  their  rich- 
ness, but  also  their  easiness  of  access  and  very  general  diffu- 
sion. There  are  shell  marls,  sea  grass  and  oyster  shell  lime,  the 
former  found  of  exceeding  richness  in  almost  every  section  of 
the  county,  particularly  on  the  Choptank  and  the  various 
branches  of  the  Tred  Haven,  and  the  latter  obtained  from  all 
of  the  waters  of  the  county.  With  these,  and  ordinary  farm 
resources  almost  exclusively  till  late  years,  the  lands  of  this 
county  have  been  made  equal  in  production  to  many  of  the 
best  sections  of  the  country.  With  proper  additions  they 
will  continue  to  exist  equal  to  any  in  any  section. 

The  unrivaled  water  communication  will  have  added  to  it 
facilities  for  speedy  transit  to  Philadelphia  and  the  North 
by  means  of  the  Maryland  and  Delaware  Eailroad,  which 
will  in  a  short  time  be  completed  to  Oxford,  a  fine,  bold 
harbor.  It  will  traverse  the  county  in  a  direction  from  north- 
east to  south-west,  and  make  complete  at  all  seasons,  the 
transportation  facilities  for  this  county. 

The  county  is  well  watered  with  pure  springs  and  running 
streams,  and  is  ;well  timbered  for  all  domestic  purposes. 

The  land  varies  in  price  according  to  its  degree  of  improve- 
ment, buildings  on  it  and  neighborhood;  but  everywhere  can 
be  purchased  cheaplj^,  when  its  intrinsic  value  is  considered. 
The  price  of  it  varies  from  ten  to  one  hundred  and  fity  dollars 
per  acre^-though  frequently  the  prices  do  not  bear  direct  ra- 
tio to  its  intrinsic  excellence,  land  in  particular  neighborhoods 
selling  at  higher  rates  than  the  same  qality  brings  in  other 
places. 

The  County  town  is  Easton,  pleasantly  situated  near  the 
centre  of  the  county  at  the  head  of  Tred  Haven  Eiver,  a  mile 
or  two  from  Miles  Eiver,  and  a  few  miles  from  the  Choptank, 
by  means  of  which  it  has  daily  communication  with  Bal- 
timore, and  direct  communication  with  Philadjelphia. 

Dorchester  County. 

South  of  Talbot  and  the  Choptank  Eiver  is  the  county  of 
Dorchester,  pronounced  Dorset.     It  is  bounded  on  the  North 
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l)y  the  Choptank,  whicli  separates  it  from  Talbot  county,  and 
by  Caroline  county,  on  the  south  and  west  by  the  Chesapeake 
Bay,  and  on  the  east  by  the  Nanticoke  Kiver  which  separates 
it  from  Somerset  county.  It  contains  about  three  hundred 
and  eighty-six  thousand  acres.  Its  soil  in  the  northern  part, 
and  on  the  Choptank  is  to  a  great  extent  composed  of  sandy 
loamSj  some  with  and  some  without  a  red  or  yellow  clay  sub- 
soil. The  soil  in  the  western  and  lower  sections  is  of  a  first 
quality  white  oak  soil,  in  some  places  highly  improved,  and 
everywhere  capable  of  being  made  equal  to  any  of  this  va- 
riety elsewhere. 

The  spirit  of  improvement  has  not  been  as  general  here  as 
in  some  of  the  counties  north  of  it,  yet  many  of  its  citizens 
stand  in  the  front  rank  as  skilful  agriculturists  and  stock  rais- 
ers, and  excel  in  the  cultivation  of  vegetables,  fruits  and 
flowers,  many  gardens  being  embelished  with  almost  every 
variety  of  these  latter  in  due  season. 

The  crops  are  the  several  staple  crops  with  quite  a  large 
production  of  fruits  and  vegetables  for  export ;  the  soil  and 
climate  with  abundant  facilities  for  transportation,  all  tend 
greatly  to  favor  their  cultivation, — the  former  by  aiding  the 
quality  and  quantity,  and  the  latter  by  giving  remunerative 
j)rofits. 

The  lands  on  the  Choptank  are  light  and  well  drained, — 
those  on  the  bay  and  southern  sections  of  the  county  are  more 
flat  and  level,  but  are  likewise  capable  of  thorough  drainage. 

On  the  Choptank  are  many  fine  dwellings  and  highly-im- 
proved farms,  in  other  sections  of  the  county  more  attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  quick  and  abundant  returns  from  the 
oyster  trafiic  and  the  development  of  the  other  treasures  of 
the  Bay  than  to  the  improvement  of  the  soil,  and  as  a  conse- 
quence, its  productiveness  is  but  [-lightly  developed.  The  soil 
itself  is,  however,  fully  as  capable  of  easy  and  certain  im- 
provement as  the  same  variety  elsewhere,  and  has  in  it  an 
immense  amount  of  undeveloped  wealth  for  its  future  purchas- 
ers and  cultivators.  Nothing  but  proper  attention  to  well- 
ascertained  means  of  fertilization  is  required  to  make  this  as 
fine  a  farming  and  grazing  country  as  any  on  the  shore,  and 
in  some  places  this  has  been  folly  shown  by  actual  opera- 
tions. 

Much  of  it  is  yet  in  primitive  forests  of  the  best  quality  of. 
white  oak  for  ship-building,  all  of  it  is  well  timbered  for  or- 
dinary domestic  purposes,  and  is  well  watered;  the  health  of 
the  county  is  good,  its  facilities  for  transportation  of  the  first 
class,  and  the  average  price  of  its  lands  very  cheap,  thus  giv- 
ing every  advantage  to  purchasers  and  future  setlers. 

The  facilities  for  improvement  are  oyster  shell  lime,  sea 
grass,  Indian  shell-banks  and  in  some  sections  of  the  county 
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good  shell  marl — most  cheap  and  efficient  manures  for  the- 
mprovementof  land. 

This  county  is  almost  entirely  surrounded  by  the  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  and  bold,  deep  rivers,  navigable  in  their  whole 
extent  for  first-class  steamers  and  sailing  vessels.  The  Chop- 
tank  gives  speedy  communication  with  Baltimore  and  all 
sections,  to  its  western  parts,  whilst  the  Nanticoke,  with 
numerous  branches  nf  the  Bay  aiford  direct  communication 
with  every  portion  of  the  country  to  all  of  its  remaining  por- 
tions. 

A  Kailroad  is  jDrojected  from  near  Seaford,  in  Delaware  to 
Cambridge,  whose  speedy  completion  is  placed  beyond  doubt, 
which  will  give  direct  communication  to  Philadelphia  and 
the  North.  The  transportation  facilities  for  this  county^ 
will  then  be  most  thorough  and  complete. 

The  most  abundant  quantities  of  oysters  and  other  shell 
fish,  with  all  the  varieties  of  the  fish  and  wild  fowl  found  in 
the  Chesapeake  waters  are  found  in  this  county  and  its  adja- 
cent waters. 

The  County  town  is  Cambride,  near  the  centre  of  the  north- 
ern border  of  this  county  on  the  Choptank  River,  a  well-built 
and  thriving  place,  distinguished  for  the  social  elegance  and 
fine  horticultural  skill  of  its  population,  scarcely  ri- 
valed in  other  portions  of  the  country. 

Somerset  County. 

This  is  the  most  vv^estern  of  the  two  most  southern  counties 
of  the  Eastern  Shore.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
Delaware  Line,  on  the  south  by  Pocomoke  Sound,  an  expan- 
sion of  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  on  the  east  by  the  Pocomoke  Riv- 
er, which  separates  it  for  a  long  distance  from  Worcester 
county,  and  on  the  west  by  the  Nanticoke  River,  which  sep- 
arates it  from  Dorchester, 

Its  area  is  about  three  hundred  and  ten  thousand  acres. 

The  face  of  the  country  is  gently  1-olling  in  the  northern 
part  on  the  table  lands  which  separates  its  streams,  but  as  we 
proceed  to  its  southern  border  in  the  more  immediate  neigh- 
borhood of  the  Sound,  the  surface  is  level  and  flat,  but  still 
affording  sufficient  fall  for  all  necessary  drainage. 
.  The  soils  in  the  upper  part  of  the  county  are  mostly  a  san- 
dy loam,  except  in  the  neighborhood  of  tide  water,  where  it 
assumes  the  character  of  the  white  oak  soil.  In  the  middle 
and  sputhern  portions  it  alternates  with  fine  white  oak  soils, 
occasionally  with  a  sub-soil  of  red  or  yellow  clay.  There 
IS  also_ in  several  paits  of  the  county  considerable  portions  of 
the  soil  known  as  the  Black  Gun/swamp  soils,  of  excellent 
iiuality,  and  producing  good  yield  of  such  crops  as  may  be- 
suited  to  its  texture. 


77 

The  sandy  loams  are  easily  improved  and  admirably  adapt- 
ed to  the  raising  of  early  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  require 
very  little  labor  for  their  cultivation. 

From  the  location  of  this  county  with  reference  to  the  wa- 
ter, Its  climate  is  very  mild,  and  its  fruits  and  vegetables  ma- 
tureat  a  period  sufficiently  in  advance  of  its  northern  sisters 
to  give  it  the  advantages  of  the  high  price  always  found  in  an 
early  market.  _  Sweet  potatoes  is  here  a  most  valuable  crop, 
and  from  their  cultivation  alone  large  returns  are  real- 
ized. 

The  white  oak  soils  partake  of  the  general  character  of 
those  in  the  other  counties,  and  present  the  same  advantages 
here  which  distinguishes  them  in  the  other  localities.  Wlfer- 
ever  due  attention  has  been  given  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil,  the  same  returns  in  the  form  of  increased  value  in  the 
land,  and  crops  equally  remunerative  are  experienced  here  as 
in  other  sections. 

Much  of  the  county  is  in  wood,  and  a  part  heavily  timbered 
•  with  pine,  white  oak  and  cypress.  The  preparation  of  this 
for  market  gives  employment  to  a  large  part  of  the  popula- 
tion, and»is  a  considerable  source  of  wealth  to  the  county. 
The  facilities  for  the  cheapest  transportation  gives  it  great  ad- 
vantages as  to  nett  profits  over  other  parts  of  the  country 
which  help  to  supply  the  markets  on  the  Chesapeake  with 
lumber,  the  most  remote  of  it  being  but  a  few  miles  from 
navigable  water,  and  much  of  it  on  the  very  shores  of  the  ti- 
dal rivers  and  other  waters  of  the  Bay. 

The  2^lanting  of  vjysters  is  another  branch  of  industry  here 
which  employs  a  large  part  of  the  population,  and  gives  to 
those  who  have  the  local  advantages  for  its  i3rosecution,  very 
large  profit^.  This  agricultural  term  needs  some  explanation 
m  reference  to  shell  fish,  which  I  will  here  briefly  explain. 

Oysters  in  their  native  state  are  frequently  found  in  large 
'beds  which  are  sometimes  many  feet  in  thickness  and  extend 
many  miles  in  length  on  the  bottom  of  the  Bay.  In  this  condi- 
tion they  do  not  acquire  a  large  size,  and  therefore  do  not 
^command  the  highest  prices  in  the  market.  These  when  ta- 
ken and  carried  into  shallow  water  and  there  deposited  are 
said  to  he  planted;  they  then  rapidly  grow,  soon  attain  a  large 
size,  improve  in  flavor  and  command  the  highest  prices  in  the 
market.  _  This  process  is  attended  with  such  ample,  speedy 
and  certain  reward  that  almost  every  one  who  is  adjacent  to 
favorable  waters  engage  in  it  to  the  almost  total  exclusion  of 
agricultural  pursuits.  It  is  one  of  the  most  certain,  and  at 
the  same  time  most  profitable  forms  of  manual  labor.  From 
the  inexhaustable  quantities  of  oysters  in  the  adjacent  waters, 
and  the  many  favorable  locations  for  its  pursuit,  it  is  followed 
by  a  numerous  class  of  citizens  and  is  a  source  of  great  reve- 
-nue  to  the  county. 
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The  facilities  for  improvement  tliat  *  are  accessible 
within  the  county  are  sea  grass  and  oyster  shell  lime,  both 
found  in  great  abundance  and  very  cheap.  It  only  requires 
the  same  degree  of  skilled  attention  here  in  the  cultivation  of 
the  soil  to  make  it  as  productive  as  any  part  of  the  shore, 
and  it  would  be  attended  wjth  the  increased  advantage  derived 
from  the  superior  mildness  of  tho  climate  and  shortness  of  the 
winters. 

The  price  of  laud  varies  from  five  to  one  hundred  dol- 
lars per  acre,  and  as  a  general  thing  is  cheaper,  when  the  cli- 
mate, location,  and  all  of  its  other  advantages  are  considered,, 
than  is  found  higher  up  the  shore,  and  thus  presents  favora.- 
ble  opportunities  to  settlers  of  cheap  and  remunerative  invest- 
ment— certainly  very  far  superior  to  any  place  north  or  west 
of  our  State. 

The  general  character  of  its  people  as  to  hospitality  and 
refinement  is  well  worthy  of  the  high  estimation  in  which 
they  are  held  wherever  noble  qualities  are  appreciated. 

Its  facilities  for  transportation  are  the  Pocomoke  Kiver  on 
the  east,  the  JNanticoke  on  the  west,  with  the  Sound  on  ihe 
south,  together  with  the  Wicomico,  Manokin,  Monie,  An- 
namessex,  and  numerous  other  creeks  and  waters  Miat  penetrate 
far  into  the  interior  of  the  county.  The  amount  of  land 
transportation  is  very  small,  and  that  for  the  most  part  over 
smooth,  level  roads. 

The  Delaware  Railroad,  moreover,  runs  entirely  through 
this  county,  passing  through  the  town  of  Salisbury, 
then  through  Princess  Anne  and  finally  ends  on  the  navigable 
waters  of  Pocomoke  Sound  at  Annamessex.  This  gives  abun- 
dant  means  to  reap  all  the  advantages  of  the  Philadelphia 
and  other  northern  markets  in  the  sale  of  early  fruits  and 
vegetables^  which  is  destined  to  become  one  of,  the  chief  occu- 
pations of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county. 

Its  waters  abound  in  all  of  the  various  shell  and  other  fish, 
with  the  wild  fowl  common  to  the  Chesapeake.  Rapid  ad- 
vance will  soon  take  place  in  the  value  of  lands  here,  and 

those  who  first  obtain  them  will  be  the  niost  benefitted. 

.1 

Worcester  County. 

This  the  most  south-eastern  county,  is  one  of  the  largest 
in  territorial  extent  on  the  Eastern  shore  of  Maryland.  It 
extends  the  whole  breadth  of  the  State,  between  Delaware, 
its  northern  boundary,  and  Virginia,  its  boundary  on  the 
south — its  eastern  limits  extend  to  the  Atlantic  ocean,  or 
rather  to  Sinepuxet  Bay,  a  narrow  sound  separated  by  a  sandy 
beach  from  the  ocean.  Its  western  boundary  is  the  Pocomoke 
River,  Dividing  Creek  and  at  its  north-western  part  an  ar- 
bitrary line  which  separates  it  from  Somerset  county. 
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Soils. — ThelBoils  of  tliis  county  are  mostly  of  saancly  loam, 
particularly  in  the  north-western  section.  In  various  parts 
are  also  found  the  finest  quality  of  "  white  oak"  soils,  in 
close  connection  with  the  Black  Grura  Swamp  soils,  each  high- 
ly by  admixture  improving  the  other,  and  in  some  sections 
small  quantities  of  red  or  yellow  clay  soils  similar  to  those 
found  in  other  parts  of  the  shore  and  elsewhere  described. 

The  face  of  the  country,  in  its  lower  part,  is  generally 
level  and  flat,  in  its  western  portion  slightly  rolling,  and  be- 
tween the  Pocomoke  River,  which  running  south  through  it, 
divides  it  into  two  nearly  equal  parts,  andSinepuxet  Bay,  a 
ridge  of  hills  run  nearly  parallel  to  the  ocean,  dividing  the 
waters  that  flow  into  the  Bay  from  those  that  flow  into  the 
Pocomoke,  in  many  places  commanding  a  fine  prospect  of  the 
ocean,  and  though  eight  or  ten  miles  distant,  within  hearing 
of  the  sound  of  its  surf. 

The  means  for  the  improvement  of  the  soil  are  oyster  shell 
lime  in  the  greatest  abundance,  and  in  some  sections  vast  de- 
j)Osits  of  Indian  shell  banks. 

The  climate  is  very  mild,  being  tempered  greatly  by  the 
influence  of  the  ocean  and  other  waters  contiguous  to  it,  and 
from  the  corresponding  favorable  conditions  of  the  soil  it  is 
specially  adapted  to  the  production  of  early  fruits  and  vege- 
tables, which  command  the  highest  price  in  the  markets  of 
the  north. 

The  staple  crops  on  improved  land  flourish  here,  and 
from  the  extreme  mildness  of  the  climate,  with  the  existence 
of  early  and  late  pasturage,  the  raising  of  live  stock  may  be 
made  a  very  profitable  branch  of  husbandry, — nothing  con- 
firms this  more  than  the  fact  that  on  the  Islands  on  its  sea 
shore,  large  droves  of*  horses  of  a  peculiar  breed,  called 
"  Beach  Ponies"  are  reared  without  ever  being  stabled  or  fed, 
they  live  in  a  wild  state  until  fit  for  use,  when  they  are 
driven  into  pens,  caught,  marked  and  compelled  to  serve  in- 
dustrial purposes.  These  horses  are  handsome  and  well- 
formed,  have  great  sagacity, — almost  as  much  as  a  New 
Foundland  dog — become  very  docile,  are  well  gaited  and  have 
great  powers  of  endurance.  They  subsist  entirely  on  the 
herbage  of  the  Islands  till  taJcen  up  for  use. 

A  large  part  of  this  county  is  still  in  its  virgin  forests,  and 
wild  deer  are  still  hunted  in  them  ;  these  forests  are  princi- 
pally of  pine,  and  furnish  large  quantities  of  the  finest 
lumber,  which  is  one  of  the  staple  productions  of  the  county, 
besides  which,  on  the  low  grounds  great  quantities  of  cypress 
timber  exists,  also  a  valuable  article  of  export.  • 

When  the  present  high,  and  constantly-increasing  prices  of 
lumber  is  remembered,  and  taken  in  consideration  witli  the 
fact  that  its  sources,  or  accessible  sources  of  supply  are  rapidly 
diminishing,  due  estimation  will  be  given  to  the  value  of  tim- 
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ber  in  a  location  like  this, — directly  on  tide-water,  and  near- 
er tlian  any  otlier  place  to  the  great  marts  of  consumption. 
The  principal  supplies  of  lumber  are  now  derived  from  the 
mountains  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  which  before  i  t 
reaches  Philadelphia,  Baltimore  or  Washington  must  be  float- 
ed dow  mountain  streams  in  time  of  freshets,  then  conveyed 
hundreds  of  miles  by  canal  or  slack  water  navigation,  then 
hy  means  of  tide-water  conveyance  on  the  average  as  far  as 
this  location  is  from^  before  it  reaches  a  market.  In  the  one 
case,  the  uncertainties  of  freshets  and  the  expense  of  canal  or 
slack  water  navigation,  in  the  other  a  calm,  open  bay.  The 
advantages  in  the  latter  must  need  greatly  preponderate. 

The  inlets,  or  ocean  interior  waters  abound  in  clams,  the 
finest  oysters,  with  all  the  varieties  of  water-fowl. 

Facilities  of  Transportation.- — In  this  as  in  all  of  the  East- 
ern Shore  counties  the  advantages  of  facilities  to  various  mar- 
kets are  varied  and  of  the  cheapest  description.  The  Poco- 
moco  Kiver  which  divides  this  county  into  two  nearly  equal 
parts,  is  navigable  for  sea  schooners  to  Snow.Hill,  the  County 
town,  nearly  ^^in  the  centre  of  the  county,  whilst  its  whole 
eastern  border  has  free  access  to  the  Atlantic  ocean,  with  easy 
transit  to  New  York  and  the  whole  world. 

The  route  of  the  Southern  Air  Line  Railroad  passes  through 
on  the  ridge  of  hills  separating  the  Pocomoke  River  from  the 
Atlantic  ocean,  which  will  give  access  in  a  few  hours  to  New 
York  city  and  Philadelphia.  This  Road  will  be  made,  as  a 
matter  of  necessity,  as  soon  as  political  agitators  permit  the 
natural  development  of  the  resources  of  the  Southern  States, 
a  measure  which  time  will  show  to  be  fully  as  necessary  to 
the  prosperity  of  one  section  as  to  the  other. 

In  the  northern  part  of  the  county  the  Pocomoke  and  Wi- 
comico Railroad,  connecting  Berlin,  a  pleasant  village  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  county  with  Salisbury,  on  the  Nanticoke 
river  in  Somerset  county,  will  pass  through  a  very  valuable 
section  of  the  county,  full  of  timber  and  agricultural  resources. 
This  Road  will  in  a  short  time  be  completed  and  give  to 
a  large  part  of  the  county  full  and  free  access  to  the  markets 
of  Washington,  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia. 

The  lands  in  this  county  can  be  bought  at  very  cheap  rates, 
say  from  five  -to  fifty  dollars,  the  greater  part  of  them  for  a 
sum  less  than  the  mean  of  these  sums,  and  offer  advantages 
either  to  immigrants  from  other  States  of  our  own  country, 
or  fronl  foreign  nations,  of  a  very  favorable  nature. 

The  general  tone  of  society  is  of  the  highest  order,  and  the 
hospitable  and  kind  nature  of  the  Eastern  Shore  is  fully  sus- 
tained in  this  county. 

The  County  town  is  Snow  Hill,  on  the  head  of  navigation 
on  the  Pocomoke  River. 

The  above  is  an  imperfect  but  fair  exposition  of  the  advan- 
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-ttages  which  the  Tide-Water  section  of  the  State  of  Maryland 
offers  to  those  who  desire  tranquil,  happy  homes,  full  and 
direct  rewards  for  labor  and  quick  and  permanent  returns  for 
capital  invested.  It  gives  no  promise  of  magic  wealth  sud- 
denly acquired,  as  in  the  oil  regions  and  gold  placers,  to  end 
in  chagrin  and  loss,  hut  it  does  promise,  and  is|capahle  of 
verifying  tht  promise  to  the  very  letter,  of  giving  certain  and 
sure  rewards  to  this  and  succeeding  generations  in  all  of 
those  things  which  render  existence  comfortable  and  happy, 
— freedom  from  want,  abundant  and  certain  rewards  for  labor, 
free  communication,  if  desired,  with  the  world  abroad,  and 
at  home  social  intercourse  with  refined,  just  and  generous 
neighbors.  In  all  of  these  the  writer  of  this  with  much  ex- 
perience of  association  and  travel,  and  gratefully  sensible  of 
well-remembered  kindness  which  he  has  experienced  from  the 
■citizens  of  almost  every  State  in  the  Union  by  their  own  fire- 
.  sides,  knows  not  its  superior  in  the  United  States  or  in  the 
world. 

To  a  residence  here,  to  a  home  in  our  midst  we  invite  hon- 
est labor,  skill  and  industry,  let  it  come  from  whatever  section 
of  the  Union;  with  the  full  assurance,  that  a  true  knowledge 
of  Maryland  character  will  cause  for  it  proper  respect  and 
consideration,  and  with  the  certain  conviction  that  the  climate, 
soil,  and  intrinsic  advantages  will  repay  labor  and  rnake  re- 
munerative returns  for  capital  employed. 

Nor  is  this  all,  the  immigrant  will  find  whilst  living  here 
a  home  and  when  death  comes  can  be  solaced  with  the  thought 
that  those  whom  he  leaves  behind,  are  not  in  a  wild  wilderness 
or  amongst  a  barbarous  people,  but  are  where  the  sympathies  of 
the  good,  and  true,  and  merciful  exist  to  temper  the  wind 
to  the  shorn  lamb — and  that  they  are  one  of  a  people  on 
whose  name  and  fame  there  has  been  no  reproach.  Let  the 
honest  laborers  and  farmers  of  Pennsylvania,  New  York  and 
of  the  whole  country,  whenever  they  may  wish  to  change 
their  places  of  abode,  direct  their  footstejDS  to  our  borders  and 
not  to  the  uncultivated  wilds  and  bleak,  remote  regions  of  the 
far  west.  Here  will  be  found  homes  worthy  of  the  best  and 
.noblest  in  the  land. 
1,0* 
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The  Blue  Ridge  Division  of  Maryland. 


This  division  of  Maryland  includes  all  tliat  part  of  tlie  State 
between  the  tide-Avater  Division  on  the  east  and  the  Mountain 
or  Alleghany  Division  on  the  west,  and  extends  entirely 
through  the  State  from  the  Pennsylvania  line,  (Mason's  and 
Dixon's,)  on  the  north  to  the  Potomac  which  separates  it 
from  the  State  of  Virginia  on  the  south.  Commencing  at 
the  head  of  tide-water  of  the  streams  which  flow  into  tha> 
Chesapeake  Bay,  it  extends  in  a  broad  belt  to  the  foot  of.  the 
Alleghany  mountains,  and  is  generally  known  as  a  part  of 
the  "Alleghany  Kange." 

Though  the  whole  of  this  division  does  not  belong 
to  the  same  G-eological  period,  yet  the  nature  of  the  soil  as 
to  its  improvement  and  production,  is  suflSciently  similar  as 
to  be  included  in  the  same  general  description  in  a  work 
whose  chief  aim  is  a  correct  general  exposition  of  the  indus- 
trial resources  of  the  State.  It  is  formed  for  the  most  part  ot 
gently  elevated  parallel  ridges,  with  fertile  valleys  lying  be- 
tween them.  Through  these  ridges  at  nearly  right  angles,, 
large  rivers  and  streams  run  to  the  Chesapeake,  which  effect- 
ually drain  this  whole  country,  and  afford  to  an  almost  infi- 
nite extent  water-power  for  all  the  various  departments  of 
manufactures ;  these  ridges  generally  parallel  to  the  ocean 
culminate  first  in  a  well-defined  ridge  known  as  "  Parr's 
Ridge,"  in  the  western  part  of  Montgomery,  Howard  and 
in  Carrol  counties,  whence  to  these  is  a  gradual  slope  to  Monoc- 
acy  River  in  Frederick  county,  thence  the  Monocacy  Valley  ex-- 
tends  westerly  to  thefootofCatoctin  Mountain,  between  which 
and  the  South  Mountain  are  the  beautiful  valleys  known  as 
the  Middletown  Valley  and  Harbaugh's  Valley. 

Between  the  Blue  Ridge  and  the  foot  of  the  Alleghanies  at 
Sideling  Hill  in  the  western  part  of  Washington  county,  is 
the  famous  Hagerstown  Valley.  This  division,  it  will  be- 
seen,  is  naturally  divided  into  three  chief  sections,  first,  that 
j)art  extending  from  tide-water  to  the  summit  of  Parr's  Ridge. 
Second,  that  part  between  Parr's  Ridge  and  South  Mountain 
or  Blue  Ridge  and  that  part  between  the  Blue  Ridge 
and  the  foot  of  the  Alleghanies  in  the  western  part  of  Wash-^ 
ington  county.  There  is  a  small  valley  as  I  have  before  said,, 
between  the  Catoctin  and  Blue  Ridge,  no  less  distinguished 
for  its  beautiful  scenery  than  for  its  remarkable  fertility  audi 
the  skill  and  care  with  which  it  has  been  cultivated. 


Tliis  section  comprises  tlie  same  varieties  of  soil,  improved 
to  an  equal  extent  as  the  best  of  the  famous  wheat  lands  of 
Pennsylvania  and  New  York;  with  all  the  advantages  of  a 
milder  climate  and  far  greater  convenience  to  market.  The 
Cumberland  valley  being  identical  except  in  locality, 
with  the  Hagerstown  valley.  It  is  a  region  acknowledged  by 
common  consent  to  be  of  the  "  greatest  salubrity,"  with  tlio 
best  class  of  soils  for  the  production  of  all  the  staple  crops 
and  vegetables,  abounding  in  almost  unlimited  water- 
power,  with  numerous  quarries  of  granite,  marble,  limestone, 
roofing-slate,  soapstone,  and  other  building  materials  of  the 
best  quality  ;  with  large  deposits  of  iron  ore,  with  some  good 
mines  of  copper  and  asbestos,  and  with  chrome  mines  which 
to  an  almost  total  extent  supply  all  that  is  required  in  com- 
merce. 

The  water-power  has  been  improved  by  numerous  cotton 
factories,  saw  mills,  flour  mills,  furnaces  and  forges,  and  al- 
most every  description  of  manufactories,  which  give  profita- 
ble employment  to  a  vast  amount  of  capital  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  working  population.  Its  contiguity  to  tide-water  gives 
it  great  advantage  in  the  enjoyment  of  its  luxuries  and  free 
access  to  the  commerce  of  the  world,  and  its  artificial  means 
of  transportation,  already  very  extensive,  are  being  rapidly 
added  to,  by  the  construction  of  new  turnpikes  and  Eailroads. 

From  its  geographical  position,  the  quantity  of  negro  labor 
was  not  so  abundant  as  in  the  section  already  described,  and 
as  a  consequence,  the  causes  which  produce  the  necessity  for 
the  sale  of  lands  do  not  here  so  widely  exist,  but  there  is  still 
in  many  places,  indeed  in  all,  excellent  opportunities  for  safe 
and  profitable  investment  in  its  lands,  for  they  have  by  no 
means  attained  to  a  price  which  their  natural  advantages 
would  justify.  Lands  here  of  the  same  degree  of  fertility  as 
in  Pennsylvania,  New  York  and  the  Western  States,  and 
with  greatly  superior  natural  advantages,  can  be  purchasedi 
al  rates  from  thirty  to  seventy-five  per  cent,  below  those  in 
these  States. 

The  population  are  industrious,  intelligent,  and  possess  in 
a  great  degree  all  the  virtues  of  the  "  Old  Maryland  Stock." 

Soils. — These  are  of  great  variety  as  to  productiveness  and 
vary  greatly  in  price,  from  ten  to  two  hundred  dollars  per 
acre  according  to  improvements  and  location. 

Formed  as  they  are  originally  from  the  same  kind  of  rocks 
as  are  the  soils  of  the  corresponding  region  east  of  the  moun- 
tains in  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  they  have  the  great  ad- 
vantage of  being  subjected  to  a  much  less  rigorous  climate 
than  exists  in  these  States,  and  are  thereby  far  more  valuable, 
as  a  longer  period  of  time  for  profitable  labor  is  obtained  and 
afless  domestic  consumption  of  material  is  required,  than, where 
there  is  a  prolonged  winter.     They  are  all  easily  and  cheaply 
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improved,  retain  their  improvement  with  great  tenacity  am 
have  convenient  access  to  limestone,  one  ol  the  permaneo 
sources  of  fertility,  at  very  cheap  rates. 

Though  the  soils  of  this  section  vary  greatly  in  productive 
ness,  yet  they  may  he  referred  to  the  following  general  vari 
eties  : 

First,  Red  Isinglass  Soils  ;  second.  White  Isinglass  Soils 
third.  Clay  Limestone  Soils  ;  fourth.  Mica  Slate  Soils  ;  fifth 
Slate  (roofing)  Soils  ;  and  sixth,  the  Eed  Lands. 

The  climate  is  most  favorahle,  the  resources  for  improve 
ment  widely  diffused  and  easily  attainable,  and  the  means  o 
transportation  to  and  from  its  markets  of  great  convenience 
The  whole  section  is  well  wooded  and  well  watered. 

The  Intrenal  Resoukces.  for  Improvement  of  Soils. 

Though  these  are  not  so  varied  as  are  found  in  the  tide-wate] 
section  of  the  State,  nor  exist  in  so  favorable  a  condition  foi 
ready  use,  yet  they  are  inexhaustible  in  quantity  and  of  a 
varied  nature  to  suit  the  several  varieties  of  soils  which  exist, 

They  consist  of  Limestones  of  the  greatest  purity,  or  Do- 
lomites, that  is  Limestone,  containing  from  ten  to  forty  pei 
cent,  of  Magnesia,— or  other  varieties  having  imbedded  in 
them  layers  of  Mica  Slate,  which  when  burnt  affords  good 
quantities  of  Potash  and  Silica  in  a  soluble  form,  both  inval- 
uable substances  in  manures  and  rarely  found  in  them.  These 
Limestones  are  either  metamorphic  limestones,— that  is  lime- 
stones which  after  being  deposited  has  had  its  texture  chang- 
ed, and  more  or  less  perfectly  chrystalized  by  heat,— or  the 
sedimentary  limestones,  which  though  ot  the  same  chemical 
composition  as  the  former,  yet  have  sustained  no  change  by  the 
action  of  heat  since  they  were  deposited.  These  extend  in  lay- 
ers parallel  to  the  mountain  ranges,  and  are  found  to  a  greater 
or  less  extent,  ^but  everywhere  in  sufiicient  abundance,  for 
exportation  in  all  of  the  counties  except  Montgomery  county 
comprising  this  Division.  Millions  of  bushels  are  used  year- 
ly for  agricultural  and  building  purposes  in  this  Division,  or 
exported  to  other  sections  for  like  uses. 

When  the  great  value  of  lime  to  soils  is  properly  appreci- 
ated, not^  only  in  improving  the  texture,  but  in  furnishing 
them  indirectly  with  nutrient  substances,  by  causing  the  inert 
mineral  matters  in  a  soil  to  assume  a  form  in  which  they  are 
capable  of  being  used  by  the  plant  to  increase  its  growth,  the 
value  of  these  deposits  cannot  be  overrated.  This  Division 
has,  therefore,  within  its  bounds,  and  perfectly  within  control 
of  its  population,  a  choice  of  these  staple,  permanent  fertili- 
zers, not  only  for  improving  the  texture  but  also  for  increasing 
the  supply  of  plant  food,  sufiicient  in  a  great  measure  to  sup- 
ply, with  the  ordinary  resources  of  the  farm,  nearly  all  of 
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he  wants  of  xlie  soil  ;  and  whatever  is  wanting  may  be  readi- 
y  obtained  from  other  localities  by  the  abundant  means  of 
ransportation  which  it  enjoys. 

Means  oi  Transportation. 

Kadiating  from  the  city  of  Baltimore  at  the  head  of  the 
'atapsco  Eiver,  four  Railroads  either  pass  through  this  sec- 
ion  or  larg&  parts  of  it.  There  are  first,  the  Washington 
Jranch  of  the  Baltimore  &  Onio  Eailaoad  which  forms  a  part 
fits  southern  boundary  between  Baltimore  and  Washington, 
iecond,  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  &  Baltimore  Eoad, 
/hich  completes  its  southern.boundary  from  Baltimore  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Line.  Third,  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Eailroad 
roper,  which  leaving  Baltimore  traverses  the  counties  of 
Baltimore,  Howard,  Carroll,  Frederick,  part  of  Washington 
nd  Alleghany  county.  Fourth,  the  ISIorthern  Central  Rail- 
oad,  which  passes  through  the  centre  of  Baltimore  county, 
onnecting  with  numerous  Eoads  north  and  west.  Besides 
hese  there  are  other  roads,viz:  theWestern  Maryland  Eailroad 
ranching  from  the  Northern  Central,  a  few  miles  distant 
rom  Baltimore,  passing  through  Baltimore  county,  and  Car- 
ol county  to  Union  Bridge,  near  the  borders  of  Frederick 
ounty,  to  which  place  it  is  in  constant  operation.  This 
.iload  is  under  contract  to  be  completed  within  a  short  time 
,hrough  the  county  of  Frederick  to  Hagerstown,  in  Washing- 
on  county,  and  will  open  to  great  advantage  a  beautiful  and 
3rtile  county,  parts  of  which  abound  in  mineral  wealth. 

Besides  this,  the  Cumberland  Valley  Eailroad  connects  Ha- 
jerstown  with  Harrisburg  and  the  northern  markets,  and  the 
Washington  County  Eailroad  is  now  under  construction  from 
.  point  near  Weaverton,  to  connect  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
lailroad  with  Hagerstown  ;  and  also  one  from  the  Point  of 
locks  direct  to  Washington,  passing  through  the  counties 
f  Frederick  and  Montgomery, — giving  to  the  latter  facili- 
les  long  and  greatly  needed. 

On  the  northern  border  of  this  section  is  the  Pennsylvania 
anal,  along  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  on  its  whole 
outhern  line,  side  by  side  with  the  Potomac  River,  from  the 
Qountain  to  tide-water,  is  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal, 
apable  under  proper  management,  of  conveying  not  only  all 
he  coal  and  other  mineral  products  of  the  mountains,  but  all 
f  the  agricultulal  products  of  the  region.  This  division  of 
he  State  then  is  lavishly  supplied  with  transportation  to  the 
i-reat  marts  on  tide-water,  by  means  of  Eailroad  and  canal 
acilities. 

Its  internal  communication  is  carried  on  with  great  couve- 
dence  by  numerous  well-graded  and  well-paved  Macadamized- 
urnpikes. 
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Water-Foiver. — This  requires  a  special  passing  notice,  as  it 
conduces  to  the  material  prosperity  of  an  agricultural  com- 
munity in  a  very  great  degree,  by  inviting  the  employment 
of  capital  and  the  presence  of  a  large  class  in  manufactures 
to  be  supported  by  the  agriculturist.  As  we  are  at  present 
situated  most  oi  what  we  use  for  almost  every  purpose  will  be 
of  home  manufacture,  and  the  natural  advantages  for  this, 
will,  therefore,  bear  a  value  far  greater  than  wlierv  foreign 
fabrics  were  consumed. 

The  large  cities  and  towns  in,  or  itomediately  on  the  bor- 
der of  this  division  have  for  this  purpose  the  easiest  access  to 
the  best  coal  in  the  United  States  for  manufacturing  purpos- 
es, whilst  the  country  portion  has  in  addition  to  this  an  un- 
limited supply  of  water-power.  Nothing  save  a  disturbance 
in  our  political  affairs,  can  prevent  this  whole  Division  from 
being  the  seat  of  great  and  varied  manufactures,  as  it  com- 
bines a  healthy  climate  with  the  essentials  of  cheap  and  easily 
acquired  power,  abundant  agricultural  resources,  and  a  con- 
tiguity to  the  chief  raw  material,  cotton,  an  advantage  supe- 
rior to  all  the  country  north  of  us. 

It  has  the  command  of  all  the  chief  raw  material  required 
in  manufactures,  and  a  monopoly  of  some,  and  the  natural 
means  within  its  borders  of  converting  them  into  mercantile 
fabrics  and  afterwards  the  readiest  and  cheapest  means  for 
their  conveyance  to  the  markets  of  the  world. 


Cecil. — Blue  Bidge  portion. 

A  description  of  the  tide-water  part  of  this  county  has  al- 
ready been  given,  it  remsins  now  ouly  to  notice  that  part  of 
it  lying  west  of  the  P.,  W.  &  B.  Railroad,  and  between  the 
Pennsylvania  line  and  the  Susquehanna  River. 

This  portion  of  the  county  is  distinguished  for  its  great 
and  widely-spread  water  power,  its  large  and  flourishing 
manufactories,  the  great  value  of  its  mineral  wealthy  partic- 
ularly of  chrome  ore,  from  which  is  made  the  most  beautiful 
and  permanent  paints,  and  from  which  all  the  civilized  world 
is  to  a  great  extent  supplied.  In  additien  to  vast  and  exten- 
sive manufactories  of  iron,  cotton,  wool,  paper,  and,  indeed, 
of  the  chief  substances  that  are  required  for  domestic  use  or 
exportation,  long  persistent  efforts  are  now  culminating  in 
success  to  make  Port  Deposit  on  the  Susquehanna  in  this 
county  the  source  of  supply  for  all  the  plank,  scantling, 
&c.,  that  is  used  on  the  great  Atlantic  border. 

This  is  to  be  effected  by  means  of  booms,  contrivances  to 
catch  all  the  floating  logs,  millions  of  which  come  down  the 
river  every  year,  and  then  to  convert  them  into  such  forms  of 
lumber  as  industrial  wants  may  require. 
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From  this  same  point  is  now  snpj)lied.  a  variety  of  granite 
<(Syenite)  one  of  the  most  ^^ermanent  of  all  building  materi- 
als, whether  for  exposure  in  the  air  or.  water.  Iron  ore  also 
abounds  in  some  parts  of  the  county,  with  a  good  quality  of 
Kaolin  (porcelain  clay)  from  which  earthen-ware  of  good 
quality  is  made,  and  from  the  coarser  varieties  a  good  quali- 
ty of  fire  brick. 

Soils  of  the  ujjper portion  of  Cecil  County. — These  consist 
of  red  and  white  isinglass  soils,  clay,  loam  and  shaley  soils, 
and  are  of  various  degrees  of  fertility  and  excellence  ;  the 
clay  soils  are  exceedingly  productive  in  wheat,  the  grasses 
and  corn.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  alluvial  soils  on  the 
banks  of  the  streams,  particularly  in  reference  to  corn.  The 
intrinsic  character  of  the  soils  in  all  parts  of  the  county  ex- 
cept in  a  narrow  belt  in  the  chrome  region,  is  good ;  they 
respond  well  to  proper  cultivation  and  manures,  produce  fine 
fruits  and  vegatables,  and  in  addition  to  the  general  mark- 
ets of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  have  a  good  home  mark- 
et at  the  numerous  manufactories  existing  in  every  part  of 
the  county. 

Much  of  the  land  is  well  adapted  to  grass,  and  large 
quantities  of  stock-cattle  are  annually  fattened,  principally 
for  the  Philadelphia  market ;  the  location  and  soil  being 
particularly  favorable  to  this  branch  of  husbandry.  The  face 
•  of  the  country  is  undulating,  in  some  sections  hilly  with  fine 
building  sites.  It  is  very  healthy  and  offers  desirable  resi- 
dences to  men  of  capital  and  taste.  All  the  luxuries  of  the 
Chesapeake  Bay,  quiet  and  retirement,  with  full  and  free  in- 
tercourse with  a  chain  of  great  metropolitan  cities  can  be 
commanded  from  this  county. 

The  county  town  is  Elkton^  at  the  head  of  navigation  on 
Elk  Eiver^  and  immediately  on  the  P.  W.  &  B.  Kailroad. 

This  portion  of  the  county  is  well  provided  with  transpor- 
tion,  having  the  Philadelphia,  vVilmington  &  Baltimore 
Kailroad  on  its  whole  southern  border,  and  the  Susquehanah 
river  and  Port  Deposit  Railroad  on  its  western  border.  The 
Philadelphia  &  Baltimore  Central  Eailroad  is  also  in  process 
of  construction  in  the  north-western  portion  of  the  county, 
and  will  furnish  excellent  transportation  to  a  section  no.w  en- 
joying this  benefit  to  a  sufficient  extent. 

Its  central  portion  is  only  distant  a  few  hours  (two  or  three) 
from  the  great  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  and  has 
the  choice  of  Eailroad  or  tide-water  steam  navigation. 

The  population  of  this  county  are  industrious,  thriving 
and  very  intelligent  in  their  callings ;  many  immigrants 
have  lately  come  in  here  from  the  North,  and  in  addition  to 
the  material  advantages  which  have  accrued  to  them,  have 
also  enjoyed  the  hearty  kind  welcome  characteristic  of  our 
-State. 


THs  portion  of  the  county  it  is  almost  needless  to  say,  is 
well  wooded  and  is  watered  witli  springs  of  the  purest,  soft- 
est water.  The  price  of  its  lands  vary  from  ten  to  two  hund- 
red dollars  per  acre,  and  are  cheap  if  judicious  selections  be 
made  at  much  higher  rates. 


Harford  County. 

This  county  lies  immediately  west  of  Cecil,  from  which  it 
is  separated  by  the  Susquehanna  river  and  the  head  of  the 
Chesapeak  Bay  ;  its  western  boundary  is  Baltimore  county 
from  which  it  is  separated  by  the  Gunpowder  river.  Its  ^ 
northern  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  its  Southern  the 
Chesapeake  Bay.  It  contains  about  three  hundred  thousand 
acres.  The  portion  of  it  lying  on  the  Bay  is  somewhat  level 
and  flat,  with  good  drainage  however.  Its  upper  portion  is 
hilly  but  not  broken.  The  soils  of  the  lower  part  are  allu- 
vial soils  ?uch  as  the  white-oak  soil  and  those  formed  by  the 
washings  of  the  Susquehanna  formed  from  the  various  rocks 
through  which  this  river  runs. 

In  the  upper  portion,  the  soils  are  composed  of  the  different 
varities  formed  from  granite,  viz  :  red  and  white  isinglass  soils,... 
mica  slate,  talc,  &c.  Some  of  these  in  their  original  state 
possess  great  fertility  and  all  are  capable  of  being  cheaply 
improved  to  the  very  highest  degree  of  fertility.  This  has 
been  shown  by  practical  results  even  amongst  the  most  un- 
promising soils,  within  the  last  few  years.  The  examples 
have  been  so  numerous  that  the  fact  no  longer  admits  of  rea- 
sonable doubt.  Its  lands  produce  abundantly  the  finest  va- 
rieties of  wheat,  Indian  corn,  grass  for  stock  raising,  with  most 
excellent  fruit  and  numerous  varieties  of  the  best  table  veget- 
ables, all  in  easy  reach  of  the  daily  Baltimore  markets.  It 
has  large  deposits  of  most  valuable  agricultural  limestone  by 
which  great  and  permanent  improvements  has  been  made  in 
its  soils. 

This  county  has  rapidly  improved  its  agriculture  within 
the  last  few  years,  and  notwithstanding  the  late  depressing 
influences,  has  maintained  a  vigorous   agricultural  prosperi- 

It  is  well  wooded  and  water  and  its  health,  like  the  rest 
of  the  Alleghany  Eange  has  not  been  questioned.  Its  facili- 
ties for  TRANSPORTATION  are  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  & 
Baltimore  Kailroad,  which  passes  entirely  through  the  east- 
ern poriion  of  the  county,  and  the  Philadelphia  tide-water 
canal  which  terminates  at  Havre  deGrace  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Susquehanna.  It  is  also  well  supplied  with  good  turn- 
pike lands. 


89 

The  Philadelplila  &  Baltimore  Central  Railroad  is  now 
"under  construction  and  will  greatly  add  to  the  facilities  for 
transportation  which  this  county  already  enjoys.  It  will 
pass  nearly  through  its  central  portion  and  connect  with  the 
Philadelphia,  Wilmington  &  Baltimore  Railroad  at  Stem- 
mer's  Run,  near  Baltimore  city.  It  has  the  Chesapeake  Bay 
with  numerous  arms  projecting  inland,  as  its  eastern  tide- 
water boundary. 

Notwithstanding  the  rapid  and  substantial  progress  which 
this  county  has  made  in  its  agriculture,  demonstrating  the 
goodness  of  its  soil,  with  all  the  advantages  enumerated 
above,  yet  its  lands  do  not,  in  the  main,  sell  for  more  than 
fifty  per  cent  as  much  as  those  of  the  same  quality  in  the 
northern  and  western  States.  This  of  course  can  only  arise 
from  the  want  of  a  proper  understanding  of  their  value  , 
when  a  knowledge  of  this  shall  be  diffused,  the  lands  of 
this  county  will  be  sought  for,  and  great  enhancement  in 
price  must  necessarily  result  ;  with  quiet  and  just  govern- 
ment the   future    of  this  county  is  full  of  promise. 

It  has  fine  water  power,  widely  diffused,  and  some  of  themost 
valuable  minerals  and  ores,  amongst  which  its  iron  ore  of  sev- 
eral excellent  varieties,  chrome,  asbestos  and  porcelain  clay, 
stand  preeminent.  Its  building  brick  clay  is  also  of  fine 
quality  and  may  be  found  almost  in  every  part  of  the  county. 
To  this  may  be  added  for  building  purposes  some  good  va- 
rieties of  marble,  limestone,  granite,  &c. 

Its  waters  abound  in  the  finest  varities  of  wild  ducks, 
geese  and  swan,  with  most  extensive  shad  and  herring  fish- 
eries, long  famous  for  the  fine  quality  of  their  products,  to- 
gether with  the  almost  innumerable  varieties  of  fish  common 
to  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 

Its  population  are  intelligent,  well  educated,  energetic  and 
industrous,  and  possess  all  the  social  characteristics  which 
have  been  prominent  in  the  character  of  our  State. 

Baltimore  County. 

This  is  one  of  the  largest  and  the  most  important  of  all  the 
civil  divisions  of  the  State,  whether  we  regard  its  w^ealth,  its 
population,  the  amount  of  its  water  power,  the  number,  va- 
riety and  extent  of  its  manufacturing  establishments  or  the 
great  value  and  variety  of  the  raw  mineral  material  found 
within  its  borders.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  the  south  by  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  the  Patapsco 
Tiver  which  separates  it  from  Anne  Arundel  county,  on  the 
east  by  Gunpowder  river  and  Harford  county,  and  on  the 
west  by  Carroll  county  and  the  Patapsco  river,  which  sepa- 
rates it  from  Howard  county.  It  contains  about  four  hund- 
•red  and  four  thousand  (404,000)  acres  of  land. 
11 
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It  embraces  all  tlie  varieties  of  soil  common  to  the  Blue 
Eidge  division;  such,  as  the  "limestone  clay  soils/'  mica 
slate  and  other  varieties  of  granite  soils,  a  very  fine  variety 
of  hornblende  soil  in  the  neighborhood  of  Baltimore  city, 
famous  for  fruits,  flowers  and  vegetables,  and  on  the  bay  ex- 
cellent varieties  of  white-oak  soil.  It  has  vast  deposits  of 
several  varieties  of  the  best  limestone,  convenient  of  access  to 
all  parts  of  the  county,  and  also  to  the  whole  lountry  ,  many 
varieties  of  the  best  building  stone,  large  dej)osits  of  most 
valuable  marble,  of  which  many  buildings  and  the  famous 
monuments  of  Baltimore  are  built;  and  the  large  monolithic 
columns  (columns  of  a  single  piece  of  stone)  are  also  furnish- 
ed to  the  capitol  at  Washington  from  the  quarries  of  this 
county.  Besides  these  it  has  vast  deposits  of  iron  ore  of  the 
best  varieties,  with  good  mines  of  copper  and  chrome. 

This  county  is,  therefore,  represented  by  almost  every  va- 
riety of  intrinsic  wealth  in  great  abundance  ;  raw  materials, 
facilities  for  manufacturing  hem  into  the  most  valuable 
forms,  direct  access  to  the  markets  of  Baltimore  and  the 
world,  and  a  highly  intelligent,  energetic  and  industrous 
posulation,  with  a  pure  atmosphere,  a  mild  and  genial  cli- 
mate. Its  soils,  some  originally  most  excellent,  all  capable 
of  being  cheaply  made  so,  produce  fine  crops  of  wheat,  In- 
dian corn,  rye,  oats,  grasses,  fruits  and  vegetables.  It  is  fa- 
mous for  the  excellence  and  great  perfection  of  its  live  stock 
of  every  variety.  The  productions  of  its  daries  are  also  very 
large  and  famous  lor  their  excellence.  Its  facilities  for  trans- 
jwri'a^'zwi  are  very  great,  and  are  being  constantly  increased 
by  the  enterprise  and  public-spirit  of  its  population.  These 
are  the  Patapsco  Eiver  and  several  other  arms  of  the  Bay, 
the  Bay  itself;  and  the  P.  AV.  &  B.  Eailroad,  on  its  eastern 
border,  the  Northern  Central,  and  the  Western  Maryland 
through  its  middle  portions,  and  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
Eailroad  on  its  southern  Border  ;  besides  these  it  has  nume- 
rous fine  turnpikes  traversing  the  county  and  giving  with  its 
Eailroad  system  hourly  intercourse  with  Baltimore  city. 

With  all  these  advantages,  the  lands  are  comparatively 
cheap,  and  capital  may  be  invested  in  them  with  certainty  of 
remuneration.  The  price  of  its  lands  vary,  of  course,  with 
improvements  and  locality,  but  good  farming  lands  can  be 
purchased  at  from  twenty  to  one  hundred  dollars  per  acre, 
with  all  the  collateral  advantages  which  I  have  indicated. 

It  is  well  wooded,  well  watered  and  presents  many  loca- 
tions ot  unsurpassed  health  and  beauty. 

Baltimore  City,  with  its  rapidly  increasing  j)opulation  of 
now  more  than  three  hundred  thousand  ; — with  its  European 
lines  of  steamships  and  other  lines,  keeping  up  constant  com- 
munication with  all  the  chief  ports  of  our  Union,  the  Islands 
of  the  sea  and  the   country  adjacent ; — its  lines  of  Eailroads 
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■opening  speedy  and  direct  communication  with  every  portion 
of  the  Union,  conveying  to  them  all  the  fabric  and  material 
of  domestic  manufacture  and  foreign  commerce,  and  receiv- 
ing in  return  the  agricultural  and  mineral  vv^ealtli  of 
the  whole  country ; — its  paramount  superiority  in  the 
tohacco,  flour,  coffee  and  many  other  trades  ; — its  lines 
•of  internal  communication  already  extending  to  many 
and  being  rapidly  pushed  to  all  sections  and  sub-sections  of 
our  country, — with  a  population  famous,  everywhere  for  me- 
chanical skill,  professional  ability  and  the  practice  of  the 
■christian  virtues  of  which  the  greatest  of  these  is  charity, 
which  have  given  monuments  to  its  defenders  and  graves  to  its 
invaders';  whose  patriotism  has  stood  the  most  trying  or- 
deals ;  the  inspiration  of  whose  valor  in  defence  of  their 
liomes  has  given  to  the  world  the  national  anthem  "the  Star 
•spanglq  Banner,"  and  who  are  yet  willing  to  do  and 
dare  all  that  men  may  do,  that  it  may  long  wave  "over 
the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave,"  stands  at 
the  head  of  Patapsco  river  in  this  county.  It  can  be  reached 
from  any  part  of  this  county  by  a  few  hours  drive  over  a  fine 
Toad,  and  in  much  shorter  time,  almost  hourly,  by  safe  and 
well  conducted  Railroads.  Such  is  the  locality  where  all 
may  find  work,  all  realise  profit  from  landed  investment  and 
all  gain  a  home  with  all  the  blessings  that  attach  to  that 
word  in  the  minds  of  the  American  citizen. 

Howard  County. 

This  county,  formerly  a  part  of  Anne  Arundel  county,  is 
bounded  on  che  north-west  by  the  Patapsco  river,  which  sep- 
arates it  from  Baltimore  aud  Carroll  counties,  on  the  south 
by  the  Patuxent,  which  separates  it  from  Montgomery  coun- 
ty, on  the  east  by  the  Baltimore  and  Washington  Railroad, 
which  separates  it  from  Anne  Arundel  county,  and  on  the 
west  by  Frederick  county  ;  lying  immediately  on  the  Granite- 
ridge  above  tide-water  and  extending  to  the  summit  of  Parr's 
Ridge,  it  embraces  all  the  best  varieties  of  volcanic  soils, 
viz  :  red  and  Avhite  isinglass,  hornblendge  soils  particularly  in 
the  district  of  country  known  as  Elk  Ridge,  limestone  clay 
soils,  mica  slate  and  talc  soils. 

Many  of  these  are  already  highly  improved,  all  are  capa- 
ble of  being  made  so.  It  produces  fine  crops  of  wheat,  rye, 
oats,  Indian  corn,  tobacco,  timothy,  clover  and  other  grasses. 
Fine  fruits  of  the  varieties  suited  to  the  latitude,  and  most 
excellent  vegetables  flourish  here.  From  its  large  produc- 
tion of  fine  grass  crops,  the  raising  of  the  finest  breeds  of  horses, 
cattle,  sheep  and  other  live  stock,  has  attained  great  perfec- 
tion amongst  its  agriculturalists,  and  from  its  herds  have  been 
-selected  numerous  spocimens   for  exportation  to  other  Statea 
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of  the  Union.  The  best  judges  liave  pronounced  it  particu- 
larly valuable  for  wool-growing,  and  already  some  of  the 
best  of  the  northern  wool-growers  have  selected  it  as  a  loca- 
tion for  the  pursuit  of  their  calling. 

The  Patapsco  and  Patuxent"  river,  with  their  tributaries 
on  opposite  sides  of  the  county,  furnish  magnificent  water- 
power,  which  has  been  already  improved  by  the  erection  of 
many  first  class  cotton  and  woolen  factories,  flour,  paper  and 
other  mills  devoted  to  almost  every  branch'  of  manufacture. 
These  lying  immediately  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad, 
enjoy  every  convenience  for  the  obtaining  of  the  raw  material 
and  the  exportation,  to  market,  of  their  manufactured  pro- 
ducts. 

The  county  has  large  deposits  widely  diffused,  of  most  val- 
uable limestone  of  the  best  varieties  for  agricultural  and 
building  purposes,  of  most  convenient  access,  besides  several 
varieties  of  the  finest  granite  for  building  purposes,  with 
most  excellent  house-brick  clay.  It  enjoys  the  advantages 
of  numerous  schools  and  coll|?ges. 

From  its  contiguity  to  Baltimore,  its  county  town  Ellicott's 
Mills,  being  only  distant  nine  miles,  it  enjoys  excellent  fa- 
cilities for  supplying  the  dailymarkets  with  farm  products, 
which  advantage  is  greatly  enhanced  by  the  demand  for  them 
in  the  numerous  manufactories  \vith  which  the  county  is 
studed. 

The  lands  though,  as  a  general  thing  well  improved,  yet 
sell  at  prices  far  below  their  intrinsic  value,  varying  in  price 
from  ten  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  acre  ;  in  the 
latter  case  with  most  excellent  improvements.  This  county 
has  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Bail  road  extending  through  its 
whole  north-western  border,  and  the  Washington  &  Balti- 
more Railroad  on  its  eastern  limits.  Besides  being  thus  sur- 
rounded on  twv'  sides  by  admirable  Railroads,  it  has  passing 
thiough  it  no  less  than  three  turnpikes,  important  adjuncts 
toils  transportation. 

It  is  well  wooded  and  has  abundant  of  the  pia'est  and  best 
water.  It  enjoys  the  conceded  health  of  the  healthiest  por- 
tions of  the  Alleghany  Range,  and  has  always  been  dis- 
tinguished for  the  high  social  characteristics  of  its  inhabi- 
tants. 

Any  law-abidjng  immigrant,  from  anywhere,  will  havo  the 
Irand  of  fellowship  extended,  and  may  feel  secure  in  the  full 
fruition  of  his  labor  and  skill  in  this  county. 

Montgomery  County. 

This  county  is  adjacent  to  the  last  named  county  on  the 
south,  from  which  it  is  separated  by  the  Patuxent  river  ;  its 
southern  boundary  is  the  Potomac,  which   separates   it  from 
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tlie  State  of  Virginia,  eastwardly  it  is  bounded  by  Prince 
George's  county,  and  westwardly  by  Frederick  county.  It 
contains  about  two  hundred  and  eighty  two  thousand  acres 
of  land,  which  comprise  all  of  the  varieties  heretofore  men- 
tioned as  formed  from  the  disintegration  of  the  volcanic  rocks, 
such  as  red  and  wlite  isinglass  soils,  hornblende  soils,  some- 
times called  rotten  rock,  mica  slate,  with  the  addition  of  a 
distinct  variety  known  as  the  red  lands,  a  valuable  variety  of 
soil  formed  from  the  disintegration  of  red  sand-stone. 

The  soils  of  this  county  have  in  them  all  of  the  elements  of 
fertility  ,  some  in  the  largest  proportions,  and  can  be  imj)roved 
to  a  degree  equal  to  the  best  Pennsylvania  andWew  York  lands. 
The  progress  of  its  agriculture  within  comparatively  a  brief 
space,  has  shown  this  by  noted  examples  of  great  improve- 
ment in  apparently  completely  worn-out  and  impoverished 
soils.  These  with  skill  and  care  have  been  made  as  produc- 
tive as  many  of  the  best  lands  in  the  State,  and  at  a  cost  less 
than  is  required  to  put  in  cultivation  the  wild  lands  of  the 
west  and  northwest,  to  which  immigration,  especially  from 
foreign  countries,  has  been  directed. 

The  productions  of  the  county  are  very  similar  to  those 
in  the  county  last  mentioned,  with  a  larger  portion  devoted 
more  especially  to  market-gardening,  to  supply  the  great  de- 
mands of  Washington,  Georgetown  and  the  district  popula- 
tion. In  the  western  portion  are  the  red  lands,  on  which 
large  crops  of  the  finest  tobacco  are  produced,  besides  wheat, 
corn,  &c. 

It  is  well  watered  by  the  Patuxent,  Seneca  and  Potomac 
rivers  and  their  tributaries,  which  afford  an  almost  infinite 
■  extent  of  water-power  ,  the  great  Falls  on  the  Potomac  in  the 
southerii  part  of  the  county  having  alone  a  sufficiency  for  al- 
most the  wants  of  the  whole  county.  Much  of  the  water  pow- 
er in  the  sounty  has  been  improved  to  a  considerable  extent, 
by  numerous  manufactories,  and  much  more  re^^ains  for  fu- 
ture profitable  development. 

Its  lands  are  cheap  at  from  ten  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
■dollars  per  acre,  the  latter  being  on  the  suburbs  of  Washing- 
ton and  Georgetown.  Good  farming  land  can  be  purchased 
here  at  from  twenty  to  forty  dollars  per  acre,  with  convenient 
facilities  for  transportaion  to  a  choice  of  good  markets,  and 
only  a  few  miles  distant  from  them.  The  climate  is  well 
adapted  to  cheap  stock  raising,  and  all  the  varieties  of  the 
best  blooded  stock  are  raised  here  to  great  excellence.  The 
products  of  the  dairy_,  too,  afford  high  profits  to  those  who 
pay  attention  to  them. 

It  has  .fine  building  stone,  comprising  several  of  the  best 
■varieties  of  granite,  and  a  very  substantial  and  elegant  va- 
riety of  sand-stone,  known  as  the  "Seneca  -  Sand-stone," 
.from   which  the  Smithsonian    Institute  at   Washington  and 
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many  other  public  and  private  buildings  there,  have  been 
constructed.  It  has  also  great  quantities  of  fine  brick  build- 
ing claj.  The  face  of  the  country  is  rolling,  in  some  parts 
hilly  ;  it  has  abundance  of  the  finest  water,  and  is  well 
wooded. 

The  Chesa]3eake  and  Ohio  Canal  passes  through  a  ]Dart  of 
the  western,  and  the  whole  southern  border  of  this  county, 
nearly  enclosing  one  half  of  it.  There  is  now  a  through 
Eailroad  under  construction  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Kail- 
road  from  the  Point  of  Rocks  to  Washington  City,  which  will 
pass  through  the  central  part  of  the  county,  and  will  jDrove 
of  incalculable  local  advantage  to  it.  Its  early  completion  is 
a  fixed  fact. 

Besides  these  there  are  several  turnpikes  passin;;:  through 
the  county,  which  aiford  ready  communication  with  Wash- 
ington and  Georgetown. 

Its  county  town  isRockviile,  a  very  pleasant  and  agreeable 
village,  about  fifteen  miles  distant    from  Washington  City. 

Carroll  County. 

This  county  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Pennsylvania 
State  line,  on  the  south  by  the  Patapsco  River  which  separates 
it  from  Howard  cf'Unty,  on  the  east  by  Baltimore  county  and 
on  the  west  by  Frederick  county. 

The  soils  of  this  county  comprise  all  the  varieties  of  the 
Blue  Ridge  Division,  viz.  :  Vv^hite  and  red  isinglass,  clay,  lime- 
stone, mica,  slate,  and  the  red  land  soils  ;  they  likewise  em- 
brace almost  every  grade  as  to  their  fertility,  from  those  which 
are  poor  and  unproductive,  to  those  of  the  most  exuberant 
richness.  All  of  its  soils  have,  however,  either  a  good  text- 
ure, or  are  capable  of  receiving  it  from  the  proper  use  of  the 
natural  sources  of  improvement  in  the  county,  viz.  :  lime, 
aided  by  judicious  cultivation.  This  county  has  a  high  rank 
in  agricultural  improvement,  some  of  the  best  managed  farms, 
in  the  State  are  found  in  it,  and  some  of  the  finest  herds  of 
cattle  are  owned  by  its  citizens.  It  produces  abundantly  all 
of  the  staple  crops,  such  as  wheat,  rye,  oats,  Indian  corn,  the 
various  grasses,  fruits  and  vegetables,  with  large  products  of 
the  dairy.  Its  proximity  to  Baltimore  aided  by  turnpike  and 
Railroad,  give  it  great  facilities  of  trade  to  the  daily  markets 
of  that  city. 

The  face  of  the  country  is  undulating,  raising  into  hills 
with  no  abrupt  ascent,  with  periect  surface-drainage.  The 
landscape  scenery  is  very  j)icturesque  and  beautiful,  particu- 
larly in  those  portions  of  the  county  where  the  distant  view 
of  the  Blue  Ridge  mountain  lends  great  charms  to  the  scene- 
ry. This  part  has  been  improved  with  many  fine  dwellings, 
and  has  a  combination  of  advantages  possessed  by  but  few- 
j^laces  out  of  our  State. 
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The  water-power  is  very  large,  and  has  been  in  many  in- 
stances improved  by  large  flour-mills  and  various  other  man- 
ufacturing establisments  for  the  production  of  numerous  do- 
mestic articles  ;  more  of  it  remains  still  undeveloped  and  fit 
for  future  profitable  improvement. 

It  is  well  wooded,  affords  large  supplies  of  granite,  marble, 
and  limestone  for  building  purposes,  good  brick  clay,  besides 
_good  mines  of  copper  and  large  quantities  of  the  best  of  iron 
^re  of  various  kinds.  There  are  large  quarries  of  the  best 
variety  of  soapstone  in  this  county  in  close  proximity  to  tiie 
B.  &  0.  Railroad — near  Marriottsville. 

Nickel  and  cobalt  has  also  been  found  in  this  county  to 
some  extent,  and  may  yet  repay  all  trouble  and  expense  in- 
volved in  future  search  for  it. 

.  I  have  lately  examined  for  a  private  gentleman  some  of  the 
finest  and  best  Hematitic  iron  ore  found  in  the  United  States, 
and  also  some  excellent  specimens  of  per  oxide  of  manga- 
nese. 

It  has  also  a,bundanee  of  limestones  for  agricultural  im- 
provement very  accessible  to  all  parts  of  the  county,  which 
already  has  been  much  used  and  has  greatly  aided  the  soil  im- 
provement of  the  county.  The  county  has  all  the  conceded 
healthiness  and  excellence  of  the  Alleghany  range,  is  rapid- 
ly increasing  in  population,  wealth  and  enterprise,  and  is 
careful  yet  energetic  in  adopting  all  the  means  for  social  and 
matorial  improvement. 

Its  advantages  of  transportation  are  first,  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  Railroad  on  its  southern  border  and  the  Western  Mary- 
land Railroad,  which  from  the  Northern  Central  Railroad, 
passes  nearly  through  the  centl-al  parts  of  the  county,  in  its 
whole  extent.  It  has  also  several  good  turnpikes,  which 
afford  its  citizens  convenient  access  to  the  Baltimore  mark- 
ets. 

The  price  of  the  lands  in  Carroll  county  vary  greatly,  be- 
ing influenced  by  their  degree  of  improvement,  locality,  and 
other  collateral  circumstances.  The  prices  varies  from  ten  or 
fifteen  dollars  for  the  worse  to  one  bundled  and  fifty  dollars 
for  the  best  farming  lands,  and  are  good  bargains  at  the  rates 
which  they  bring  in  the  market.  Their  proximity  to  market, 
convenie.nee  of  transportation,  climate  and  social  advantages 
make  them  very  desirable  either  for  residences  or  safe  invest- 
ment. 

Frederick  County. 

This  is  one  of  the  largest,  most  fertile  and  productive 
counties  of  the  State,  abounding  in  mineral  wealth,  transpor- 
tation facilities,  a  healthy  invigorating  atmosphere  and  beau- 
tiful scenery.  It  extends  through  the  whole  breadth  of  the 
State,  having  the   Pennsylvania  line  for  its  northern  border. 
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the  Potomac  river  by  wliicli  it  is  separated  from  Virginia, 
with  a  part  of  Montgomery  county  for  its  southern  boundary, 
Carroll  county  for  its  eastern  and  the  summit  of  the  Blue 
Kidge  Mountain  and  the  eastern  line  of  Washington  county 
for  its  western  'boundary. 

It  embraces  many  varieties  of  excellent  soils,  most  of  which 
has  been  improved  to  a  high  degree  by  the  natural  manure 
resources  of  the  country  and  is  well  cultivated.  The  soils 
comprise  the  best  varieties  of  the  clay  limestone  soils,  mica 
slate  soils,  the  roofing  slate  soils,  the  red  lands  and  several 
other  varieties  ;  each  of  these  have  peculiar  excellence  and 
adaptation  to  particular  crops,  but  all  of  them  produce  large 
yields  of  wheat,  rye,  oats,  Indian  corn  and  the  cultivated 
grasses,  and  as  a  consequence  fine  qualities  of  the  best  cattle, 
sheep,  horses  and  other  domestic  animals.  Many  farmers 
pay  particular  attention  to  the  raising  of  live  stock,  and  have 
been  rewarded  with  great  success.  The  herds  of  cattle  par- 
ticularly, and  sheep  being  equal  to  any  in  the  adjoining- 
States,  and  raised  with  much  less  expense  than  in  those  north 
us. 

The  face  of  the  country  is  undulating,  with  gently  swelling 
hills,  rising  in  the  western  portion  to  a  beautiful  spur  of  the 
Blue  Ridge,  knoAvn  as  the  Catoctin  Mountain,  not  rugged, 
barren  and  forbidding  in  its  aspect,  but  covered  to  the  sum- 
mit with  well  cultivated  farms  or  dense  forests  of  valuable 
timber.  The  South  Mountain  or  Blue  Ridge,  with  the  same 
general  features  expressed  in  a  2:reater  degree,  forms  the  west- 
ern border  of  the  county,  and  is  specially  noted  for  the  beau- 
ty of  its  scenery  and  the  purity  of  its  atmosphere.  Between 
the  Catoctin  and  the  Blue  Ridge  or  South  Mountain,  lies 
the  beautiful  Middletown  Valley,  one.  of  the  most  lovely  and 
at  the  same  time  best  cultivated  and  most  productive  of  any 
found  in  the  whole  country.  Its  farm  buildings  and  dwell- 
ing houses  are  of  the  first  order  for  comfort  and  convenience, 
its  water  of  the  purest  fountains  from  the  mountains,  its  roads 
good,  and  it  has  for  transportation  to  market  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad,  and  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal, 
running  through  its  southern  border,  giving  it  the  advan- 
tages of  quick  and  cheap  communication  with  the  markets  of 
the  country  through  Baltimore  Georgetown  and  Washing- 
ton. This  combination  of  advantages  should  satisfy  the  most 
exacting  ;  certainly  it  cannot  be  equalled  anywhere  out  of  our 
State  in  the  whoie  Lnion.  Harbough's  Valley,  as  the  north- 
ern extremity  of  this  Valley  is  called,  is  a  portion  of  the 
county  enclosed  between  the  same  mountains  as  the  Middle- 
town  Valley,  is  also  famous  for  its  beauty  of  scenery,  its  health, 
and  productive  soil ;  it  lies  more  retired  from  the  public  high- 
ways than  the  Middletown  Valley,  but  from  the  works  of  im- 
provement now  in  progress,  will  leave  hereafter  greatly  in- 
creased transportation  facilities. 
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That  portion  of  the  county  lying  on  the  Catoctin  Mountain 
on  the  west,  and  Parr's  Kidge  on  the  east,  is  by  far  its  larg- 
est portion,  and  here  we  find  the  largest  portion  of  well  cul- 
tivated fertile  soil.  Great  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  land  and  the  development  of  all  the  means 
of  agricultural  improvement  with  very  successful  results. — 
The  farms  are  well  cultivated,  and  the  farm  buildings,  fenc- 
ing, &c.,  show  the  results  of  careful,  intelligent  management. 
The  mineral  resources,  particularly  those  for  agricultural  im- 
provement, are  very  fine  and  widely  diffused.  Limestone  of 
all  the  varieties  adapted  to  the  improvement  of  the  different 
classes  of  soils,  anywhere  met  with,  exist  here,  and  have  not 
only  been  used  very  extensively  in  the  county  with  great  ben- 
efit, but  large  quantities  have  been  sold  to  other  portions  of  • 
the  State.  We  have  in  this  county  not  only  pure  and  mag- 
nesian  limestone,  but  also  other  varieties  containing  notable 
quantities  of  talc  and  mica  slate,  by  which  the  fertilizng 
value  of  the  lime  is  greatly  increased.  Some  of  the  lime- 
stone is  remarkable  for  being  almost  chemically  pure,  exceed- 
ing in  its  purity  any  other  limestone  which  ever  have  been 
examined,  which  include  most  of  those  existing  in  our  coun- 
try. Besides  the  limestone  several  varieties  of  beautiful 
marble  is  found  in  the  county,  one  variety  of  which  the 
-"Breccia  or  Calico  Marble"  has  furnished  the  material  from 
which  the  columns  in  the  old  Hall  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives at  Washington  were  made.  It,  for  durability  and 
beauty,  holds  a  very  high  rank.  There  are  also  many  quar- 
ries of  fine  roofing  slate,  with  mines  of  iron  ore,  manganese 
(Peroxide)  and  copper,  with  abundance  of  very  fine  quality 
-of  brick-clay  for  building. 

The  county  is  well  wooded  and  is  well  watered  by  Catoctin 
•creek  in  the  west,  and  the  Monocacy  river  in  the  middle  por- 
tion, which  runs  through  the  whole  county,  from  the  Penn- 
.sylvania  line  to  the  Potomac  ;  these  with  their  tributaries  and 
the  Potomac  river  affords  a  very  larga  quantity  of  water- 
power  which  has  been  improved  by  large  and  flourishing 
flower  mills  and  manufactories  of  different  kinds. 

The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  passes  entirely  through 
this  county  from  east  to  west  (within  a  short  distance  of  the 
■county  town,  Frederiok  City,  which  is  connected  with  it  by 
a  short  branch  road,)  and  gives  speedy  and  direct  communi- 
cation with  Baltimore  and  Washington.  The  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal  passes  through  its  whole  southern  border  to 
tide-water  at  Georgetown.  The  Western  Maryland  Railroad 
.now  in  course  of  construction,  will  pass  through  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  county  near  to  Emmitsburg. 

Besides  these  facilities  already    existing,   a   Railroad — a 
branch  of  the  Baltimore   and  Ohio  Railroad — is  being  con- 
structed from  near  the  Point  of  Rocks,  through  the  southern 
12* 
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part  of  tins  county  to  Washington  City,  and  another — the 
Western  Maryland  Kailroad — is  rapidly  being  constructed 
through  the  northern  portion  of  the  county  near  Emmitts- 
burg,  and  the  charter  for  another  has  just  been  procured 
which  will  traverse  the  county  from  south  to  north  nearly y. 
connecting  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad  at  or  near- 
Frederick  City,  with  Littlestown,  in  Pennsylvania.  The- 
character  and  ability  of  those  who  have  acquired  the  charter 
are  sure  guarantees  for  the  early  completion  of  the  work. — 
The  county  will  thus  soon  be  furnished  with  the  most 
thorough  and  complete  Kailroad  and  Canal  transportation. — 
It  has,  in  connection  with  these,  well  made  turnpikes,  tra- 
versing its  various  sections,  which  gives  all  that  can  reasona- 
bly be  required  in  this  respect. 

The  price  of  land  varies  from  twenty  to  two  hundred  dol- 
lars per  acre,  according  to  the  various  circumstances  of  im- 
provement, locality  and  productiveness,  and  none  of  similar 
quality  in  the  northern  or  western  States  can  be  procured  ex- 
cept at  much  higher  rates,  when  all  of  the  advantages  of  the-^  m 
Frederick  county  lands  are  considered.  .  ^ 

There  are  in  this  county  several  of  the  first  class  Colleges 
and  schools  for  the  education  of  both  sexes,  which  have  long 
maintained  a  deservedly  high  reputation  in  the  country.  The 
public  morals  are  sound  and  good,  the  population  as  a  gener- 
al thing,  well  educated,  honest,  temperate  and  industrous, 
with  a  full  share  of  Maryland  hospitality  and  kindness  to 
strano;ers' 

All  who  may  wish  to  settle  here  will  find  a  hearty  welcome 
in  addition  to  the  material  advantages  which  this  county  so 
eminently  possesses. 

Its  county  town  is  Frederick  City,  with  a  population  of 
about  10,000  inhabitants.  It  has  numerous  schools,  churches 
and  is^  pleasantly  situated  in  the  Monocacy  Valley,  ne?.r 
where  it  is  crossed  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Kailroad. 

Washington  County. 

This  county  is  the  most  western  county  of  the  Rlue  Ridge 
Division  of  the  State,  and  well  worthy  of  its  illustrous  name. - 
It  lies  at  tlie  foot  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  has  a  pure, 
healthy,  invigorating  atmosphere,  a  numerous,  well  educa- 
ted, skilful  and  industrous  population,  numerous  schools  of  a 
high  order,  abundant  and  rapidly  increasing  avenues  to  the 
trade  of  the  Union,  with  a  rich  productive  and  well  cultiva- 
ted soil. 

It,  like  the  county  just  named,  occupies  the  whole  breadth 
of  the  State,  from  the  Pennsylvania  line  on  the  north,  to  the 
Potomac  river  on  the  south,  by  which  it  is  separated  from: 
Virginia  ;  it  is  bounded  by  Frederick  county  on  the  east  and..    - 
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Alleghany  county  on  the  west.  A  spur  of  the  Blue  Eidge,  nam- 
ed Elk  Mountain,  is  comprised  in  this  county,  between  which 
and  the  Blue  Ridge  on  the  east,  is  included  a  very  charmin  g 
and  beautiful  valley,  whose  qualities  a,re  but  faintly  expressed 
in  the  name  of  "Pleasant  Valley."  These  mountains  do  not 
need  "distance"  to  "lend  enchantment  to  the  view,"  but  afford, 
whether  far  or  near,  the  most  beautiful  and  picturesque  scene- 
ry, and  at  the  same  time  yield  very  large  returns  for  the  skil- 
ful cultivation  bestowed  on  them  to  their  very  summits.  The 
surface  of  the  country  is  rolling  with  large  but  not  abrupt 
hills. 

The  soils  of  this  county  are  very  fertile,  being  for  the  most 
part  of  the  very  best  class  of  clay  limestone  soils,  with  oc- 
casional varieties  of  shaley  soils,  all  susceptible  of  high  and 
easy  improvement.  The  agriculture  of  this  county  is  in  a  high- 
ly imjDroved  condition  and  as  a  result,  large  crops  of  wheat, 
rye,  oats^  Indian  corn  and  ail  the  crops  and  vegetables  and 
fruits  suited  to  the  latitude,  are  produced  of  fine  quality  and 
in  great  abundance. 

The  live  stock  has  been  improved  w^ith  the  best  and  most 
approved  foreign  breeds,  and  the  care,  skill  and  attention  be- 
stowed on  this  branch  of  husbandry  has  met  with  most  grat- 
ifying rewards.  The  abundance  of  clover  and  the  other  cul- 
tivated grass  crops,  afford  means  for  a  large  supply  of  dairy 
productions,  which  alone  are  sources  of  handsome  profit. 

It  is  highly  favored  in  its  means  of  tronsportation.  The 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  passes  through  the  whole* extent 
of  its  southern  border,  giving  all  necessary  transportation  to 
this  section  of  the  county  and  full  intercourse  with  the  Coal 
fields  in  Alleghany  county.  The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road passes  through  its  south-eastern  border  at  the  foot  of 
Pleasant  Valley.  From  Hagerstown,  the  county  town,  an 
excellent  Railroad,  the  Franklin  Railroad,  connects  with  the 
road  that  passes  through  the  Cumberland  Valley  to  Harris- 
burg,  and  there  connects  with  the  Pennsylvania  Central  and 
the  Northern  Central  Railroad.  A  road  is  in  progress  called 
the  Washington  County  Railroad,  which  will  connect  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  at  Weavertou  with  the  Frank- 
lin Railroad  at  Hagerstown,  and  the  Western  Maryland  Rail- 
There  are  numerous  quarries  of  most  excellent  limestone 
for  agricultural  improvement  in  various  parts  of  the  county, 
and  some  also  of  the  kind  used  for  making  hydraulic  cement, 
which  is  furnished  to  a  considerable  extent  from  this  county. 
There  is  also  considerable  quantities  of  good  iron  ore,  also 
good  brick  clay  in  almost  every  locality. 

This  county  has  long  been  famous  for  the  distillation  of 
whisky,  the  excellence  of  which  Ijas  been  attested  by  good 
judges  in  every  section  of  the  country.  ^ 
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road  will  soon  be  finished  to  Hagerstown,  givino-  it  a  quick 
connection  with  Baltimore  on  the  east,  and  supplying  much 
needed   facilities  to  a  large  part  of  the   county 

It  will  he  seen  from  the  above  that  Hagerstown  will  soon 
be  the  point  from  which  will  diverge  three  Railroads,  all  go- 
ing by  most  direct  routes,  to  the  g.eat  centres  of  commence 
ot  the  Union,  all  passing  through  very  fertile  and  hi o-hly 
cultivated  sections  of  this  county. 

In  turnpike  roads  this  county- is  better  provided  than  any 
otherjn  the  State.  Some  of  its  far-sighted  and  enterprisin^cr 
citizens  having,  a  few  years  since,  inaugurated  a  system  which 
not  only  has  given  the  county  most  admirable  roads  where 
they  were  most  needed,  but  also  has  resulted  inbringing  from 
their  tolls,  large  revenues  into  the  county  treasury  An  eu- 
ample  that  could,  and  should  be  followed  in  every  countv  in 
the  btate. 

This  county  has  very  extensive  water-power  on  the  Potomac 
and  Its  tributaries  m  almost  every  neighborhood.  This  has 
been  improved  to  a  large  extent  with  flour  mills  and  other 
manufactories.  The  brands  of  flour  from  this  countv 
nave  always  borne  a  high  character. 

The  price  of  land  varies  from  twenty  to  two  hundred  dol- 
lars per  acre,  and  when  all  of  its  advantages  are  considered, 
these  i-ates  ai-e  very  far  below  those  fixed  on  similar  lands  in 
JNorthern  and  Western  States. 

The  dwelling-houses,  and  farm  buildings  are  well  construc- 
ted )3y  the  generality  of  farmers,  and   agricultural  enterprise 
IS  quite  a  characteristic  of  the  people— judicous  economy 
with  kindness  and    generosity   are   strongly  marked  in  the 
practice  of  the  people  of  the  countv  of  Washington. 

In  each  of  the  three  last  named  counties  there  exists  the 
numerous  descendants  of  those  who  emigrated  from  Ger- 
many, and  were  the  first  settlers  of  this  part  of  the.  State. 

Alt  ot  the  solid  virtues  which  characterize  the  German 
people  wherever  found,  are  well  developed  in  this  class  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Carroll,  Frederick  and  Wash- 
ington. 

The  Fatherland  on  the  Rhine  has  no  cause  bat  for  exulta- 
tion m  the  character  of  her  children  on  the  Potomac, 
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The  Mountain  or  Alleghany  Division  of  Maryland. 


Alleghany  County. 

This  is  the  most  western  and  embraces  by  far  the  largest  area 
of  the  counties  of  Maryland.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
Mason's  and  Dixon's  Line,  which  separates  it  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  the  south  by  the  Potomac  Eiver,  which  divides  it 
from  Virginia,  on  the  east  by  Washington  county,  and 
on  the  west  by  Virginia.  Its  greatest  width  is  about  43 
miles,  its  greatest  breadth  about  30  miles.  The  Potomac 
Eiver  forms  its  whole  southern  boundary,  and  is  here  barely 
navigable  in  high  water  for  flat  bottomed  boats. 

Surface  of  the    Countrg. — The  face  of  the    country    is  very 
much  broken  by  numerous  ridges  of  the  Alleghany  mountains, 
which  surround  it,  formerly  very  productive     in  Indian  corn, 
oats  and  grass.     One  of  the  most  striking  andcurious  features 
of  this  county  is  the  ''Grlades,"  large,  level,  flat,  swampy  bod- 
ies of  land  between  the  highest  ridges  oftheAlleghanies,  This 
part  of  the  country  is  sometimes  for  miles  as  level  and  flat  as 
any  of  the  marshes  bordering  on  tide-water,  and  covered  with  a 
luxurious  growth  of  natural  grass,   without  the  existence  of 
timber  or  trees  of  any    sort.     These  are  famous  pastures  for 
large  flocks  of  cattle,  which  are  driven  from  the  neighboring 
counties   of  Virginia   to  be  pastured  in  the  summer  months. 
There  were  doubtless  at  one  time  lakes,  and  have  become  fill- 
ed up  gradually  by  washings  from  the  surrounding  hills,  and 
by  the    decay  of  plants  and  trees,  which  grew  upon  them. — 
The  soil  is  to   the  depth  of  many   feet,  contains  a  large  pro- 
portion of  vegetable   matter_,  and  from  this  cause  is  dark, 
light   and   chaffy,    resembling   very  much   the   Black  Gum 
Swamp  soils    of  the  lower  counties  of  the   Eastern  Shore  of 
Maryland.     The  Little  Savage  mountain,  a  ridge  of  the  Al- 
leghanies,  divides  the  eastern,  which  flow  into  the   Potomac, 
from   the   western   waters,    that  go  to  the  Ohio  Eiver.     The 
summit  of  the   mountains   is   from  1500  to   2*700  feet  above 
tide-water,    and  though   the  temperature  in  summer  is  plea- 
sant, the  seasons  are   backward  and  the  winters  are  of  long 
duration  and  great  severity.  The  crops  most  generallygrown 
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are  oats  and  buckwheat,  rye,  Indian  corn  and  wheat.  The 
alluvial  bottom  lands  grow  ^principally  corn  and  oats  ;  buck- 
wheat and  rye  are  confined  more  especially  to  the  mountain- 
ous parts  of  the  country,  whilst  wheat  is  almost  exclusively 
confined  to  the  clay  limestone  lands  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
county  and  the  Cove  in  the  western  part  of  the  county.  This 
county  would  hold  but  an  inferior  rank  iu  the  State,  had  it 
to  depend  solely  on  its  agricultural  resources. 

The  grand  feature  in  the  resources  of  this  county  is  its 
mineral  wealth.  The  mineral  resources  of  this  county  na- 
turally divide  themselves  into  coal,  iron  ore  and  fire-brick 
clay  :  either  of  these  would  be  a  great  source  of  wealth  to 
any  one  county,  in  this  we  have  them  united,  and  the  result 
is  a  combination  of  resources  unequaled  in  any  other  county. 

The  Coal  Lands  of  Alleghany  County. — The  main  coal  field 
of  Alleghany  county  is  embraced  between  Dan's  Mountain 
on  the  east,  the  slopes  of  Savage  Mountain  on  the  west,  the 
Potomac  river  on  the  south  and  Mason's  and  Dixon's  line  on 
the  north. 

The  whole  extent  of  this,  called  the  Eastern  Coal  Field  of 
Alleghany,  is  about  30  miles  in  length  on  an  average  of  4  in 
breadth,  making  altogether  120  square  miles  of  this  coal  field 
in  the  State  of  Maryland. 

The  Veins  of  this  Coal  Basin. — These  amount  to  about  fif- 
teen, many  of  them,  however,  have  no  economical  value,  and 
in  a  report  of  this  kind  are  no  proper  subjects  for  discussion. 

The  chief  veins  in  the  eastern  coal  field  of  Alleghany 
county  are,  first  a  three  foot  vein  ; — 2d,  the  Big  Vein  or  Fif- 
teen foot  Vein,  as  it  has  been  called  ; — 3d,  The  Eight  Foot 
Yein,' — this  is  two  distinct  veins  of  coal,  separated  by  a  bed 
of  fire-brick  clay  about  two  feet  in  thickness  ;— 4th,  The  Six 
Foot  Vein  ;  5th,  The  Forty  Inch  Yein, — this  is  about  forty- 
four  inches  in  thickness; — A  vein  about  two  feet  in  thick- 
ness,— there  are  others  to  the  amount  of  five  or  six,  perhaps 
more,  lying  at  different  depths  below. 

The  veins  of  coal  in  this  region,  which  we  have  to  consid- 
er as  of  present  importance  to  the  State,  are  the  Big  Vein^ 
the  six  foot  vein  and  the  forty-four  inch  vein.  Epecially 
worthy  of  consideration  is  the  Big  Vein,  as  its  coal  is  that 
which  has  given  the  high  reputation  to  our  Maryland  coal, 
that  which  constitutes,  to  a  great  extent,  the  real  capital  of 
most  of  the  corporations  in  this  county,  and  which  must  be 
for  a  long  time  the  basis  for  valuable  tolls  on  the  Chesapeak 
and  Ohio  Canal.  The  thickness  of  this  vein  varies  in  difier- 
ent  sections  of  the  coal  field,  being  thinner  on  its  north-east- 
ern border,  on  the  extreme  edge  of  which  it  is  about  nine 
feet ;  at  Frostburg  its  workable  thickness  is  about  eleven 
feet,  whilst  in  the  middle  and  south-western  sections,  four- 
teen are  claimed  by  those   holding  properly   there.     The  av- 
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'erage  thicliness  of  workable  mercantile  coal  is  about  eleven 
feet.  Neither  the  exact  size  of  this  coal  field,  nor  the  extent 
of  any  of  its  seams  can  be  determined  unless  by  a  trigono- 
metrical survey.  The  estimates  made  here  are  only  approxi- 
tions  derived  from  detached  surveys  of  different  tracts  of  dif- 
ferent owners.  The  most  reliable  estimates  agree  in  giving 
the  number  of  acres  of  the  Big  Yeinafc  about  20,000. 

The  coal  from  this  coal  field  alone  is  sufiicient  to  supply  the 
whole  Union  for  ^centuries,  and  practically  may  be  said  to  be 
inexhaustible. 

Quality  of  the  Coal. — For  a  long  time  the  superior  excel- 
lence of  this  coal  was  questioned  by  rival  interests,  but  pro- 
longed experience  with  numerous  scientific  and  'practical 
tests  have  established  its  character  as  superior  to  any  other 
accessible  in  this  country  for  the  generatio)i  of  steam,  either 
for  navigation  or  manufacturing  purposes,  for  the  reduction  of 
iron  ores  and  for  ordinary  domestic  uses.  This  has  been  so 
thoroughly  conceded  that  any  proof  to  support  it  is  unnecessa- 
ry. It  is  the  common  judgment  of  the  country,  alike  con- 
firmed by  laboratory  tests  and  the  practical  trial  of  ocean 
.steamship  lines  traversing  the  great  Atlantic. 

*    Middle  Coal  Field  or  Alleghany. 

Between  Negro  and  Meadow  Mountains  there  is  the  Mid- 
•dle  coal  field  of  Alleghany.  This  coal  approaches  nearest 
in  its  composition  to  the  Pittsburg  coal.  It  has  not  yet  been 
used  except  for  domestic  purposes  in  the  neighborhood.  It 
is  a  fine  compact  coal,  and  is  only  prevented  from  more  gen- 
eral use  by  want  of  means  of  transportation. 

Western  Coal  Field  of  Alleghang  County. — This  lies  in  the 
Valley  of  Youghiogheny  river,  and  will  become  a  matter  of 
great  interest,  not  so  much  for  supplying  foreign  demand,  as 
for  the  manufacture  of  the  iron  ores,  which  are  associated 
with  it  here  in  large  quantities.  This  coal  is  much  of  the 
same  qualityas  the  coal  in  the  Middle  field. 

The  coal  veins  in  this  region  are  : 
A  two  foot  vein. 
A  four  foot  vein. 
A  four  foot  vein. 
A  six  foot  vein,  and 
A  five  foot  vein. 

All  these  coal  fields,  from  the  peculiar  formation  of  the 
•country  being  intersected  by  ravines,  present  great  facilities 
for  being  worked.  Many  of  them  drain  themselves,  and  can 
Iqq  ventilated  at  a  trifling  expense.     In  the  value  of  coal  lands 
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this  is  a  very  important  item,  and  materially  lessens  the  cost 
of  mining,  and  in  the  same  measure  increases  the  profits  of" 
coal  mining. 

Fire-brick  Clay. — This  is  found  in  very  large  quantities 
and  of  very  superior  quality  in  the  coal  measures  of  this 
county,  and  has  become  a   profitable  branch  of  manufacture.^ 

Iron  Ore. — There  are  large  quantities  of  this  found  in  the 
county,   particularly   in   the  Youghiogheny  Valley,    in  the 
the  western  part  of  the  State.     The  ore  embraces  various  ex- 
cellent varieties,  and   lies  contiguous  to  good  coal  for  its  re- 
duction.    Proper  examinations  will  show  this  section  of  the- 
county   to  be  veryfrich  in  this  ore.     Any    more  full  descrip- 
tion of  the  vast  mineral   resources   of  tjiis   dbunty  would  be 
out  of  place  here,    enough  having  been  said,  and  is  already 
known,  to  attract  attention  to  the  mineral   wealth  of  this  re- 
gion, and  capitalists  will  depend  more  on   special  examina- 
tions made  at  their  own  instance  than  any  general  report. — 
The  county   has   large    quantities  of  Whiteoak,    Hemlock, 
Wild  (Jherry  and  other  timber,  and  a  great  amount  ot  water- 
power. 

Limestone. — Accompanying  the  coal  formation,  large  quan- 
tities of  bituminous  limestone  are  found  in  parallel  layers.— 
This  lia^estone  is  an  integral  part  of  the  coal  formation.  On 
Martin's  mountain,  between  Evatt's  and  Polish  mountains ^ 
it  is  also  found  in  large  quantities.  Indeed  the  localities  of ' 
limestone  are  so  numerous  in  this  county,  that  a  ba^e  enum- 
eration of  them  would  take  much  space.  They  are  more 
than  will  ever  be  used,  whether  for  roads,  buildings  ore 
fluxes_  or  agricultural  purposes. 

They  are  all  Dolomites,  containing  from  8  to  40  per  cent., 
of  Carbonate  of  Magnesia. 

It  has  connection  with  both  the  east  and  west,  by  means  of 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad,  and  with  tide-water  at 
Georgetown,  by  means  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  — 
A  Eailroad  also  passes  through  the  Eastern  Coal  Field,  af- 
fording every  facility  for  the  transportation  of  its  coal. 

The  National  Turnpike  passes  through  this  county,  and 
was  at  one  time  the  sole  line  of  communication  between  the 
great  Mississippi  Valley  and  Baltimore  city. 

The  county  town  is  Cumberland,  at  the  western  terminus-- 
of  the  Chesapeak  and  Ohio  Canal,  179  miles  distant  from. 
Baltimore  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad,  which  passes 
through  it. 

The  great  resources  of  this  county  has  been  as  yet- 
but  very  partially  developed,  but  vigorous  efibrts  are  bow 
being  made,  with  every  prospect  of  success,  to  unlock  its 
vast  treasures  and  render  them  of  use  to  all  the  great  in- 
terests of  the  country. 
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The  foregoing  comprises  a  brief  statement  of  tlie  superior 
advcintages  wliich  Maryland  offers  to  immigrants  of  every 
class.  If  a  laborer,  abundance  of  work,  good  wages  and 
kind  treatment.  To  men  of  small  capital,  a  choice  opportu- 
nity for  the  purchase  of  the  best  cjuality  of  land  in  almost 
any  quantity,  small  or  great,  adapted  to  all  kinds  of  staple 
crops,  fruits  and  vegetables,  with  the  speediest  and  cheapest 
transportation  to  market.  To  families  ivJio  have  labor  in 
themselves,  excellent  opportunities  for  renting  the  hest  lands  at 
most  reasonable  rates,  the  implements  and  stoch_  in  many  in- 
sfances,  being  furnished  by  the  landed  pjroprietor . 

To  the  invalid,  a  mild  climate  and  invigorating  atmosphere; 
to   the  capitalist,  varied  opportunities    of  investments  with 
large  and  certain  returns  ;  to  all,  hospitality,  kindness  and  a 
genuine  Maryland  welcome. 
'    13       ■' 
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E  E  R  A  T  A  . 


In  the  hurry  oF  printing  a  work  of  this  size  and  of  the 
large numher  of  copies  (20,000,)  ordered  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Delegates  at  a  late  period  of  the  session,  many 
errors  were  unnoticed  before  it  went  to  press. 

Mo  it  of  these  are  immaterial  to  the  general  understand- 
ing of  the  meaning  of  the  writer,  and  can  be  corrected  by  the 
intelligent  reader,  and  the  most  prominent  of  those  which 
require  correction  are  noticed  in  the  following  list  of 

ERRATA  : 

Page  10,  9th  line  from  bottom  for  '"unattended"  read  ''at- 
tended." Page  22,10th  line  from  bottom,  after  "mercu- 
rial," read  "columns."  Page  22,  5th  and  8th  lines  from 
bottom,  for  "section,"  read  "division."  Page  23,  8th  line, 
for 'q 25,"  read  "128."  Page  29,  11th  line,  for  "fruit," 
read  "forest."  Page  29,  Hrd  line  from  bottom,  for  "coun- 
try," read  "county."  Page  38,  in  last  paragraph,  for 
"Silicia,  oxide  of  iron,  clay  and  alumina,"  read  "Silica, 
oxide  of  iron,  humus  and  clay."  Page  42,  10th  line,  after 
'^year,"  read  for  "a  few  years."  Page  44,  3dline,  for  "to," 
read  "the."  Page  48,24th  line  from  bottom,  for  "third," 
read  "fifth."  Page  51,  8th  line,  after  "qualities,"  read 
"per  oxide  of  iron."  Page  55,  2d  line  from  bottom,  for 
"law,"  read  "now."  Page  88,  3d  line  from  bottom  for 
"Philadelphia,"  read  "Pennsylvania,"  and  on  same  page 
for  "land,"  read  "roads." 
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7he^e,  iKiges  were  omitted  on  page  86.  They  should 
have  folloived  in  the  general  descrii^ion  of  the 
Blue  Ridge  Division. 

Throngli  one  of  its  rivers,  tlie  SusqueliaDnah,  is  now  con- 
veyed nearly  all  of  the  crude  products  of  the  forests  of  New 
York  and  Penns34vania,  and  arrangements  are  now  being 
perfected  which  will  make  this  the  source  from  which  a  great 
part  of  the  Atlantic  border  will  receive  its  supplies  of  lumber, 
the  profits  of  this  great  trade  will  thus  be  secured  to  this  sec- 
tion, and  its  benefits  imparted  to  ever}'-  part  of  tlie  State 

The  portion  of  the  State  which  is  included  in  this  Division 
is  all  that  part  of  the  counties  of  Cecil,  riarford  and  Balti- 
more, lying  above  tide-water,  and  Howard,  Montgomery,  Car- 
roll, Frederick  and  Washington  counties. 

A  brief  description  of  each  of  these  counties  is  all  that  is 
required,  as  they  lay  in  a  position  where  th>:ir  general  features 
are  constantly  subject  to  view  from  the  highways  of  travel 
which  intersect  them,  and  because  they  have  their  counterpart 
in  the  country  lying  north  of  them  in  Pennsylvania  and  New 
York  in  all  save  convenience  to  market  and  genialty  of  cli- 
mate ;  it  being  a  fact  widely  promulgated  from  various  au- 
thentic sources  that  the  soil  in  the  various  regions  holding 
the  same  general  relation  to  the  Alleghany  mountains  has 
great  similarity  in  character,  being  formed  from  the  degrada- 
tion of  the  same  rocks,  and  a  similarity  in  the  production  of 
vegetable  life  influenced  only  by  difi'erence  in  climate. 

The  productions  of  the  dairy  hold  a  prominent  place  in  this 
division,  and  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs  of  the  finest  breeds,  with 
horses  of  the  best  utilitarian  blood  are  found  in  large  num- 
bers. 

As  a  general  thing,  the  various  branches  of  husbandry  are 
practiced  with  admirable  skill  and  economy,  and  no  part  of 
the  Union  can  present  a  superior  practical  agricultural  popu- 
lation, none  showing  evidences  of  superior  comfort  and  hap- 
piness. 

If  careful  calculations  be  made,  it  will  be  found  that  with 
the  intrinsic  advantages  of  this  division  of, the  State,  its  lands 
even  at  their  highest  price,  present  far  better  advantages  for 


.    109 

investment  than  can  be  found  in  the  North,  West,  or  the 
great  North-west.  If  in  addition,  the  great  blessings  of  a 
high  grade  of  civilized  refinement  be  added,  the  latter  places 
can  scarcely  be  compered  with  this  location. 

The  tier  of  counties  and  parts  of  counties  that  lie  on,  or  im- 
mediately adjacent  to  tide- water  are,  commencing  in  the  north, 
Cecil,- Harford,  Baltimore,  Howard  and  Montgomery,  com- 
prising the  eastern  counties  of  this  section,  and  extending 
from  Pennsylvania  to  the  Virginia  line, — next  proceeding 
west,  we  have  Carroll  county,  extending  from  Pennsylvania 
to  Howard  county,  tlien  the  large  and  populous  county  of 
Frederick,  extending  the  whole  breadth  of  the  State  from 
Pennsylvania  to  Virginia,  and  then  Washington,  the  most 
western  of  the  counties  of  this  division,  also  occupying  the 
whole  breadth  of  the  State  from  Pennsylvania  to  Virginia. 
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